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Putney Society’s Annual General Meeting 

St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Thursday 17 March at 7.30 pm 

At the AGM we review the Society’s year and elect the officers of 
the Society (Chair, Secretary and Treasurer) and up to twelve other 
members of the Executive Committee (EC). You will have seen from 
the Bulletin that the Society has been very active this year on an 
eclectic range of topics including: 

 Improving Putney High Street – lobbying to minimise the 
“canyon” effect in the High Street, supporting the ban on day-
time deliveries to improve traffic flow, continuing to lobby 
South West Trains to smarten up the façade of Putney Station 

 Improving road safety – a deputation convinced local council-
lors that 20mph zones were needed locally. 

 Participating in London-wide seminars on air quality – in prep-
aration for an extensive exercise to measure air quality across 
Putney 

 Supporting Wandsworth Heritage Festival by organising a lec-
ture on William Morris at All Saints Church 

 Setting up a discount scheme for our members supporting 
small local shops and businesses 

 Encouraging cohesion amongst the citizens of Putney by pub-
lishing a monthly Bulletin, running a topical website and using 
social media to communicate with local residents 

The Committee members are unpaid volunteers. We are very active 
because we are committed to the preservation and improvement of  
the local environment and amenities. We are ambitious for the fu-
ture of Putney and hope to recruit more members to the EC and 
others who may have less time but are willing to commit a couple of 
hours a month. See page six for more information. ∎ 

Members Monthly Meeting 

LAUNCH OF PUTNEY PROMOTIONS DISCOUNT SCHEME 
THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY 6.30pm ST MARY’S CHURCH, PUTNEY BRIDGE 

We are DELIGHTED to announce the launch of Putney Promotions Discount Scheme, which, we hope, will run 
for many years. This is your chance to come and meet many of the local independent retailers who have 
joined the Scheme, and for them to meet you. There are still some retailers that we haven’t had a chance to 
visit, but we anticipate having covered the majority by the time of this launch. The aim behind this is to en-
courage more of us to shop locally, and to support the independent retailers.  You will all shortly be receiving 
your Welcome Letter and your Membership Cards, so, when you have them, do look out for the Swan sticker 
in the windows, and SHOP LOCAL!  

Refreshments will be on offer on the 25th. Please note the early start time of 6.30pm. 

The usual  suspects: See P 2 
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Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 11 Feb, 10 Mar                 
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 9 Feb, 8 Mar 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW15 2DS (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings:  10 Feb, 9 Mar 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 4 Feb, 3 Mar 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.

gov.uk 
 

  

High Street loading ban begins 
A temporary ban on Putney High Street deliveries between 7am and 7pm from Mon-
day to Saturday began in January. It’s designed to help free up traffic and thereby 
make a small dent in our air pollution problem. After a faltering start most shops now 
appear to be complying although it would be good to hear what Members make of this 
initiative. 

Station update 

South West Trains (SWT) and Network Rail held another ‘meet the public’ exercise in 
January. SWT will set out the questions raised and their answers on their website. The 
key stages in the development to look out for are: 
January - work has begun to erect a canopy on Platform One which is expected to be 
completed by March. Unfortunately, the temporary wall behind it will not be made 
permanent until at least 2019 or later depending on funding. The metal compound that 
obstructs the entrance to the side of the station is expected to have been replaced and 
reduced in size by the end of January 
March - some limited work will begin to restore the part of the façade above the en-
trance. The rest of the façade either side of this is Network Rail’s responsibility and it is 
hoped that they will restore this later. 
June – the long outstanding power supply problems are due to be finally resolved. This 
will enable installation of two new retail outlets, one where the ticket office currently 
sits and the other on the left hand side before the ticket barrier. No news yet on what 
these shops might be. Work to make the entrance ramp compliant with Disability legis-
lation is also expected to be completed. 
Unfortunately, despite previous pressure from the Society there was no firm news on 
when a defibrillator might be installed at the station. This is an important matter given 
last year some 11.2 million people began or ended their journey here. Although SWT 
have made sympathetic noises there has been no progress so we intend to pursue this 
campaign. 
Finally, Members may wish to respond to the current consultation being run by the Rail 
Executive which seeks views on the South Western Rail Franchise (deadline 9 February)  
 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passengers-invited-to-have-their-say-on-
south-western-train-franchise ∎ 

Air Pollution  
It took Putney High Street just eight days to exceed its annual limit of 18 occasions 
when the average hourly nitrogen dioxide level is permitted to exceed the prescribed 
legal limit of 200 milligrams per cubic metre.  The total number of breaches in 2015 was 
an appalling 1,329 giving some indication of the scale of the problem we still face.  The 
fact that levels are now well down on those in prior years is of little comfort when one 
contemplates the key challenge – where will the next improvements come from?  Ban-
ning diesel buses?  Banning diesels altogether?  Banning traffic altogether??  There are 
no easy answers but this is a serious public health problem that will not simply blow 
away.  We will closely monitor the effect of the new delivery lorry restrictions. ∎ Nitrogen Dioxide  
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Statement from the outgoing President of the Putney Society, John Ewing 
“Last year the Society’s Executive Committee supported a proposal for the listing of Allbrook 
House and the Library in Roehampton.  A proposal which was refused by Historic England.  
At the time I wrote a personal letter as President, supporting the objections to this proposal by 
James Mckinney, Vicar of Roehampton.  
I have always supported WBC’s plans for regeneration of Roehampton, and I would encourage 

the Putney Society to do so. Ideally Executive Committee and President should be in 
accord.  In this case it was not possible.  In view of this I am standing down as Presi-
dent with immediate effect. 
It was a privilege to be elected as President - I wish the Society a successful future.” 

From the Editor 
This statement above has been provided by John Ewing.  Please note: 
1.   The Executive took a majority decision to support a proposal to list Allbrook 
House and the Library. 
2.      The Putney Society has been and continues to be supportive of the regenera-
tion plans for Roehampton in most particulars. ∎  

Christmas tends to reduce the volume of planning applications, which offers a welcome 
respite from this part of the panel’s work, but instead brings a rash of consultations on 
policy changes from the Government and the Council.  We have reviewed Wandsworth’s 
new Supplementary Planning Document on Heritage (short on actually policy), and pos-
sible revisions of policy affecting Industrial and Business space, which we say is being lost 
at an alarming rate – ask local shop keepers where their daytime customers have gone – 
and needs far more robust protection than now offered. Nationally, changes to core 
planning policy through review of the National Planning Policy Framework and the Hous-
ing and Planning Bill, now passed by the Commons, threaten to redefine ‘affordable 
housing’ as discounted (to £450,000) ‘starter homes’ for first buyers, ending any provi-
sion of homes to rent.  Where will your children and the nurses, shop workers etc. live?   

Last year the Society was one of only a handful of objectors to the proposal for illuminated advertising screens 
at Rosslyn Park Rugby Football Ground.  Now that these are built and shining brightly many more local residents 
are campaigning for their removal and we are in touch with the Council’s enforcement officer to ensure that the 
related tree planting does not get forgotten.  A reminder of why we all need to remain vigilant and act as soon 
as poor development is proposed.  As a panel we are now planning the Open Members’ Meetings for May and 
October.  For the last few years we have covered areas of changing Government and Council policy, but is this 
what you, our members, want?  Planning is now a hot topic in the press and Mayoral Elections. The outcome of 
planning decisions will affect us and several generations to come. Do you want more coverage of these matters, 
or would you prefer more about Putney’s history?  Do please tell us.  ∎ 

Snippets 

Starting in April, the Members’ Monthly Meetings (MMMs) will move from Thursdays to Mondays thus becom-
ing MMMMs. 
TfL has rejected the request from the Society to place a Blue Plaque to Henri Gaudier-Brzeska on the railway arch 
in which he worked in Winthorpe Road . Roy Plomley was the EC’s second choice and this option is now being ex-
plored further. 
Hustings: Despite a major effort by the Chair some mayoral candidates were unable to attend a hustings pro-
posed jointly with the Wandsworth Society.  Some agreed and the rest were very apologetic  We have been invit-
ed to a London-wide mayoral hustings organised by a number of groups including London Forum at Cowcross 
Street on 22 March. Judith Chegwidden is trying to organise a hustings for the GLA candidates for Merton and 
Wandsworth with a provisional date of 14 April at St Anne’s Church, SW18. ∎ 



Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor: 

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
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The Community 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

  

The weather this winter has to say the least been 
unusually wet and warm.  Apart from the occasional 
bird nesting there have been some unusual blooms 
spotted. A Magnolia tree that usually comes into 
bloom in April  is in flower and a Pyrocanthus, nor-
mally flowering in March when the nesting birds 
have eaten last year’s  crop of berries, can be seen 
with both flowers and fruit.  Both of these photo-
graphs were taken in early January in Putney.  ∎ 

New Catalpas for Old 
The Society has paid for the supply and planting of two new Catalpa bignonioides trees in 
Wandsworth Park.  The cost is being met from the Society's Tree Fund (established after the 
great storm in 1987 which destroyed so many of our local trees).  They have been planted in the 
formal beds at the south-eastern corner of the park - where two Catalpa trees formed part of 
the original planting scheme carried out early in the 1900s.  These trees had recently reached 
the end of their life-span; one blew down, the other had to be removed because of decay.  The 
new trees were planted last month with the help of Councillor Jim Maddan and Pat Gross, the 
Chair of the new Friends of Wandsworth Park (friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com).  The 
arrangements, with the council's Tree Officers, had been made by the Society's Open Spaces 
Panel. Catalpas are special because of their almost trop-
ical appearance: large, light-green leaves with creamy-
white blossom in the Spring, then the French-bean like 
seed pods later in the year (giving the popular name, 
Indian Bean Tree). 
The Panel has also had discussions with a Transport for 
London Tree Officer to see if the Society could pay for 
the planting of two trees on the wide pavement area in 
front of the new Stamford Square development, just 
west of East Putney Station, on the Upper Richmond 
Road.  It all depends on whether or not there are ser-
vice complications under the pavement here. ∎ Pat Gross, Jim Maddan and John Horrocks 

THE FRIENDS OF QUEEN MARY’S HOSPITAL 
Roehampton Lane, London SW15 5PN 
We are looking for a part-time secretary to join this small busy Charity office.  The appointee must have organisational, 
computer and management skills and be decisive. 3 – 4 mornings or 12 hours a week.   Flexible holidays.  Salary negotia-
ble. Contact: Jane Perry at:  020 8487 6315 or e-mail:   friends.qmh@stgeorges.nhs.uk  ∎ 

Community Panel  
We welcome your ideas and suggestions on what you’d like us to concentrate on in 2016. In 
the past year we've spent a lot of time on mental health issues, attended local CCG (Clinical 

Commissioning Group) meetings, SNT (local police) meetings, Sea Scouts, recycling, supported 
Friends of Putney Library, organised a First Aid Course, and investigated the lack of defibrilla-
tors amongst other things. Lately we've been putting a lot of time into Putney Promotions and 
recruiting independent local businesses, with the help of other members of the Society. The 
Community Panel has such a wide remit, that it’s good to have specific topics for us to investi-
gate and promote. We’d also like some new faces to come to a meeting or two - new blood is 
always welcome and the time commitment is tailored to suit the individuals involved.  Our 
meetings are held in central Putney, on the second Thursday of the month at 18.30. Many 
thanks to those who have worked so hard in the last year, and Happy New Year to you all.  ∎ 
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Citizen Science Project: Atmospheric Pollution in Putney 
Volunteers needed on February 14 and March 15 
Following concerns about atmospheric pollution in Putney and with support from the social enter-
prise Mapping for Change, the Society mobilised volunteers to conduct a survey of nitrogen dioxide 
(NO2) levels at 36 sites in central Putney over four weeks in September/October 2011. There have 
been attempts to reduce pollution from buses by retrofitting catalytic converters and although pol-
lution is slightly less, we are concerned that the early reductions are not being maintained. Conse-
quently, the Executive Committee has agreed that the Society would carry out a further exercise in 
measuring pollution, using tubes attached to lampposts and similar street furniture. Last time we 
carried out this exercise, we attached a total of 36 tubes to 18 sites on main roads in Putney to 
measure pollution; this time we are being more ambitious and propose to use a total of 60 tubes at 
30 sites in Putney High Street, Upper and Lower Richmond Roads, Putney Bridge Road, Oxford Road 
and near one or more schools. We are about to collect the tubes, and will start work in the near fu-
ture. However, we need some help to do this and are appealing for volunteers to assist. It won't be 
an onerous task: we just need to attach the tubes to suitable points and then, after a few weeks, 
remove them and send them for analysis. So if you would like to help us in this task, please do get in 
touch with me, as I'm co-ordinating the exercise. My email address is richard_carter@fastmail.fm, 
and I look forward to hearing from you. ∎ 

Local List Review 

Members will know of the idea of Listed Buildings. Roehampton is surprisingly rich in these, ranging in period from the 
Kings Head to the five slab blocks in Clarence Lane. Putney however is poorly represented because so much, apart from St 
Mary’s, was lost to Victorian rebuilding following the arrival of the railways, although Putney Bridge is Grade II with a II* 
church each end. Less well known is that Wandsworth Council, along with other local authorities, keeps a ‘Local List’ of 
buildings and other features like milestones that may not make it on to the national list but add to local character.  This 
List does not provide the same level of protection, but is still both an important consideration in planning applications and 
in reminding us of our history.   

Wandsworth are due to review the Local List this year, and will be looking to the Putney Society and other amenity 
groups to suggest what might be added.  We in turn would like YOU to help by suggesting to us anything locally that 
might be added.  Suggestions already in are the Society’s blue plaques and the sundial on Zeeta House, or indeed the 
whole building.  Other possible structures could be an interesting old bollard, grave marker, sewer vent or lamp standard 
as well as buildings.  Ideas to ac@andrewcatto.co.uk.  Secondly they are asking us for volunteers willing to go out and 
photograph the candidates for inclusion.  Offers of help to the same address, please.  If you would like to know more, the 
local list can be seen at http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/514/building_conservation_and_design/194/
listed_buildings_and_borough_history/7 and national listings can be searched at www.historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list ∎ 

Commons News 
 Scrub bashers meet at the Windmill at 10.30 on 

13 and 27 February, 12 and 26 March 
 No election is to be held to fill the vacancy on the 

Board left by Nick Evans resignation  

 The levy is to be increased by 2.5% raising 
£25,747 

 Charles Russell Speechlys LLP, Solicitors, have 
been invited to submit a proposal as to how they 
would guide and advise Trustees through the 
implementation of the Charity Commission’s Oc-
tober action plan 

 Grazing on Public Open Spaces: 9th February at 
7.15pm at  London Scottish Golf Club SW19 5NQ 

Diary Dates 
 
Wed February 17  Visit to Middle Temple 

Sunday  February 14  Citizen Science: volunteers needed 

Thursday  February 25 Launch of Putney Promotions 

Sunday March 6  Putney Embankment Art Market 

Thursday  March 17  Putney Society AGM 

Tuesday  March 22  London Forum Mayoral Hustings 

Sunday March 27  Boat Race 

Thursday  April 14  GLA Hustings 

Tuesday May 10     Visit to Southside House 

Monday July 4   Wandsworth Heritage Festival 

Sunday July 31   Ride London Cycle (roads closed) 

 

mailto:richard_carter@fastmail.fm
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992,  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS,  nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk  

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242). www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Your Committee 

needs  

YOU 

Join the Committee or Commit to the Society 

The Putney Society is constantly finding new areas that would benefit from its interest. 
We therefore need committed and enthusiastic people to join us on the Committee. Can 
you spare some time and serve on the Executive Committee (EC)? Or could you nominate 
someone you know to become an EC member? Please think about it. WE NEED HELP! 

We will enclose a nomination form with the next Bulletin or one can be downloaded now 
from our website. This is for nominations of members prepared to offer their input and 
time to serve on the EC. The Committee meets 12 times a year to manage the running of 
the Society, to discuss local issues, set and monitor budgets, plan events etc. This is your 
chance to get involved with our efforts to make Putney and Roehampton better places to 
live. Nominations will need a proposer and seconder, who must also be members of the 
Society (full details in the next bulletin). We can assure you that being an EC member is 
worthwhile, and very interesting – there is never a dull moment with so much happening 
in our area at present. This is your chance to get involved in local issues! 

Situations Vacant 

Currently we are looking for a Treasurer because our current Treasurer, Fiona McLachlan, 
is standing down at the AGM.  No previous experience is required since training will be  
provided if needed. 

Perhaps you don’t want to serve on the Executive, but perhaps you could offer to help us 
in other ways (e.g. delivering leaflets, IT, marketing skills). We are currently actively seek-
ing:  

 Heritage Officer (to organise our blue plaques scheme, and arrange cultural 
events for local festivals) 

 Archivist (we deposit key Society documents in the archives at Battersea Library) 

 Deputy Treasurer  

 Deputy Bulletin Editor (to collaborate with the Editor) 

 Deputy Website Editor (to collaborate with the Editor) 

 Deputy Membership Secretary  

No previous interest or training is needed for any of these roles. The EC is collaborative 
and additional specialist training will be provided. 

Could you contribute in any way?  If you want more information about the Executive 
Committee, or the non-Executive roles, or how you could help, please ring or email the 
Chair, Judith Chegwidden or Secretary, Carolyn McMillan or appropriate members of the 
EC (see below). We’d be delighted to talk to you in person or by email.  ∎ 

Quote of the month: 
Do the right thing. It will gratify some people and astonish the rest. 
Mark Twain 
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