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One Putney (Metro Bank/8993 Putney High Street) and 
Putney Vale Cemetery Gates and Mounting Block have 
been recognised in the Wandsworth Design Awards 
2019, just announced. 

One Putney is cited as ‘A contemporary mixeduse 
building with Art Deco references that masterly turns the 
corner from Putney High Street into Montserrat Road’, 
while Putney Vale Gates,  Gate Piers and  Mounting 
block on Kingston Road are described as an exemplary 
restoration of grade II listed gates and gate piers that 
were on the Heritage at Risk Register  along with the  
reinstatement of the Roehampton Mounting block 
dating from 1654 to its original location. 

These awards, held every other year since 1999,  
reward highquality design and give public recognition 
for building projects in Wandsworth that make a positive 
contribution to the borough. They also aim to raise the 
profile of design in Wandsworth and set a positive 
example to architects to improve the quality of the  
built environment. 

Of the 45 nominations across the borough, seven were 
in the SW15 postcode area. Other awards include 
Battersea Arts Centre which also won the Mayor’s 
Design Award and Thessaly Road Bridge, Nine Elms in 
the public spaces category showing what can be done 
with a dark uninviting bridge. 

https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/october
2020/wandsworthdesignawardwinnersannounced 

The Green Home Grant was launched in September 2020 
and eligibility closes at the end of March 2021.   

Owner occupiers (excluding new build properties) can 
obtain a grant to cover two thirds of the cost of installing 
new insulation or low carbon heating up to a maximum of 
£5,000.  These are defined as primary measures  If you 
install at least 1 primary measure, your voucher can be 

used to help cover the cost of secondary measures such 
as double glazing and draught proofing.  For more details 
about eligibility and the measures that are covered by the 
grant go to https://www.gov.uk/guidance/applyforthe
greenhomesgrantscheme. 

Wandsworth Council have also secured just over £0.5M 
to help those with a household income of less than 
£30,000 who live in properties with a poor or very low 
energy efficiency. 

 Whatever is planned, applicants must first get a quote 
from a TrustMark approved trader who will also complete 
the work.  Given the short time frame it may be that the 
scheme is most effective for those that want to improve 
insulation in their home as finding tradesmen for more 
major changes may be difficult in the time frame.  If you 
already have some insulation, but less than the maximum 
recommended amount, you can still apply. 

Putney wins Wandsworth Council  
Design Awards 2019 

What does the Green Homes Grant mean for you? 



The Department for 
Transport has agreed to 
provide some funding for 
the repairs required for 
Hammersmith Bridge but 
how much has not yet 
been disclosed. The 
closure of Hammersmith 
Bridge and the difficulty in 
funding significant 
remedial work has shone a 
light on the ownership and 
worsening state of all of 
London’s bridges. 

There appears no rule 
behind who owns our 
bridges. Our council is 
responsible for Putney and 
Wandsworth bridges and 
other councils own some 
but not all the others. For 
example, TfL own seven, 
including Chiswick, while 
five in the City come under 
the Bridge House Estate. 
The condition of each 
varies considerably. 
Wandsworth Council 
recently overhauled 
Putney Bridge and repairs 

to Wandsworth Bridge are 
being carried out now.  
However Tower Bridge 
recently failed, Vauxhall is 
described as “poor” and 
has recently shut, while 
four relatively close to us, 
Twickenham, Kew, 
Battersea and Lambeth, 
are classed as "fair" and 
will require more extensive 
interventions within 10 
years. Recent experience 
has shown the disruption 
resulting from the closure 
of even one major 
crossing. 

Maintaining our bridges, 
save those in the City, used 
to come under the old GLC 
before being passed, after 
its abolition, on mostly to 
the Boroughs. Were TfL 
ever to take on this 
Londonwide mantle they 
would require substantial 
funding which appears 
unlikely in the current 
climate. 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Stephen Luxford.  Stephen.luxford46@gmail.com 

Are London Bridges  
Falling Down?

We've missed being able to run the 
activities we normally would this year; the 
photo below is of our Hedgehog 
Afternoon, May 2019 on Putney Common. 
It was good to see so much interest in 
making our gardens and neighbourhoods 
more hedgehog friendly. We'd like to thank 
Bill Rowland, Head Ranger, Putney Lower 
Common and Peter Haldane, Conservation 
and Engagement Officer WPC, for their 
ongoing support for our cause, and 
particularly for providing the venue for this 
event. 

With due care for 'Covid safety ', our 
autumn survey of the local hedgehog 
population went ahead as planned. With 
the Scout Hall, near All Saints church,  once 
again the perfect base,  dedicated teams of 
6 trained volunteers,  'swept' the Common 
with powerful torches, systematically 
covering 7 zones,  until the early hours! 
Thanks to the expertise that has previously 
been shared with us, from London 
Zoological Society and other zoologists, we 
can feel confident that the result of our 
surveys have the validity needed to be a 
valuable contribution to data on hedgehog 
populations in this part of London. 

We know that very few children have seen 
hedgehogs in the wild; for those adults 
involved in the survey seeing these little 
creatures 'for real' on a chilly October 
evening was just the motivation we 
needed to continue doing all we can to 
ensure that they will be living alongside us 
for years to come. Please look out for us on 
Facebook or get in touch to get involved.  

SW15Hedgehogs 

saveourhedgehogs@gmail.com  

 

Autumn 2020 
update from 
SW15 Hedgehogs
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The government’s consultation on 
major reform of the planning system 
will have closed by the time you 
read this and a copy of the Society’s 
comments should have made it to 
the web site.  With so much to cover 
we have been working with others 
to share the load, such as the 
London Forum of Amenity Societies 
who are objecting on a London basis 
to the proposals for Housing 
Allocations.  The suggested 
algorithm for this makes the A level 
exam one look sane.  

There’s no question the current 
system can be slow as shown by two 
giant applications approved by 
October’s Planning Applications 
Committee.  The scheme for a hotel 
at the corner of Putney High Street 
and Putney Bridge Road dates back 
to 2017, although recently revised to 
squeeze more rooms (197) into less 
floor area, sadly still ten storeys high 
(see below).  Consent for this has 
been inevitable ever since the 
adjacent Levellers site (also a 2017 
application) was won on appeal after 
having been refused by 
Wandsworth.   

We wait to see whether either will 
be built as proposed.  100m away 
there’s a consent for hotel use of the 
historic White Lion, granted five 
years ago but still not started, with 
another proposal for 34 rooms in the 
Star & Garter still pending.  Who 
wants hotels now?  

The application for the Council 
sponsored demolition and rebuilding 
of the centre of the Alton Estate at 
Roehampton was ‘only’ from 2019, 
but has been in the making since at 
least 2012.  Awkwardly, partner 
Redrow have dropped out this year, 
leaving the Council unable to fund 
this.   

Amongst smaller recent applications 
it’s good to highlight some positives.  
The panel were able to write in 
support of proposals by the 
Ranelagh Sailing Club to peel the 
1900’s additions from their 
clubhouse on the Embankment to 
reveal and repair the Victorian 
frontage, and we have recently seen 
at least one infill house proposal 
that show the generosity of space 
good homes should have without 
being intrusive.    

There’s mixed news in Historic 
England’s review of the Heritage at 
Risk Register. ‘Only’ two entries in 
Putney.  Most will not be surprised 
to hear that they are the White Lion 
at the bottom of the High Street, 
and the Mount Clare Temple. 

If you are looking to benefit from the 
recently announced Green Homes 
Grant (as you should) then please 
get on with it.  You need to have a 
builder or boiler installer appointed 
and work under way by next March.  
Here’s where to start: 
https://www.gov.uk/applygreen
homesgrant.  

And finally a reminder that 2027 
November is the SPAB’s National 
Maintenance Week, when we should 
all be clearing gutters of recently 
fallen leaves and checking our 
homes ahead of the winter, just as 
you would service your car before 
any long journey.     

Buildings Panel 
Coconvenor: Andrew Catto    ac@andrewcatto.co.uk      020 8785 0077

Wandsworth  
Historical Society: 
Wandsworth  
Historian no. 110
There’s another clutch 
of splendid features in 
the latest issue of the 
Wandsworth Historian, 
including the tragic 
story of William 
Borradaile, the Vicar of 
Wandsworth 182238; 
the provision of 
housing for single 
professional women in 
Putney between the 
wars; and an insight 
into Edwardian drug 
stores in southwest 
London and how their 
proprietors set out to 
attract more customers.  
Other items reveal the 
name of the magazine 
that every Battersea 
antisuffrage supporter 
wanted to read in 1910, 
and explore the 
marketing of Putney
produced topquality 
tennis rackets in the 
1930s. 

The Wandsworth 
Historian is published 
by the Wandsworth 
Historical Society, and 
copies are available 
price £3.00 plus £1.50 
for postage and packing 
from  WHS, 
119 Heythorp Street, 
London SW18 5BT  
or by emailing 
020neil119@gmail.com 

Cheques payable to 
Wandsworth Historical 
Society please.  Online 
payment also accepted.  
www.wandsworth 
history.org.uk. 
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Age UK are looking for volunteers for a 
new service called Active Chats. Those 
isolated and alone, especially with 
Covid19, are doing and moving about 
less. This service matches these people 
with trained telephone befrienders, 
who will call for a chat and to work 
through some gentle seated exercises. 
The exercises have been designed by a 
professional personal trainer and 
physiotherapist. The phone calls are 
weekly, and are social and friendly, 
rather than telephone bootcamp! All 
exercises are from a seated position to 
avoid the danger of falls, and are 
important for physical and mental 
wellbeing. Volunteers are carefully 
selected, police checked and receive 
training from a professional personal 
trainer. Volunteers should be friendly 
and chatty, so that that they’re good 
company for those isolated individuals. 
Contact sorrel.brown@ 
ageukwandsworth.org.uk or call 0208 
877 8940 for more details.  
Or check out the website at 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/wandsworth
/ourservices/beafriendservice/  Full 
training and support are given, and you 
don’t need to be fit either!   

Age UK are also offering a new LGBTQ+ 
service that offers telephone 
befriending alongside optional gentle 
exercise routines and mindfulness 
techniques. For more information 
contact them on 0208 877 8940 or 
email rebecca.lothian@ 
ageukwandsowrth.org.uk 

The lack of Public Toilets is a subject 
often raised, and the Panel is working 
on seeing if we can get this back on the 
Council’s agenda.  There is no 

government requirement for Councils 
to provide them, and nationally this is 
causing big problems, especially with 
Covid19 and the lack of open public 
toilet facilities. Many people have 
health issues that necessitate quick 
access to a lavatory, and currently 
Putney, aside from the Exchange, has 
no open public toilets, and none 
available after the shops shut. Not only 
is this a problem for the public, but the 
myriad delivery bikers have nowhere to 
go except alleyways, and any dark 
corner they can find. This is a health 
hazard causing issues for the street 
cleaners and public alike.  

We are delighted that we are going to 
be putting up another Community 
Noticeboard, this time in the Exchange, 
by the Waitrose lifts. We hope to share 
information on what is going on in 
Putney with those who are digitally 
excluded, and for everyone else too. 
With thanks to the Exchange. Our 
external board is currently awaiting a 
new home after we had to move it from 
the hoardings outside the new NatWest 
Bank. 

Keep your information secure.  Some 
useful advice when more and more 
people are becoming isolated is to 
ensure at least one trusted loved one 
has knowledge of your passwords and 
online accounts. If something happens 
to you suddenly, and you do online 
banking or other parts of your life are 
“online”, then, if they cannot access 
your phone and computer, it will be 
very difficult, if not impossible, for 
executors and loved ones to do what 
has to be done. 

Community Panel 
Coconvenors: Victoria Diamond & Val Jones 
 Vickysw15@aol.com & jones.val@gmail.com      07746 022654

Ever wanted to 
recreate your 
favourite dish from 
your local 
restaurant? 
Positively Putney 
has just published 
Putney’s first recipe 
book which features 
twenty recipes from 
cafes and 
restaurants in 
Putney. 

They are asking for 
donations to 
Putney’s local 
charity The Royal 
Hospital for Neuro
Disability (RHN) with 
every download.  

To get your copy go 
to http://positively 
putney.co.uk/putney
toplatecharity
recipebookisnow 
onsale/ where you 
will find a button 
linking to the RHN 
justgiving page.  
After donating you 
will receive a 
password, which will 
enable you to 
download the PDF 
book. 

Chair: Robert Arguile 
020 8788 4554     chair@putneysociety.org.uk 
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan  
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 
Website Editor: Robert Arguile  
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin Editor: Judith Chegwidden  
020 8788 4489    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Membership: Chris Orriss  
020 8785 7115 membership@putneysociety.org.uk 
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX  
Treasurer: Andrew Nichol 
07894 982 020   nicol.andrewjd@gmail.com

PUTNEY SOCIETY 
CONTACTS 
See website for full details: 
www.putneysociety.org.uk



Over 5 years ago the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS) launched 
a campaign to discourage the paving 
over of front gardens – and in the 
same year, Baroness Jones noted in a 
debate in the House of Lords “Each 
front garden that is paved over will 
increase the potential for disaster 
when it comes to flooding and various 
other problems that we already face. 
We have to ask ourselves whether we 
can afford the situation where 3 
million front gardens in the UK are 
now paved over, three times more 
than 10 years ago. The report 
highlights that trend and explains 
some ways to put it right. 

“The paving over of front gardens has 
happened because people 
increasingly want to create a parking 
space or to cut garden maintenance, 
as everyone now is short of time and 
short of energy. However, while they 
are solving what they perceive to be 
one set of problems—lack of time or 
space to park their car—they are 
creating a multitude of new problems.  

“It is inadequate planning laws that 
are allowing this to happen. After the 
2007 floods, the Government quite 
rightly, in 2008, changed planning 
laws to encourage the use of 
permeable materials in front gardens 
to prevent surface water runoff. That 
was a good idea. However, given that 

since then half of London’s front 
gardens have disappeared under 
paving or tarmac  a 36% increase  it 
is obvious that planning laws are not 
working. I would argue that they are 
now increasing the risk of local 
flooding.” 

Sadly neither the RHS, nor the wishes 
of the House of Lords, nor the Putney 
Society Front Garden competition, 
have managed to stem the rising tide 
of impermeable paving in our local 
streets.  In theory, planning 
permission is required for 
impermeable paving in excess of 5m2 
but a search of the Wandsworth 
planning portal shows no recent 
permissions for paving installed in 
local streets. Do landscapers and 
paving companies deliberately ignore 
the requirement for permeable 
paving or are they simply unaware of 
the regulations? 

The Open Spaces panel is determined 
to try and stem this tide – but we 
cannot do this on our own and we are 
in the process of contacting other 
agencies including the South West 
London Environmental Network, the 
local council and the GLA to see if 
they can work with us.  

To see what can be done  see this 
vibrant front garden in neighbouring 
Southfields Grid. No impermeable 
paving here! 

FUTURE PANEL 
MEETINGS  

COMMUNITY 
12 November,  
10 December by Zoom 
(18.30) 
Coconvenors:  
Vicky Diamond &  
Val Jones 
vickysw15@aol.co.uk, 
jones.val@gmail.com 
Vicky T: 07746 022654  
Val T: 07780 674114  

TRANSPORT  
10 November,  
8 December by Zoom 
(19.30) 
Convenor:  
Stephen Luxford 
Stephen.luxford46 
@gmail.com 
 
BUILDINGS  
4 November,  
2 December by Zoom 
(18.00)  
Convenor: 
Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 
T: 07831 761327 
 
OPEN SPACES  
5 November,  
3 December  
by Zoom (18.30) 
Convenor:  
Judith Chegwidden 
judith.chegwidden@ 
gmail.com 
T: 020 8788 4489 
 
 

For the moment all panel 
meetings are held on Zoom.  
We will let you know as soon 
as the guidance allows us to 
meet in person. If you are 
new to panel meetings, 
please contact the panel 
convenor by email if you 
want to take part in the 
Zoom meeting and they will 
send out an invitation. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Coconvenor: Judith Chegwidden    judith.chegwidden@gmail.com      020 8788 4489      
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Dear Editor 

With reference to the White Paper “Planning for the Future” (your 
October issue), I completely agree with Andrew Catto that ‘Beauty 
is in the eye of the beholder’.  As the most important beholders of 
proposed new buildings in any particular area will be the local 
community, it therefore follows that their views on the beauty (or 
otherwise) of proposed local developments must be the deciding 
ones. Which is precisely what the White Paper proposes.    

As regards Mr Catto’s charge that the Government intends this 
provision to facilitate increased densities in Putney and elsewhere: 
yes, of course it does.  As a direct result of the country not 
building nearly enough dwellings to meet demand for more than 
40 years, the average house price in London is now an excruciating 
13 times average annual income, compared to the traditional (and 
affordable) 4 times of earlier years.  The social consequences of 
this price rise have been devastating, and to remedy the situation 
there is now wide agreement that we will have to start building 
around 300,000 new dwellings a year instead of the recent 
approximately 180,000.   

In this context any notion that Roehampton will be able to avoid 
very substantial future densification is sheer fantasy.  We will have 
to play our part in solving a national crisis. And to its credit the 
White Paper suggests a way in which the inevitable additional 
building can be done while at the same time satisfying people’s 
deepseated yearning for what they regard as a beautiful 
environment. 

Should Mr Catto still be unconvinced, may I in conclusion point 
out that Nicholas Boys Smith, the highly socially conscious founder 
of Create Streets, is an enthusiastic supporter of the new policy?  I 
again urge the Putney Society to give this extremely welcome 
White Paper its wholehearted support. 

Maritz Vandenberg 
 

Response from Andrew Catto,  
Convenor Putney Society Buildings Panel 

I don’t disagree that homes in London are unaffordable.  But the 
Planning for the Future White paper starts from the wrong 
premise that new homes are not built because there aren’t 
enough planning consents and that this in turn comes about 
because of opposition from communities.  The reality is that there 
are five years’ worth of unbuilt planning consents already granted.  
They are unbuilt because of the business model of the big 
housebuilders, who limit supply to keep prices and profits high, 
not for lack of consents.  Their output has stayed between 150
180,000pa since the end of WWII and fell under 100,000pa. 
between 2009 and 2014.   Over 300,000 new homes annually was 
achieved in the 1960’s by widespread building of Council housing.  
The government stopped this and could just as readily restart it.    

The Putney Society’s opposition to the scheme abandoned by 
Redrow is not against extra density, we have actively suggested 
where the extra homes can go, but to the needless destruction of 
sound 60 year old buildings and the huge waste of resources and 
energy this entails at a time of climate emergency. 

Letters to the Editor and some responses 

Dear Editor 

Loath though I am to criticise the report of the Transport Panel 
(October Bulletin), not least because I'm a member of it, I don’t 
want to let the comment on WBC's 'suspension' of the Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods go by: "Sensibly, rather than pursue the exercise 
to the bitter end, the Council pulled the plug," the panel said. 
There clearly were problems with the introduction of the LTNs, as 
was only to be expected since any change in traffic arrangements 
always attracts immediate opposition  something that councils in 
other areas have found. In particular, the problems with access for 
the emergency services were very important and should have 
been dealt with directly as a priority (one idea being the 
introduction of ‘bus gates’). A great deal of the opposition, 
though, came not just from vested interests like the Licensed Taxi 
Drivers' Association but from people who had not yet worked out 
alternatives or were simply unable to accept that their ability to 
drive wherever and whenever they wanted could be restricted. 

 To react ‘sensibly’ to the criticisms levelled at the LTNs would 
have meant identifying the problems and finding solutions to 
them, as well as listening and explaining that these schemes take 
time to bed in as people get used to them and find alternative 
ways to travel. But instead, the council heedlessly panicked, 
cravenly giving in to the protestors after a mere 10 days. What a 
gutless reaction, sadly all too typical of a council which, despite 
grandly declaring a climate emergency, has done very little in 
practice to respond to it. I hope at least that they will be returning 
to TfL the money they received for these schemes: that body has 
rather more ideas on how to spend it effectively than our own 
hapless council.  

  Richard Carter 

 

Response from Stephen Luxford,  
Convenor, Putney Society Transport Panel 

I think you have dismissed the opponents of the LTN as those with 
vested interests such as taxi drivers. It was much more than this. 
Over 600 people in Putney raised concerns within the first week or 
so. Very key stakeholders such as the emergency services did 
likewise.  One can only assume that were the Council easily able 
to satisfy the emergency services they would have done so, so it 
must have been more difficult than you think. From comments on 
SW15 the scheme appears to not have been promoted properly 
i.e. what were the benefits?  The implementation was flawed and 
there appeared to be no winners  e.g. even cyclists were 
complaining.  

My point therefore was in the face of such opposition it seemed 
sensible to me to withdraw and take stock. I have not said 
abandon it forever. Evaluate where the problems were and what 
worked well. Maybe there is an alternative approach? For 
example, why not close access via the Heath in the rush hour? 
There may be other ideas. 

 

 
The Editor reserves the right to edit letters.


