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respond 
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The Bulletin 

On 27th November St Mary’s Church 

was packed for the second of two 

meetings organised by Justine  

Greening, MP, to examine the options 

for the Third Runway for London.   

Justine Greening explained the workings 

of the Airport Commission and the  

factors they had taken into account when 

coming up with a short list of options.  

These included: 

 Is there a requirement for a new 

runway? 

 What are the requirements of the 

aviation industry? 

 Impact of noise on surrounding 

community 

 Economic impact 

 Other environmental factors such 

as air pollution. 

The Airports Commission (AC) is now 

considering three options: 

 Gatwick (proposals outlined at the 

meeting on 13th November) 
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Members’ Meeting, Thursday 26 

February, Brewer Building at St 

Mary’s Church, Putney 

Buses – ten years from now 

The Society will be holding a  

Members’ Meeting on Thursday  

26 February in the Brewer Building 

at St Mary’s Church, near  

Putney Bridge at 7.30pm. The 

theme will be the future for London 

buses and we expect to have a 

senior speaker from both Transport 

for London (TfL) and from  

Wandsworth Council to set out their 

vision for local bus transport. 

There are many issues members 

might wish to explore. What do you 

think of the performance of our bus 

services? Should existing local 

routes be extended? Why are the 

Countdown indicators  

being removed from local bus 

stops? What is the long-term  

future of Putney Bus Garage?  

Air pollution – following campaigns 

by the Society and the Council,  

TfL have successfully introduced 

some less polluting buses to the 

High Street but when will even 

cleaner buses be on all routes  

using Putney?  

Here is your chance to put your 

questions to those in charge.  

The meeting is free to members 

and £3 entry for non-members.  

Continued, page 2 

Thursday, January 22 

2015 7.30pm 

Is Your Mind Full? 

 

 

 

Cognitive Behavioural  

Therapists Richard Orr 

and Jane Street will talk 

about their Wandsworth 

NHS Wellbeing Service 

work focusing on how to 

manage stress and anxiety 

by practicing being in the 

present moment. This is  

a Members’ Meeting at  

St Mary’s Church, Putney 

Bridge. It is free to  

members and £3 entry for 

non-members. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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 Doubling the length of the northern runway 

at Heathrow towards the west (Heathrow 

Hub proposal); 

 Building a runway to the north of the existing 

runways and slightly to the west. (Heathrow 

Airport Ltd). 

The current documents produced by the Airport 

Commission look at the business case for the three 

options and “Sustainability” which is defined as the 

impact on the broader community and takes in noise 

and other pollution, economic impact and transport 

links. 

Cllr Ravi Govindia noted that Wandsworth Borough 

Council was responding to the views of local  

residents on noise pollution and had been campaign-

ing for some years to stop further expansion at 

Heathrow. Both Councillor Govindia and John  

Stewart of HACAN expressed severe reservations 

about the likelihood that increasing the number of 

flights at Heathrow by 66% could be achieved at the 

same time as  reducing noise and other environmen-

tal impacts. Heathrow Airport Ltd set out its plans 

for a new runway to the north (and a little to the 

west) of the airport.  The Heathrow Hub presenta-

tion is on the Putney Society website. 

Heathrow Hub, a group of independent aviation and 

transport professionals, proposes to extend the  

existing northern runway by 3,000m with a 650m 

separation zone.  

Both speakers made the point that planes landing 

further to the west would be able to fly higher over 

Putney, which would reduce the noise profile.  

Heathrow Hub emphasised their commitment to  

increasing the proportion of passengers arriving by 

public transport, including providing direct access by 

rail to Waterloo.  

The vociferous audience questioned claims about 

noise reduction, pointing out that technological  

improvements to aircraft mainly reduced noise on 

take-off, rather than on landing. The documented 

adverse effect of aircraft noise and on cardiovascular 

health was also raised. Other points included  

concerns about the ability of either proposal to meet 

air quality standards, the need for much better public 

transport links, doubts about the true economic  

benefits of a third runway at Heathrow and the cost 

of infrastructure alterations that would be borne by 

the tax payer (for example putting the M25 in a  

tunnel). The need for an expanded “hub” airport was 

challenged as most growth is from point-to-point 

low-cost flights. 

Justine Greening concluded by reiterating her oppo-

sition to expansion to Heathrow. It would cost much 

more than Gatwick expansion and would be far 

more disruptive to Putney Residents. 

The Airports Commission have published all the  

relevant documentation for the consultation process 

on their website together with a response form. 

There is just one month left to make your views 

known as the consultation ends on 3rd February.   

(If anyone wants to read a full account of the  
meeting it has been posted on the Discussion Forum 

Member Pages on the website). Judith Chegwidden    

 

Can you spare a maximum of 90 

minutes for just one evening a quarter 

to help with the distribution of the 

Putney Society Bulletin by stuffing 

and labelling envelopes?  It is  quite a 

social evening with the opportunity to 

meet with other Society members as well 

as representatives of  local organisations 

such as choirs and the Arts Theatre.  

Please contact Judith Chegwidden (020 

8788 4489) or Vicky Diamond (07746 

022654) if you can help. 

Third runway consultation: 

just a month left to respond 

Continued from page 1 ... 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/increasing-the-uks-long-term-aviation-capacity
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
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Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor: John Horrocks 020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
 

With thanks to the Wandsworth Historical Society.   

This is taken from their ‘Thirty Gems from the Collection’  

CD-ROM which is available from the WHS for £5. 

Dover House playing fields - the latest 

The Society's Open Spaces Panel has been 

trying to follow the tortuous efforts of the  

Council to dispose of the playing fields in Dover 

House Road, which have been rumbling on for 

some years now. Roehampton University and 

Putney High School have been involved in pro-

tracted take-over discussions, but nothing was 

agreed. The Council finds the cost of maintain-

ing the playing fields a financial burden it would 

rather not have to bear. The latest advice from 

the town hall is that: 

"As previously reported, Roehampton Universi-

ty have recently withdrawn their proposals with 

the Council to operate the site. 

The Council had recently advertised the site’s 

disposal, in terms of a lease, to the University 

for their original proposal. The Council received 

a number of objections about the original  

proposal and has assessed those to help  

inform the process going forward. 

It is likely that the Council will be recommended 

to conduct a new ‘expressions of interest’  

process, the timetable for which is currently  

being put together. This is expected to seek 

interest in managing and maintaining the site, 

making improvements (including the building of 

a new pavilion that is much needed), and  

maintaining existing community use of the  

facilities. The Council would consider a lease 

arrangement, not selling the site. 

A letter in response to the objections received 

to the recent disposal notice is currently being 

prepared and will be communicated in the near 

future to all interested parties and those that 

sent in their objections." 

The Society wants to see the local community 

continue to be able to make full use of this  

important recreational asset. Watch this space! 

John Horrocks  

Could you be our Archivist? 

We’re looking for someone to help sort through 

and organise our collection of documents,  

records, minutes and other papers and even 

some photographs that have accumulated over 

the years since the Society was established in 

1959.  

This would suit anyone interested in local  

history who’d like to spend as much time as it 

will take over the coming months to bring some 

order to our records and perhaps unearth some 

hidden gems. If you’re interested please get in 

touch with Carolyn McMillan (Secretary) by 

emailing cmcmill38@gmail.com or telephoning 

020 8789 6692. 

mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 15 January, 12 February  
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 

Transport: 13 January (38 Disraeli 
Road, SW15 2DS), 10 February 

 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor (acting): Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 14 January, 11 February 
 at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

 

Open Spaces: 
13 January, 17 February at 71 Norroy 
Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Update on air pollution 

If anyone was in doubt why we take 

the issue of air pollution so seriously 

they needed only to hear Dr Ian  

Mudway at our members’ meeting in  

October. He made 

it crystal clear that 

prolonged expo-

sure to the worst  

pollutants – which 

all come predomi-

nantly from road 

traffic – can include permanent lung 

impairment and increased risk of 

chronic lung and heart disease.  

The most vulnerable are the worst 

affected, the young by lower lung  

capacity and heightened susceptibility 

to asthma, the old by lung impairment 

and knock-on effects on the cardio-

vascular system. The most recent 

research now suggests there are over 

7,500 premature deaths per annum in 

London alone (previous estimates 

were about 4,200) implying 62 p.a. in 

the four Putney and Roehampton 

wards. 

In June we made a submission to the 

parliamentary Environmental Audit 

Committee (EAC) whose latest  

report on air pollution has just been 

published. They have made a number 

of recommendations, some of which 

were ones we had put forward  

ourselves, such as  

 a revised car tax regime which 

takes into account Particulates 

(PMs) and Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

emissions, not just Carbon Dioxide 

(CO2). This would target diesel-

engined vehicles in particular; 

 a tighter London Ultra Low  

Emission Zone (ULEZ) which 

should be brought in sooner and 

cover a wider area (we also sug-

gested air pollution blackspots 

such as Putney High Street should 

be considered for their own ULEZ). 

The EAC strongly recommends  

further Government encouragement 

for active travel such as walking and 

cycling. With a nod at the number of 

volunteer groups such as ourselves 

they welcome increasing examples  

of ‘citizen science’ and other local 

projects that raise public awareness 

of air quality issues. They would like 

to see local Health & Wellbeing 

Boards and clinicians taking a lead  

in promoting public awareness and 

active travel. 

All in all we feel much encouraged 

that public opinion is moving rapidly 

in the direction of decisive action  

to clean up traffic emissions. Our 

campaign will continue and we still 

intend to carry out another monitoring 

exercise if we can obtain the loan of 

the equipment needed. This is  

proving difficult as ever more  

community groups have joined the 

queue, seeking to demonstrate to 

sometimes reluctant local authorities 

that many roads in many cities have 

the sort of air quality problems we still 

see on our High Street.  

Jonathan Callaway 

NEW MEMBERS' AREA  

INTRODUCED ON WEBSITE  

We are making improve-

ments to the website to  

include new content only 

available to members.  

The new Members’ Area  

contains a ‘Putney Society 

Discussion Forum’ to  

enable you to exchange 

ideas, knowledge, opinion 

and information about  

Putney and Roehampton. 

Over 100 members have 

joined already and we look 

forward to welcoming many 

more.  

Full details on the website. 

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmenvaud.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmenvaud.htm
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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There’s a lot of development happen-

ing in Putney, probably more than  

at any time since the 1970’s. Your 

Buildings Panel have recently met for 

three presentations from developers  

in addition to our twelve monthly  

meetings. It’s good that they do want 

to hear what we have to say, partly  

I suspect because we can pass on  

local concerns. Of course it’s only the  

Council who have the power to ask  

for “less”, which perhaps seems  

unlikely when they are about to grant 

themselves consent for a 26 storey 

building across the road from the 

Town Hall.  

2014 saw building completed on the 

‘Capsticks’ site next to East Putney 

Station. Around this other new 

buildings are rising opposite the  

station and on two more sites along 

the south side of the Upper Richmond 

Road, all reaching to twelve  

storeys despite the Local Plan saying 

that six is sufficient. At least we are not 

getting the 26 and 38 storey proposals 

that the Wandsworth Society have 

been fighting, with support from us. 

There’s one more big development to 

come on the Upper Richmond Road. 

We were recently shown the plans for 

replacing the old VSO office on the 

corner of Carlton Drive with another 

block of 100 flats very similar to the 

rest. 

The other big planning story of the 

year is the on-going loss of small  

offices, which the government  

now allow to be converted into flats 

without local Council’s being consult-

ed. RIP Localism. Wandsworth also 

don’t want this, it’s bad for the local 

shops and the community and we 

have asked Justine Greening to lobby 

for this to stop.       

In 2015 the spotlight is likely to turn  

to Putney High Street. The first appli-

cation is likely to be for the block now 

occupied by TKMaxx and Halfords. 

The scheme will provide a small  

public square in Lacy Road, but it 

means the closure of Eddie Catz. We 

have asked that they are found an  

alternative home close by, but this will 

only happen if the Council insist. If this 

matters to you, tell your local councillor 

now. Next up will be new flats above 

Top Shop, after which we are  

waiting for a new scheme for the  

corner of the High Street and Putney 

Bridge Road.  

Buildings 

Panel: 

Planning 

Review of 

2014  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Have your say! Wimbledon and 

Putney Commons Conservators’ 

Election February 2015 

Wimbledon and Putney Commons were 

created by an Act of Parliament in 1871 

which provides for a Board of eight  

Conservators (Trustees): three to be  

appointed by central Government, and 

five elected triennially by those living in 

the Levy-paying area.  

If you reside within three quarters of a 

mile of Wimbledon Common, or within the 

old Parish of Putney (which includes part 

of Roehampton), and you are registered 

on your Council’s most recent Electoral  

Register, then you are eligible to vote. 

This is your opportunity to have your say 

about who should help to govern the  

Commons over the next three years.  

Electoral Reform Services (ERS) manage 

the election process independently of the 

Conservators and ballot papers will be 

posted on the 2 February 2015. Votes 

must reach ERS by 5pm on Wednesday 

25 February 2015, either by returning the 

completed form in the pre-paid envelope 

provided or, for the first time, by voting  

on-line. 

Each Candidate has been asked to state 

in a maximum of 150 words: “Why they 

want to become a Conservator” and 

“What experience they can bring to the 

role”. Please read these statements care-

fully before you cast your five votes.  

There will be two opportunities for electors 

to meet the prospective Candidates. The 

first is being organised by the Wimbledon 

Society and will be held on Thursday 29 

January 2015, at the Lounge in the  

Presbytery, Sacred Heart Church, Edge 

Hill, starting at 8.00pm. The second is 

being organised by the Putney Society 

and will be held on Thursday 5 February 

2015, at St Mary’s Church, Putney,  

starting at 7.30pm. 

So, look out for the envelope posted 

through your door with your ballot papers 

and use this opportunity to help to ensure 

that one of South West London’s most 

important open spaces is effectively  

managed for the next three years.   

Simon Lee, WPCC CEO  

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
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What’s happening at Putney Station? 

When will the Putney Station work be  

finished? Probably not for another year  

according  to a ‘Meet the Project Team’ 

event at the Station in December. Rail  

 representatives were keen to 

 stress that the “Access for All 

 Contract” was mainly about  

 increasing the size of the  

 concourse and providing the 

 lifts. It did not include most  

 of the subsequent works 

 suchas the installation of a 

 new ticket office, new ticket 

machines, new commercial 

units and creating a wider entrance by 

knocking through the middle arch at the 

front of the station. Little or no preplanning 

for this additional work seems to have  

taken place. Meanwhile because of power 

problems the lifts are not yet working at  

full capacity while there are no signs to  

the lifts at platform level because this will 

require “low hanging” signs which cannot 

be installed while trains are running. 

Network Rail promise a further ‘Meet the 

Team’ meeting in late January/early  

February when they may be able to  

provide further detail but in the interim the 

Society has written to the Council offering 

to work with them to ensure we have a  

station fit for use in 2015. 

The Society thanks Cllr Jonathan Cook 

for recent efforts to get completion of 

the works at the station 

In mid-November the Putney Society wrote 

to Councillors Ravi Govindia and Jonathan 

Cook to express strong support for 

their efforts to put pressure on Network 

Rail to complete the redevelopment of  

Putney Station.  

Towards the end of the month Councillor 

Cook had a meeting with the CEO of  

Network Rail and they accepted that their 

performance had not been acceptable. 

Since then some progress has been made. 

Councillor Cook was also able to elicit a 

promise from Network Rail that they  

would be letting a contract for the repair of 

the crumbling façade of the station. The 

contract will not be let until 2015 – we will 

be monitoring progress carefully. Among 

the outstanding issues are the need to  

provide a proper retaining wall and canopy 

on Platform One, and some seating on 

Platform 4.  
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

You will see details of our Members’ Meeting in January on the 

front page. It promises to be a very interesting meeting, with 

Mental Health issues being quite topical and thought provoking 

at the moment. 

Some members of the Panel are doing a considerable amount 

of work on the Mental Health Consultation which came to an 

end on the 21 December. We await the outcome of the  

Consultation, which will, no doubt, change how those with  

mental health problems are dealt with. A lot of the consultation 

is to do with location of facilities capable of dealing with the  

myriad problems people have rather than the medical side of 

things. We’re very lucky to have people prepared and willing to 

do a great deal of work on these matters. Thanks to all! 

There has been considerable interest in taking part in a First 

Aid Course. This is the last chance for people to sign up! Just 

email me at vickysw15@aol.com. I don’t know yet when the 

course will take place. I’ve been informed that it is unlikely to be 

January, so it will be either February or early March, and I will 

keep those interested informed as and when I have a choice of 

dates. The next Community Panel Meeting is on 15 January, 

8.15pm at 6 Norroy Rd, NOT the 14th as was mentioned in the 

previous Bulletin. We always welcome new members, whether 

you just want to come along once and put forward some ideas, 

or if you want to be a full time member. Just email me first to 

ensure we have sufficient space.  

May we wish you all a very happy and healthy 2015.  

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.co

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com

