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Putney Society Members’ Meeting Thursday 25 June, 7.30pm,  

St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge  

A Fragile Sky: Light and Life in 

the Himalaya 

By Keith MacIntosh, FRGS 

Putney-based traveller and photographer Keith MacIntosh will share images of 

the mountains and the people who live there in this Members’ Meeting to be 

held in St. Mary’s Church on the 25 June. He will be talking about his travels in 

the Himalaya using photographs taken during two visits. The first, in 2010, was 

at a time of disaster, when devastating floods tore through homes and lives in 

Ladakh. In 2013 he visited again, to see whether traditional values were helping 

people to recover. The more recent devasting earthquakes in Nepal remind us 

just how fragile life in the mountains can be.  

While the Himalaya may be a wonderful place for photography, its people often 

struggle to survive in the harsh environment, faced by a wide range of natural 

challenges - storms, earthquakes, landslides, and blinding light. The Buddhist 

cultures found in the region are based on values such as compassion, patience, 

hospitality, and co-operation - these are the key to life under such fragile skies. 

(Keith’s presentation is based on his exhibition ‘The Light of Ladakh’, held at 

Putney Library in 2014.) 

Putney Society Members’ Meetings are free to members and £3 at the door for 

non-members.  

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 11 June, 9 July at  
6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 9 June, 14 July 
 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor : Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 10 June, 8 July 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces:, 4 June, 2 July 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

  

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 

Page 2 

A Roehampton less green 

Roehampton seems set to become significantly less green in  

the years ahead. New developments are sweeping away the area's  

long-established trees and open spaces as new buildings are going up (or are 

planned) - where previously we had greenery. The Council's Masterplan for the 

regeneration of Roehampton shows that this relentless process of environmen-

tal change is set to continue remorselessly. 

Just look at Roehampton University's development of the new student  

accommodation at Downshire House on Roehampton Lane. The new blocks, 

nearing completion, have replaced some of Roehampton's largest and finest 

lime trees. They were 'protected' by Tree Preservation Orders!  The character 

and appearance of Roehampton Lane here has been completely changed.  

Any new replacement planting will be insignificant. 

Earlier, the St James' development of the new Emerald Square housing 

scheme on the old Arton Wilson site, lower down Roehampton Lane, (opposite 

the main entrance to the University), involved the destruction of over sixty large 

mature trees - including the screen of conifers and silver birch trees along the 

site's frontage.   

The new Mosaic School, currently being developed next to the former South 

Thames College building at 166 Roehampton Lane, has involved the removal 

of some twenty-seven trees  - completely changing the outlook for adjoining 

residents, for the worse. 

As the Borough Council's Supplementary Planning Document for the  

regeneration of Roehampton shows, there will be extensive destruction of  

established trees on the Alton Estate as the redevelopment proceeds. Take  

the 'village green' open space by Roehampton Library in Danebury Avenue 

with its mixed collection of mature trees. The Spring flowering trees here 

looked delightful a few weeks ago, in full blossom. As the Council's illustrations 

for the Supplementary Planning Document show, all these trees will go. 

So, people who say that one of the things that they like about living in  

Roehampton is the greenery and the trees, (and this is what the surveys 

show), are going to be disappointed with the way the area is changing.   

And our Council is doing nothing to stop it. The pity is - it really doesn't have  

to be like this!  

Mature Lime trees,  

Roehampton Lane 

A £20,000 crowdfunding bid has been launched to expand and secure the  

future of the popular Hive Café at the University of Roehampton, which is part 

of the students’ union’s successful “Growhampton” project.  

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.roehampton.ac.uk/news/2015/may/roehampton-hive-cafe-£20,000-crowdfunding-bid/
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The Buildings Panel had hoped to  

arrange a meeting to brief Society 

members on Affordable Housing this 

month, but as you will see elsewhere  

our Councillors were too busy  

campaigning for the General Election 

to have time for this. However I can  

report back on an excellent, if  

depressing, briefing arranged by the 

London Forum of Amenity Societies,  

to which the Putney Society belongs.   

The summary of this is that there has 

been a shortage of decent housing in 

London ever since the Second World 

War, and that the shortfall just keeps 

getting bigger, the more so now that 

London’s population is growing again.  

Monitoring of new homes built in 2014 

shows that, whilst all of the market 

housing target was met, almost all of 

this was flats, and only 50% of the  

target for “affordable” homes was built 

– despite the definition of affordable 

now requiring a household income of 

£86,000 p.a.    

Whilst we complain (and rightly) of 

over-tall development on the Upper 

Richmond Road and elsewhere it 

seems we are not alone. London’s  

local authorities overall allowed more 

than half of all new developments to 

exceed their supposed needs-based 

density targets.   

And that’s with the schemes built as 

consented.  Ever increasing delays 

from our underfunded planning depart-

ment – or simply knowing they won’t 

get consent - seems to be encourag-

ing more local residents to start work 

without asking. We are following up a 

case of a recently demolished wall in 

one local Conservation Area, and a  

six foot front wall built in another, both 

of which would have gone unnoticed 

by Wandsworth Council without the 

vigilance of Putney Society members.  

If you see this sort of work happening 

don’t assume it has permission. Tell 

me and we can check.     

I asked last month for your feedback 

on the Council’s new Supplementary 

Planning Document for Roehampton.  

Your panel last month agreed that this 

in effect is the Council, as landowner, 

giving consent to its own plans for  

demolishing and rebuilding or selling 

off substantial parts of the internation-

ally renowned Alton West estate, 

which seem to us to be short on real 

justification.    

In Central Putney the developers of 

the ‘TKMaxx / Halfords’ site on the 

High Street are talking to the Council 

about changes – but not, we suspect, 

big changes - to their scheme. We  

also hear that a new scheme for the 

‘Blades’ site directly opposite and on 

Putney Bridge Road is also under  

discussion.  

 

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Please come to the  

Student Exhibition at  

Putney School of Art,  

Oxford Road, from Monday 

1 June until Thursday  

18 June, prize giving from 

6.30 Saturday 13 June. 

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Putney Society Members’ Visit: 16 September 2015 

Chartwell House  
Westerham, Kent 

We have arranged a visit to Chartwell House,  

travelling by coach from Putney at 09.15 for a 09.30 

departure, on Wednesday 16 September. Chartwell 

was the family home of Sir Winston Churchill from 

1924 until the end of his life. The rooms and gardens 

remain much as they were when he lived there and 

contain personal memorabilia, books and family photo-

graphs. The beautiful terraced gardens contain the 

lakes  

Sir Winston created and Lady Churchill’s Rose  

Garden. The Studio has many examples of  

Sir Winston’s art on show. 

Entrance to the house is free to National Trust members and costs £11.00 for non-members. We will 

have pre-allocated timed tickets to tour the house.   

The house is built on steep valley sides and consequently involves steps and slopes but a mobility bus 

will be available to take those who need it to visit the house. Paths in the garden are paved. 

A self-service Lunch will be available in the Landemare café, and the Shop is located nearby. 

We hope to return home into Putney around 18.00 hours. 

To book your place please send a SAE with your name, address, phone number and names of 

guests and your email address, together with a cheque payable to ‘The Putney Society’, to 

Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH. 

National Trust members: £17.50 - Non-National Trust members: £28.50 

Please indicate if you are a National Trust/Life member and remember to bring your membership cards 

with you on the day. Applications must be received no later than 20 August 2015 and departure  

arrangements will be confirmed 10 days before the visit.  

Date for your diary: 

On Thursday 22 October at 1.30 pm, we will be organising a tour of BBC Broadcasting House - further 

We would like to hear from YOU ... 

As we plan ahead for the next year we would like to make sure that we are listening to all our  

members – why not write a letter to the Bulletin or participate in our on-line discussion forum? 

Or send me an email with suggestions for meetings and social events.  Other local amenity  

societies organise summer parties – should we do the same?  Mo Howley, our Social Secretary, 

organises visits throughout the year, but would love to get more suggestions from our members.  

And what about topics for our monthly meetings?  Let me know your ideas - I am really looking  

forward to a full in-box. 

Judith Chegwidden 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
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The First Aid Class organised by the 

Community Panel was a great success 

– I think we all enjoyed it and learned a 

great deal at the same time. It was 

clear that everyone should attend at 

least one class to learn the basics.  

We hope to host another one next 

year. Some important facts for  

everyone: 

 When in a situation where you 

may be able to use your skills 

always make sure you’re safe 

first, and aren’t going to  

become injured whilst trying to 

help. 

 For broken limbs such as toes, 

fingers, arms, legs below the 

knee (if you think it’s a simple 

break) the Minor Injuries Unit 

should be the first port of call, 

freeing up A&E. Queen Mary’s 

Minor Injuries say their X-ray unit 

is open the same hours as the MI 

unit.  

 112 is the Emergency number 

throughout Europe, including 

Russia, Turkey, Iceland, Finland, 

UK. Wherever you travel to, you 

should make sure you know what 

the equivalent of 999 is in that 

country, and program it into your 

phone. 

 If you have the choice of a land-

line or a mobile to ring 999, use 

your landline. It doesn’t run out of 

battery, lose signal, and is easy 

to trace.  

 For those with mobile phones: 

don’t forget, when locked,  

you are still able to use the emer-

gency number facility and dial 

999. On iPhones there are ICE 

numbers – In Case of Emergen-

cy – where you can identify the 

numbers of people you would 

want called in case of emergency 

and you are unable to make your 

voice heard. These ICE numbers 

are put on the  

pre-locked section of your phone. 

I haven’t found the same thing 

for Android yet. 

 Defibrillators are becoming 

more common in public areas. 

Try to locate them when you’re 

out and about. You never know 

when you’ll have to use one! 

They’re very easy to use, and 

you don’t need training to use 

one. It will talk you through  

everything that needs to be 

done.  

 Put pregnant women on their 

LEFT side when putting them in 

the recovery position 

 If someone has a broken/hurt 

limb but you still need to put 

them in the recovery position, 

turn them onto the side with the 

injury, not the uninjured side! 

 Never remove helmets or  

clothing, unless it’s to find the 

source of a bad bleed. 

 Never try to use a tourniquet – 

they do more harm than good 

 Useful websites: 

www.netdoctor.co.uk, Child  

Accident Prevention Trust, and 

just about every ailment you’ve 

heard of has a good website, 

from www.diabetes.co.uk, 

www.stroke.org.uk, British Heart 

Foundation, etc and a very good 

one for resuscitation is 

www.resus.org.uk/pages/

Guide.htm.  

 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

Could you be Assistant Editor of this Bulletin? Nick Evans who edits the Bulletin needs  

some help. If you have basic computer skills (Word, for example) like to play with words and  

pictures as well as have an interest in your local community then ring Nick on 07793 559992 or 

email for more details.  

DOUBLE BILLING 

Cllr Jonathan Cook,  

Deputy Leader,  

Wandsworth Council on 

the Council’s current  

actions & future plans 

to facilitate Active  

Travel generally, and 

Walking in particular, 

and David Irwin  

explaining the WLS  

Vision Statement: 

‘Transport in  

Wandsworth – Policy 

Proposals from  

Wandsworth Living 

Streets -- Can we do 

better?’ 

Venue:  The Alma Pub, 

Upstairs Function Room, 

499 Old York Road, 

SW18 1TF  

http://www.netdoctor.co.uk
http://www.capt.org.uk
http://www.capt.org.uk
http://www.diabetes.co.uk
http://www.stroke.org.uk
http://www..bhf.org.uk
http://www..bhf.org.uk
http://www.resus.org.uk/pages/guide.htm
http://www.resus.org.uk/pages/guide.htm
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk


Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judith.chewidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692   

secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin & Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

editor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  
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Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Sad news that Barbara Willerton passed away last month after a short illness. 

Barbara had been a member of both the Society and the Community Panel 

for many years, and at one time had been the Deputy Panel Convenor. She 

was a staunch campaigner for health issues in the Borough. Her civil service 

background provided her with a keen analytic sense which helped her a lot 

when trying to navigate the various complex levels of the NHS. She was a 

long-term member of Healthwatch and its predecessor Link, and was elected 

to be the Vice-Chair of the Wandsworth Older People's Forum at its AGM  

on Tuesday 14 April. They will certainly miss her presence. Barbara was 

awarded an MBE in 1990. I’m told she was a 'higher executive officer' with  

the Ministry of Defence. She will be sadly missed by us all. Donations to the 

Trinity Hospice Magnolia Tribute Fund, in the name of Barbara Willerton.  

Vicky Diamond 

Putney Station 

There are no current visible signs of progress. However we were forewarned of this by 

Network Rail and promised that major works, such as the platform canopy and repairs to 

the retaining wall, would be underway in the ‘summer’. So we hope to have positive news 

to report in the next bulletin. 

Buses 

A Countdown indicator has been reinstalled at one of the two bus shelters by the station. 

If the second indicator is not re-installed shortly we will raise it with TfL. 

A new shelter for the 85 bus at the bottom of Putney Hill was due to be installed in May. 

Air quality 

The Council has issued a revised ‘Air Quality Action Plan’ for the Borough which in-

cludes numerous references to Putney High Street. The Society will respond before the 

deadline of 5 August and would welcome any comments from members. 

Outstanding consultations 

We have heard that there was a positive consultation response to the proposed 20 mph 

speed limit for Thamesfield. The Council is to discuss the initiative in June and, if 

approved, it will be implemented by late summer. 

We are still awaiting the Council’s response on plans to introduce loading restrictions on 

businesses in the High Street. 

Wandsworth one-way system – the Council had nearly 2,000 responses to their initial 

consultation which was held last year. Approximately 60% were in favour of removing the 

gyratory, nearly a quarter against and the rest undecided. The Council  will now work up 

more detailed plans and consult again later this year.     

mailto:judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.trinityhospice.org.uk/magnoliafund
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200485/air_quality/1584/monitoring_and_assessment/7

