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Dear Mr Shaw

Planning Applications 2012/1713 & 2031
230/2 Roehampton Lane 

The Society wishes to object to this application for three distinct reasons.

1. Loss of the existing Community Facility without justification contrary to policy DMC1. 

2. Design.  This is the Roehampton Village Conservation Area, not the Alton estate.  New
buildings should respect the domestic scale of this setting, leaving only the two churches to 
stand out.  Other than these, most buildings around the site are just two storeys, with 
nothing above three. The proposed building is simply far too big, and does nothing to hide 
it. It would fail to “preserve or enhance the character and appearance of this conservation 
area” as is required for consent.  To avoid dominating its setting it should be brought down 
to no higher than the gutter line of the Catholic Church.  

NPPF paragraph 64, says that “Permission should be refused for development of poor 
design that fails to take the opportunities available for improving the character and quality 
of an area and the way it functions.” and the Planning Minister stated last week that he 
expects LPA’s to enforce this more widely.  This is doubly true for Conservation Areas.

Single aspect dwellings facing NNE onto a busy road, particularly the ground floor 
wheelchair units, will not be fit new homes, too noisy, and not meeting the BRE sunlight 
standards require by the Council’s Housing Development SPG and policy DHM4.a.vi. 

3. Loss of Trees from the Roehampton Lane frontage.  This of course also results from trying 
to squeeze too much onto the site. Cutting down trees to fit the entrance path is lazy.  This 
could easily have been located further along. This too is poor design, and requires refusal.

Yours Sincerely 

Andrew Catto
Buildings Panel Convenor
For and on behalf of the Putney Society.


