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Dear Sirs

Planning Application 2014/7344
56-70 Putney High Street

At first sight the Putney Society welcomed an application that appeared to take account of the most 
of the Local Plan SSAD requirements, and seeks to create a more pleasant public realm on Lacy 
Road.  It’s a pity that this comes just after the Council allowed the link from here to the Exchange to 
be closed. It’s also more than a pity that development means the loss of any office space (again) and 
of an important community facility in the form of Eddie Catz.   Core Strategy policy IS6 i. requires you 
to “Resist the loss of social and community facilities unless there is no current or future 
demonstrable need.” Relocation of this business close by should be a condition of any consent. 

But as with too many recent developments in Wandsworth it seem that the price for a small open 
space in this SW corner comes with excessive height on the north and east sides.  Quite simply, the 
High Street elevation, whilst using locally relevant brick, and less bland than the pre-view version, is 
still too high.  The SSAD calls for 5 storeys, which is the peak height of any set back floor on the rest 
of the High Street.  We are being offered five, plus a  dominant two storey penthouse.  The five 
storey frontage is overbearing on this fairly narrow street, the two storey penthouse would be 
clearly visible above it and sets a very dangerous and historically unjustified precedent.  Even worse 
is the cliff looming up to eight storeys above the much narrower Felsham Road.  This will 
overshadow and blight the flats opposite and the whole of Weimar Street.   According to the BRE 
daylight guide the existing block is already too tall, and any more is unacceptable. 

The Council should also take very seriously the effect this big cliff will have on the already 
unacceptable levels of air pollution in the High Street.  Raising one of the few low buildings to 
become the highest will block the prevailing wind that disperses the pollutants.  Why throw away all 
the recent effort to get cleaner buses etc.? This is the first real test of Local Plan policies requiring 
Air Quality Neutral developments.  Don’t let us all down. 

Finally we are disappointed, but no longer surprised, that the Council will once again fall for the 
claim that more affordable housing is not possible.  19% is better than many recent developments 
locally, but still woefully short of Core Strategy policy IS5(d)  .. at least 33% of homes should be 
affordable, however, higher provision will be sought where viable.

Yours Sincerely


Andrew Catto
Buildings Panel Convenor
For and on behalf of the Putney Society


