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Zeeta & Co. 
The Zeeta Cake Co. 
was founded in 
1919, as a separate 
business, by Sydney 
(later Sir Sydney) 
Skinner and Trevor 
Bowen of John 
Barker & Co., Ken-
sington, the former 

the chairman and the latter a departmental manager. 
In 1925, Bowen was made a director, the Zeeta Co. 
was acquired by Barkers for £120,000, and a chain 
of 17 high-class confectionery and catering shops 
was eventually built up, mostly in London’s south-
west quadrant, though there were also shops in 
Beckenham, Bromley, Ludgate Hill, Westminster 
and Golders Green. Some time after 1928, the 
name was changed to Zeeta Co. Ltd and in 1957, 
John Barker & Co. was acquired by the House of 
Fraser who, in 1958, sold off most of the Zeeta 
shops, at the instigation of  Hugh Fraser, to help 
finance the expansion of and improvements to 
Barkers and Derry & Toms. Just three remained, in 
Putney, Croydon & Kingston, which in turn were 
sold between 1959 and 1962, Zeeta Co. Ltd being 
officially liquidated in 1974. 

The corner block pre-Zeeta House 
From the 1920s onwards, Zeeta  
began to acquire properties in the 
block, the first being a kiosk in-
side the station annexe. In 1927, 
they (Barkers) bought the double-
fronted shop at 167-169 High St, 
next to the station, previously  
Newens & Son, confectioners, 
cooks and caterers (right), and the 
adjacent premises at no. 171,  
Calverts stationers. 
From 1856 to 1920, the shop on the corner of 173 
High Street & Upper Richmond Road was occu-
pied by Joseph, later George Way, fishmongers - 
father and son. The sign on the Upper Richmond 
Road wall read “Fishmonger & Poulterer” and “As 
supplied to The King” (above right). In 1920, it 
was taken over by Mac Fisheries, and included 
what one might nowadays call ‘concessions’, i.e. a 
greengrocers (Horace Perry), a florist (Alfred 

James) and a fruiterer (Zeeta 
again!). 
The 1932 Kelly’s Directory 
lists the whole block (167-
173 High St, + 184 Upper 
Richmond Rd) in the Zeeta 
name, confirming that the 

Barkers group had bought the remaining freeholds. 
Mac Fisheries had meanwhile moved to the other 
side of High Street - no. 146, south of Chelverton 
Road (the right-hand half of the current Slug & 
Lettuce pub) and the stage was set. 

Building of Zeeta House 
By 1933, plans were drawn up and on 16th March 
1934, an application was submitted, including a 
‘smoking room’ in the basement, the main Zeeta 
shop and four ‘lock-up shops’ on the ground floor, 
a restaurant on the 1st floor, a reception, ballroom 
and banqueting hall on the 2nd floor, kitchens on 
the 3rd, and a bakery and staff accommodation on 
the 4th floor. Demolition and building were carried 
out during 1936-37, under the supervision of the 
general contractors, Simmons Bros., and Zeeta 
House was opened on Wed. 23rd February 1938. 

The Architect 
The architect was Bernard George 
FRIBA (1894-1964). In 1912, he 
began a 5-year diploma course at 
London’s Architectural Association, 
which was interrupted by service in 
the First World War, after which he 
resumed at the AA’s First Atelier 
for a further two years. In 1920, he 

was accepted as an Associate of the RIBA, later 
becoming a Fellow. In 1923, he joined the building 
department of the Barkers of Kensington group as 
an assistant and by 1927, had become their chief 
architect, spending his entire professional career 
with them. The only buildings with which he is 
publicly credited are Barkers (1927-58), Derry & 
Toms (1933) and Zeeta House (1938) - his only 
major building outside South Kensington. All three 
were strongly influenced by the Art Deco (or 
‘Moderne’) movement, which flourished in the 
inter-war years. When House of Fraser acquired 
Barkers in 1957, he stayed as a consultant architect 
for a time, living at nearby 42 Hornton St, before 
retiring to Worthing. He died in December 1964. 
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The Sculptor 
The eminent sculptor Walter Gilbert (1871-1946), 
founder of the Bromsgrove Guild of Applied Arts 
(associated with the Arts and Crafts Movement), in 
1898, was responsible for the carvings over the 
windows on Zeeta House’s west and 
south faces, and probably the 
wrought iron balconies. His many  
credits include the reredos of Liver-
pool Anglican Cathedral, the Burnley 
War Memorial and the ‘great gates’ 
of Buckingham Palace (1912-13). 

The three main Portland 
stone sculptures above the 
windows on the west face 
(one of them shown here, 
left) include images of 
wheat, maize, fruit & nuts, 
possibly to symbolise 
Zeeta’s products, whilst  
half the smaller 

sculptures above the windows depict 
stylised fish and eels, probably to mark 
more than 70 years of fishmongers on 
the pre-Zeeta House site. Architect J R 
Leathart FRIBA described them as 
“eccentric”, though he thought the rest 
“admirable” and the building “one of 
the best of thousands”. 
Gilbert also designed exterior and interior friezes 
for Derry & Toms and (he was a Freemason) the 
1¼-ton-each bronze doors of the Grand Temple of 
the Freemasons’ Hall in London. 

Floor by Floor 
When opened, the basement housed the Tudor 
Lounge (a grill-room) which, post-Zeeta, became a 
Berni Steak House. In the 1980s, it was converted 
to a night-club (Zeetas), later Reflex, then K-Bar, 
and is currently the Fez Club. 
The ground floor, of course, comprised the Zeeta 
Shops, which were luxuriously appointed, with 
walnut and glass counters, and carpeted throughout. 
There was also a small café. 

On the 1st floor was the 
splendid Tudor Room, 
which served lunch & 
afternoon tea, and was 
also used for functions. 
On the 2nd floor were the 
Berkeley Rooms. 

The Berkeley Rooms comprised 
a  reception & seating area, and 
the ballroom, with sprung oak 
floor. Concealed strip and tung-
sten lights in the domed ceiling 
enabled a variety of colour-
lighting effects. Tea dances were 

held there - except during the V1 phase in 1944! 
The 2nd floor was also the venue for the short-lived 
and now largely forgotten Pontiac Club (1964-66), 
a legendary music club, where many of the major 
bands of the period performed - incl. The Who, The 
Byrds, John Mayall & The Bluesbreakers (with at 
times Eric Clapton & Jack Bruce), Them (with Van 
Morrison), T-Bone Walker, Zoot Money etc. 

Trevor Bowen, DL JP (1878-1964) 
Co-founder of the Zeeta Co., he joined Barkers 
from J. Lyons in 1914, having won many medals 
and diplomas for decorative icing. He was a Putney 
resident and c. 1936 moved from 20 Malbrook Rd 
to 76 Putney Hill, which was destroyed by a bomb,  
in the late phase of the German HE campaign in 
1944. The family moved to Balliol House, Manor 
Fields, and Bernard George designed a new house 
for them, which wasn’t built until 1953; in the 
event, they never lived there. In 
1961-62, it was split up into flats 
and named Chellow Dene, later 
becoming a mental health hostel. 
The Derry & Toms roof garden 
was his brainchild, and a plaque to him may be 
seen on one of its walls. 

The Opening 
Preceded by an extravagant full-page advertisement 
in WBN, it took place on Wed. 23rd February 1938 
and comprised a lunch for about 100 guests, which 
included the Mayors & Mayoresses of Wandsworth 
& Battersea and the architect, Bernard George. 

The Present Building 
The Tudor Room is now offices and storage space 
but the exterior survives. Devereux Architects, 

who have occu-
pied the upper 
floors since 1988, 
have preserved 
many of the 
original features - 
the former 2nd 
floor ballroom 
housing their 
main office (left). 
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Putney Cinema Centenary 
A significant anniversary was largely overlooked 
last year, namely the centenary of the  arrival of 
the purpose-built cinema in Putney. Three, in fact, 
were opened in 1911 - The Mirror, The Globe and 
The Electric Pavilion. Cinema in Putney, it is true, 
dates back a little further, though that was in 
adapted premises (below). 

The Hippodrome Theatre, Felsham Road 
Opened as a variety theatre in 1906, 
so-called ‘animated pictures’ were 
shown there as early as 1908, and it 
doubled as theatre and cinema until   
permanently converted, in 1924, to 
what WBN described as a “Super 
Kinema”. Owned successively by 
UPT, Gaumont & ABC, it closed in 

1940, was bought by the Odeon group, re-opened 
in 1941 and finally closed in 1961. It lay empty 
until 1972 (though a PS member claims to have 
seen a film of England’s World Cup victory there 
in 1966!) when it was used for both exteriors and 
interiors in Hammer’s 1972 ‘Theatre of Blood’, 
with Vincent Price, Diana Rigg, Robert Morley et 
al. It was finally demolished in 1973. 

The Prince’s Picture Theatre, High Street 
Created in the Assembly 
Rooms above 113 High St 
(W H Smith from 1922), 
films were shown here 
from early 1910; they seem 
to have been unsure what 

to call it, as it was also advertised as The Mystic 
Picture Theatre and Putney Electric Theatre. It was 
still operating in 1913, but must have had strong 
competition from the larger purpose-built cinemas. 

The Mirror Cinema, Putney Bridge Road 
On the corner of Brewhouse Lane, 
it was Putney’s first purpose-built 
cinema and opened on Saturday 11th 
February 1911 as the Mirror Picture 
Palace (later Theatre). It was small, 
having only 186 seats and 44 stand-
ing, but had “patent ventilators” and  
“a handsomely decorated interior”, 
with “every seat velvet covered.” It 
was alas short-lived, closing during World War 1, 
probably due to competition from the adjacent 
Electric Pavilion. The building was subsequently 
used by the Putney Motor Co., and later Deans 
Blinds, and was finally demolished in 1971-72. 

The Globe Cinema, Upper Richmond Road 
This was probably the next to 
open that year, on Saturday 13th 
May, and was located next to the 
Fox & Hounds pub. Larger than 
the Mirror, it seated 408, with 45 
standing (no HSE in those days!). 
The design was of two Indian-
style cupolas over a conventional 
cinema façade; the management 
described it as “a handsomely 
decorated .. luxuriously appointed 
Cinematograph Theatre of the 
highest class” though locals who 
still remember its latter days are 
generally less complimentary! 
It had a chequered history, closing and re-opening 
and, like its pub neighbour, going through several 
names incl. Putney Cinema, Globe, Putney Electric 
Palace/Theatre, Globe Kinema, and Cinecenta. It 
finally closed in 1976 and was demolished c. 1978. 

The Electric Pavilion, High Street 
On the corner of High Street and 
Putney Bridge Road, this probably 
opened in the autumn of 1911 and, 
as with other early cinemas, some 
confusion reigns over its name, it  
being also known as the Electric 
Picture Theatre. It was built on the 
site of the West London Clothing 
Co. (briefly, in the months before 
closure, G E Growe, greengrocers) 
and the Queen’s Head pub, the 

original of which dated 
back to the 18th C - the 
photo (right) was taken 
just before demolition. By 
1920, it was listed as the 
Blue Hall, was rebuilt in 
1926, reopened as The 
Palace, and was taken over by UPC in 1928. It was 
closed during World War 2, reopened in January 
1945, re-named  the Gaumont Palace in 1955 and 
Odeon in 1962. It finally closed in December 1971 
and was demolished soon afterwards. 

PS: The Regal , High Street 
With Art Deco in mind, we must not 
forget the wonderful Art Deco gem 
that was the Regal Cinema, opened 
in 1937 and demolished c. 1971 to 
make way for the ABC, now Odeon. 
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Putney’s ‘Lost’ Pubs 
By The Bridge 

Serving river and coach traffic in the 17th century 
was a row of five inns on the west side of High 
Street, from its junction with Lower Richmond 
Road (then called Windsor Street). These were the 
Red Lyon, White Lyon, Bull, Falcon and Lord 
of Exeter’s Arms (aka Wheatsheaf). 

Of these, only two survived into the 19th C - the 
Red Lion & White Lion (on the R & L resp. in the 
above c. 1870 photograph), the first being finally 
demolished c. 1885 and the latter rebuilt in the 
1870s and again in 1887 (currently Wahoo). 
There was also an 18th C inn, the Eight Bells, near 
the bridge, on the north side of Windsor Street, 
which was demolished c. 1883, to make way for 
the approach to the new bridge (opened 1886). 

Rose & Crown 
Separated from St Mary’s Church only by Church 
Row, a narrow pedestrian passage, it dated back to  
the 1780s. Two things are worth noting: it was the 
only pub ever built on the 
east side of High Street and 
was closed because of 
‘nuisance’ (unspecified) 
when the landlady was a Mrs 
Breach! Its licence was re-
voked by the Board of 
Works as soon as the rebuilt 
White Lion, opposite it, reopened in 1887. 

Castle(s) 
There have been at least three, on the corner of  
Brewhouse Lane. This building (L) may be 17th C, 

though probably not originally a 
pub, since the name doesn’t appear 
until the 18th C; it was demolished 
in 1938, for road-widening. Its suc-
cessor suffered a direct hit in the 
Blitz in April 1941, killing 53 - the 

event marked by a plaque in the Boathouse pub. 

The final Castle (L) was opened in 
1959 and demolished in 2003, to 
make way for the new Putney 
Wharf development. 
One of Putney’s first brewhouses, 
possibly the first, stood at the 
other end of Brewhouse Lane, on 

the Boathouse site, from at least the early 14th C 
until c. 1700. In the 1480/90s, it was owned and 
run by Walter Cromwell, Thomas’s father. 

Queen’s Head 
Sited between Brewhouse Lane and 
High Street (close to the Castle), the 
original dated from the 18th C.  Its 
successor (R) was demolished in 
1911, to make way for the Electric 
Pavilion cinema (see page 3). 

Bull & Star 
On the corner of Felsham Rd 
(formerly Gardener’s Lane) & 
High St. Originally early 18th  C, 
it was rebuilt in the late 19th C 
and demolished as recently as 
1971. Barclays Bank now stands 
on the site. 

Cooper’s Arms 
It stood on the corner of Lacy 
Rd (formerly Cooper’s Arms 
Lane) & High St - site now of  
an entrance of Putney Exchange. 
In the mid-17th C, John Mowden  
here carried on the dual trades of 
victualler & cooper. This later 
pub lasted, just, into the 20th C. 

Duke of Edinburgh (1895-1971) 
This was on Upper Richmond Road, opposite the 
Railway, and was nicknamed ‘The Brown House’;  
the ground floor currently houses Kebab King. 

The Quill 
On the corner of Quill Lane and Charlwood Road, 
it was, like the Arab Boy, owned by Henry Scarth 
and was supposedly named 
after the quill pen used by his 
solicitor father James (Henry 
too was a solicitor). The 
original was opened in 1854, 
was rebuilt in 1964, with a car 
park in front (R) and finally 
demolished in 2003, flats being built on the site. 


