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Made by Morris - with a little help from 

his friends ... 

Members’ Meeting 28 May 2015,  

7.00pm, All Saints’ Church, Putney Common 

The Society's May Members' Meeting which forms part of the Wandsworth  

Heritage Festival (23 May to 7 June) is being held on Thursday 28 May at All 

Saints’ Church, Putney Lower Common at 7.00 for 7.30pm. This is an  

entirely appropriate venue for the meeting as the church itself was a collabora-

tion between the architect George Edmund Street (1824-1881) and the design-

ers Sir Edward Burne-Jones (1833-1898) and William Morris (1834-1896). The  

result being a fine example of a late Victorian Arts and Crafts church, with  

decoratively painted ceilings and beautiful stained glass windows. Morris & Co, 

made all but two of the windows. The speaker, Pete Smith, from the William 

Morris Society will tell us all about Morris and his influence on art and design. 

Putney Society Members’ Meetings are free to members and £3 at the door for 

non-members.  

Burne-Jones with William Morris, 

1874, by Frederick Hollyer  

 

Next Members’ Visit: 

The Freemasons’ 

Hall, London WC2  

on 15 July 2015, 2pm.  

See page 2 for full 

details and booking. 

Left to Right: 

Sheila Boswell 

(Lab), Justine 

Greening (Con), 

Andy Hallett, 

(LibDem) Chris 

Poole (Green), 

Tricia Ward 

(UKIP) 

Election Hustings. 
Not able to attend?  

Go online to Wandsworth 

Radio to listen to the  

debate held on the  

23 April. 

Photograph copyright  

Andy Barnes 
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en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Edmund_Street
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http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morris
http://www.williammorrissociety.org
http://www.williammorrissociety.org
https://soundcloud.com/wandsworthradio/full-putney-hustings-debate
https://soundcloud.com/wandsworthradio/full-putney-hustings-debate


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 14 May, 11 June at  
6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 12 May, 9 Jun 
 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor : Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 13 May, 10 June 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open 
Spaces:, 7 May, 4 June 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
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The Commons - it’s all change! 

The new Board of the Wimbledon & Putney Commons Conservators has had 

its first meeting - and agreed to an array of significant changes intended to 

'improve openness, communication and regular access to the Trustees and the 

team, led by the Chief Executive, Simon Lee, who manage the 1,140 acres of 

Wimbledon Common, Putney Heath and Putney Lower Common'. 

And it’s congratulations to Society member, Shirley Gillbe, elected by the 

Board to be its Vice-Chair.  Shirley is the former Chair of the Roehampton  

Garden Society, and spent 30 years working in healthcare delivery and 

healthcare planning before retiring. 

The Conservators (Trustees) have agreed that there are to be 'Stakeholder  

Advisory Groups' and four open public meetings  a year open to all, to discuss  

Commons’ issues. 

The Putney Society is keen to learn more about these opportunities for us all to 

be more involved in our Commons. The Society's Open Spaces Panel, in  

particular, welcomes this initiative and looks forward to being fully involved in 

the new arrangements which are being set up. 

The Conservators' Annual Open Meeting is, this year, on Wednesday 17 June 

at 7.30pm for 8.00pm, at Roehampton Parish Church, Ponsonby Road (on the 

edge of Putney Heath).   

Visit to the Freemasons’ Hall 
Wednesday 15 July 2015 at 2.00pm. Great Queen Street,  

London WC2B 5AZ 

The Freemasons’ Hall has been the centre of English Freemasonry for 230 

years and is the headquarters of the United Grand Lodge of England, the  

oldest in the world. The building dates from 1927-1933 and is a memorial to 

freemasons who died in the First World War: it is regarded as being one of the 

finest Art Deco buildings in London.   

We will visit the Library and Museum of Freemasonry with its extensive  

collection of Masonic regalia and learn about its symbolism, charities and  

traditions, the Grand Temple and ceremonial areas.  

The visit will last one hour. To book your place please send a SAE (or your 

email address), with your name, address, and contact phone number, together 

with a cheque for £10.00 made payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to Maureen 

Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH. 

Last date for applications will be 30 June 2015  so please apply early!  

The iconic sculpture of a Bull in  

Roehampton by Robert Clatworthy  

who died recently. 

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.wpcc.org.uk
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/mar/30/robert-clatworthy
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By the time you read this it will be 

Election time.  As I write the Society 

husting’s at St Mary’s are still to come, 

but I took advantage of the excellent 

hustings at the Putney Arts Theatre to 

talk to Justine Greening about recent 

planning policies that have been taking 

jobs and office space from Putney, 

and I have written (at her request) to 

follow this up.  

The other big planning topic in this 

election is housing. In response, the 

Buildings and Community Panels are 

hoping to provide you with a briefing 

on Affordable Housing at a Members’ 

Meeting later in the year. What it is, 

why there is not enough and hopefully 

how the Council, Housing Associations 

and others plan to deal with this. More 

details next month. 

After the election the next important 

event for Putney will be the Davies  

Report on airport expansion, due 

out just after the election because it’s 

sure to upset lots of potentials voters 

whatever is recommended. We know 

where the candidates stand on this, 

but what will the new government do?  

One side effect of an election is to 

make things go uncannily quiet on the 

planning front, although the Council’s 

Planning Applications Committee is 

almost the only one that is meeting 

during in April. There is therefore  

nothing to report on the stalled  

application for 56-70 Putney High 

Street, which won’t be going to  

committee before May (at the earliest), 

nor have we seen the applications  

expected soon for big new develop-

ments at the old VSO offices, Top 

Shop or the High Street / Putney 

Bridge Road corner.  

This gives us a little more time to look 

at the council’s plans for demolishing 

and rebuilding substantial parts of the  

Alton West Estate in Roehampton, 

now out to consultation as a Supple-

mentary Planning Document.  If you 

live in or care about Roehampton, 

please take a look and comment.  

 

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 

BT has removed the phone box at the top of Putney Hill, near the Green 

Man, so we don’t have to worry about ‘adopting’ it after all! Residents had 

made BT aware that they were interested in adopting it, and BT made no 

mention that they were considering removing it. The phone box simply wasn’t 

there one morning. 

We are on hold about campaigning for more films with subtitles at the Odeon, 

as Terra Firma, the owner of Odeon and UCI, plans to put the cinema chain 

up for sale later this year for about £1bn. So further progress will have to wait 

until this is settled. 

Crime figures continue to fall and there’s been a huge reduction in the 

theft of mobile phones, most likely due to the increased sophistication of  

security apps on the phones. Don’t be complacent though, or casual about 

where and how you use your phone. There’s always the chance there might 

be an opportunistic thief about! 

After the Election we hope to have an answer about getting a new postbox 

sited at the Putney Post Office. We will keep you updated as and when we 

know more. 

If anyone has any issues about the local community that you want us to look 

at please email me. Thank you.   

 

Piling for the foundations of 

flats and a school at the  

Putney Green Development at 

the old Putney Hospital site 

(April 2015). 

 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/1004/planningpolicy/1225/supplementary_planning_documents-spds/5
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/1004/planningpolicy/1225/supplementary_planning_documents-spds/5
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
http://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/mar/30/robert-clatworthy


Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judith.chewidden@gmail.com  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin & Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

editor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 
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Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

Letters to the Editor 

Please send your letters to Nick Evans at 29, Commondale, Putney, SW15 1HS,  

or  email editor@putneysociety.org.uk. 

Dear Sir, Fans of Putney trivia may be interested to know that the 1961 chart-toppoing, million-selling, gold-

disc-winning single Are You Sure by the Allisons was written in Putney! The song was the UK’s entry to the 

1961 European Song Contest, in which it came second. The Allisons (Brian John Alford aka John Allison and 

Bernard ‘Bob’ Day aka Bob Allison) were from Fulham but were regular visitors to Putney’s four cinemas in the 

1950s, and to St Mary’s Hall in Hotham Road – a music venue that featured many later famous acts in the  

early 1960s, including The Who and The Rolling Stones. John wrote Are You Sure in 1959 (in the toilets!) 

whilst working for the Hoyt Metal Co. in Deodar Road, Putney, and he and his wife later ran a hairdressing 

salon at 1 Medfield Street in Roehampton (next to the Montague Arms) from 1964 to 1966. Bob sadly died in 

2013 but John, who now lives in Lincoln, still occasionally performs.  

Yours, Philip J. Evison. 

On-going issues and some news … 

The Society has a had a reply from Councillor Jonathan Cook regarding our suggestion 

that the Council should set up an Ultra Low Emmission (ULEZ) in Putney. To see his letter go 

to our website. We will be meeting Mr. Cook shortly. 

Many residents living or working close to Putney Embankment are very angry about the toilet arrange-

ments for the 2015 Boat Race which was held on the 11 April. The Society believes that it is possible for 

Wandsworth Borough Council to use the process of granting a Highways Licence for road closures to impose 

conditions on the boat race organisers, which could include the installation of temporary toilets.   

We have written to Councillor Cook and will be seeing him soon to discuss what can be done next year – see 

our website. 

Congratulations to the 5th Putney Sea Scouts located on the Embankment whose hut has been confirmed 

as an Asset of Community Value by Richmond Council. 

Please lend your support to the Friends of Queen Mary’s Hospital and go along to their Car Boot Sale 

on the 10th May or 14th June. 

There are signs of welcome activity at Putney Station. Construction work is now underway – there is a  

portioned off area on the concourse and the outside ticket machines have been brought inside to enable the 

third archway to be opened up in due course. In response to our concerns over delays the Office of Rail 

Regulation (ORR) visited the Station and discussed the issues we had raised with Network Rail and the  

Department for Transport. We are continuing to monitor the situation.  

Following the Members meeting in February on buses some members raised additional queries. We asked 

TfL who say that the Countdown indicator at the bus shelter by the station will be reinstalled by the end of 

April; a new shelter is also due to be installed at the bottom of Putney Hill for the 85 bus.  

We are awaiting the Council’s response on both the 20mph limits and loading restrictions in the High 

Street.  
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