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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 23 January at 7.30pm 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 

 

The gardens of Fulham Palace - through time and season 
 

The famous and historic garden at Fulham Palace is really special.  Its creation by the Bishops of London 
makes it unique.  Its collection of trees and the walled garden has a fascinating history.  The recent 
restoration work in the gardens has been particularly impressive.  Come and hear about the longest domestic 
moat in England, the wartime development of the Warren into allotments and the impact of the creation of 
Bishops Park with the building of the river wall. 

 

Our speaker, Lindsay Schuman, is the Acting Head Gardener at the Palace.  She will present an 
illustrated talk.  The last bishop moved out of Fulham Palace in 1973.  Today, the Palace is run by the 
Fulham Palace Trust, a registered charity, established in 2011.  We will hear about its work. 

 

This is an open meeting for Society members and friends - all are welcome.  The Putney Pantry will be open 
before the meeting for refreshments.                                                                                

  VISIT TO TWO TEMPLE PLACE  (www.twotempleplace.org) 

   Wednesday, 19 February  2014  

   2pm  - £11pp 

 

We have arranged for a private tour Of Two Temple Place, an extraordinary  
late-Victorian mansion built by William Waldorf Astor as his residence and estate office on the 

Embankment, WC2.  (www.twotempleplace.org) 

 

The interior is a testament to the skills and expertise of some of the finest sculptors of the nineteenth 
century.  John Loughborough Pearson, a pre-eminent figure in his profession, was the architect 
chosen to build Two Temple Place.  Unfettered by consideration of finance, he was able to use 

materials and craftsmen of the highest quality to create a building worthy of its distinguished owner. 

 

Look for the gilded weather vane of Columbus’s ‘Santa Maria’ and the meticulously carved stonework. 

The house was acquired by the charity, The Bulldog Trust, and is only open to the public from February 

– April each year.  Our tour will last approximately one hour, commencing at 2.00 p.m. 

 

To book your place please send a SAE together with your name, phone number and email address, 
together with a cheque for £11.00 made payable to ‘The Putney Society’, to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan 

Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  You will be sent further details. Thank you. 

 

 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

http://www.twotempleplace.org
http://www.twotempleplace.org
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thurs 23 Jan   Next members’ meeting,  St Mary’s Church (see  page 1)        7.30pm 
Monday 10 Feb Joint meeting with Wandsworth Living Streets         7pm 
Wed 19 Feb  Putney Society visit to Two Temple Place          2pm 
 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 
 

A new greenway to enjoy 

 

On the edge of the Society's area, a new 
pedestrian/cycle route has been created which is 
most attractive and well-worth visiting.  It was 
recently officially opened by Justine Greening MP.  It 
runs from Chohole Gate, off Norstead Place, 
Roehampton Vale (the A3), along the edge of the 
Richmond Park Golf Club course, to Robin Hood 
Gate, Richmond Park.  There is a smart, newly-
constructed, wooden bridge over Beverley Brook. 
The walkway is peaceful and calming and a useful 
alternative route away from the noisy traffic on the 
A3 main road. 

 

Chohole Gate is on the 85 bus route (across from 
Putney Vale Cemetery) - or you can park in the Golf 
Club car park and walk from there. 

 

An added attraction is the splendid, new, Golf Club 
café - open to the public.  It has a wonderful 
panoramic view over the golf course - of water, grass 
and trees.  Not a building in sight!  And all under a 
real green roof! 

 

A most interesting addition to our area's green 
attractions.  

 

Wandsworth Park - drawing our thoughts 

together 

The Panel has been keeping Wandsworth Park 
under close review over the past year, noting issues 
in the park and watching how the different seasons 
affect the Park's character and ambiance.  What are 
your thoughts about the Park in the depths of winter? 
  

Why does the Park feel so different in January, 
compared with June?  How does Wandsworth Park 
compare with Battersea Park?  Please send me your 

views:  john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 

 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 
 

Farewell 2013, which for your Buildings Panel 
seemed to be a year full of consultations and new 
policies but, with one (13 storey) exception, little in 
the way of new buildings.  Plenty of new holes; 
three in the Upper Richmond Road where Tileman 
House, No.113 and the two blocks opposite the 
station have all been cleared, with only No.113 
showing signs of building work.  Holes in the 
parking provision whilst space was cleared for the 
now newly installed ‘Boris Bikes’, and a big hole at 
the back of the station.  

 

Government and Wandsworth Council by contrast 
kept us busy responding to consultations on 
housing standards, local views (where the council 
wants to cut out almost all the views now 
protected) and changes to the details of large parts 
of the Local Plan documents. 

 

The surprise introduction in the Budget of 
extended planning rights for domestic extensions 
has had limited effect locally, but the new right to 
change any office to flats is set to dramatically 
reduce the numbers who work in Putney.  
Wandsworth council did ask to be exempted from 
this, but like most councils were refused by the 
Department of Communities and Local Govt.  We 
wait to see what damage the resulting loss of trade 
will do to the High Street.  But don’t worry, the next 
change is likely to allow flats in redundant shops.   

  

On the domestic side we are seeing an increasing 
number of applications for basements as well as 
loft and back extensions as families seek to stay 
and expand rather than spend many tens of 
thousands in tax if they move.  Expect to see skips 
in your street soon.   That is if the planners have 
time to approve anything.  Just as they are getting 
busier, the Council has decided to cut their staff  
numbers, all to save each of you just £2.30 a year 
on your council tax.    



News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater length 
on the website - address at bottom of p 6. Members are 
invited to attend panel meetings. Since space is limited 
in people’s houses, please contact convenor in advance. 

Page 3 The Putney Society 

 

Actor and Putney resident Donald Gee, did a 
wonderful job standing-in for Justine for the 
second half of our Meeting. Many thanks to 
Justine and Donald. We raised £109 and that 
was donated 50/50 to the Philippines and Syria 
through the DEC Appeal. 

 

St Mary’s Church will be opening their doors to 
the homeless from 6 January, for one night a 
week for 14 weeks. Nearer the time there will be 
information on the Putney Society website about 
what donations they need, when, and where, etc. 
A good chance for the community to get 
involved. 

 

The Putney Society Facebook page is now up 
and running. Do please visit it and leave us 
comments.  Likewise on Twitter. 

https://www.facebook.com/putneysociety?ref=hl 
 
 
 

 

 Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 

FRAUD. People are still being taken in by the very 
convincing phone call where the caller says they’re 
in Harrods/Harvey Nichols/Apple Store and have 
someone using your credit card. If you get that call 
say NO thank you, and hang up. If you’re 
concerned, use your mobile/neighbour’s phone and 
ring the number on the back of the card mentioned 
to double check that you’re in the clear. 

 

EMAIL VIRUS: If you get an unexpected email from 
Amazon, Royal Mail or DHL, DELETE WITHOUT 
OPENING. There is a very nasty virus attached. 
The Royal Mail email seems to start downloading a 
virus the minute you open the email, so best to 
delete without opening, if you can. Be extra vigilant! 

 

Justine Greening came to talk at our Members’ 
Meeting in November. Unfortunately, she was only 
able to stay for 20 minutes, as she had to get a 
flight to the Philippines that evening. She promised 
that she’ll return and talk to us early in 2014. 
Questions were asked on International Aid and we 
hope to have answers to them in the New Year, 
and which we will post on our website. At our 
Christmas Lunch on December 14, Justine 
explained how valuable the trip had been. She was 
full of praise for the aid workers on the ground, who 
were working in very tough conditions in Tacloban. 
She added that actually seeing what the conditions 
are like, what the aid workers have to do and how 
the locals are managing gives a much clearer idea 
of how to manage these tragic situations. 

 

 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Jan 8  Wednesday               154 Putney High St                       19.00 
   Feb 12  Wednesday  ditto 
 
Transport                            Jan 14  Monday   9 Charlwood Road  19.30 
          Feb 11  Monday   tbc 
 
Open Space  Jan 2  Thursday   71 Festing Road      19.00 
   Feb       No meeting 
              
Community  Jan 9  Thursday                 6 Norroy Rd    20.15 
   Feb 13  Thursday    ditto 

LONG TERM PROSPECTS FOR TRANSPORT IN 

LONDON  

 

Wandsworth Living Streets in association 

with the  Putney Society: Meeting 

Michele Dix, the Managing Director of Planning 
for TfL, and Director of Future of London, will 
speak about the long term prospects for 
transport in London and the impact that this may 
have on our streets. She will refer to recent 
advice and guidelines published by the 
government and other bodies for improving our 
High Street environments as well as the TfL's 
response to the recommendations of the Roads 
Task Force. 

10th February 2014, 7.00pm, at the Brewer's 
Inn, 147 East Hill, Wandsworth SW18, opposite 
the entrance to Wandsworth Council Offices. 

https://www.facebook.com/putneysociety?ref=hl
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CONSULTATIONS ON HEATHROW NIGHT FLIGHT 

REGULATIONS : HAVE YOUR SAY ! 

The current regulations governing night flights are due 
to expire in October 2014. The present regulations 
restrict the number of flights to 16 between the hours 
of 23.00 and 07.00, and prohibit the noisiest types of 
aircraft between the hours of 23.30 and 07.00. The 
Department proposes to continue this regulation until 
October 2017 but extend the restriction for noisy 
aircraft to cover the entire period that the airport is 
supposedly closed, that is, 23.00 to 07.00 hours. 
Consultation regarding night flights is now open;          
(deadline 31 January 2014). It’s an opportunity to 
voice concerns about sleep deprivation and the 
nonsense that although Heathrow is closed between 
23.00 and 07.00 hours people are still woken by flights 
arriving from 04.30 for the benefit of passengers on 
night flights from the Far East. Whilst the 
Department’s suggestion to reduce noisy aircraft is 
welcome it will not affect the disturbance of early 
morning flights. 

 

All Society members who are concerned about this 
i ssue  shou ld  respond  b y e -m a i l  t o  
night.noise@dft.gsi.gov.uk, or by taking part in the 
c o n s u l t a t i o n  b y  g o i n g  t o 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/nigh

t-flights and clinking on “respond on-line”.  

 

If you choose the consultation you will find a 
questionnaire of 18 questions, some of which are 
difficult to answer unless you have read the relevant 
reports. Some suggested responses can be found on 
the  Society’s website: 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/ . 

 

THE INTERIM REPORT OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION 

HAS RECOMMENDED INCREASING THE NUMBER OF 

FLIGHTS ARRIVING BEFORE 6.00 AM : YOUR SLEEP IS 

AT RISK . 

 

CYCLE RAMPS ON DISTRICT LINE BRIDGE 

ACROSS THE THAMES 

The Transport Panel have been campaigning for cycle 
ramps to be installed on the steps up and down to the 
walkway, in a similar manner to Barnes railway bridge. 
This would provide an alternative river crossing to the 
busy Putney Bridge and link into established cycle 
routes on either side. Unfortunately, neither 
Wandsworth or Hammersmith/Fulham Borough 
Councils, or London Underground Ltd, seem 
interested. An elected representative for Wandsworth 
stated that the suggestion is worthy, but too 
expensive. 

 

 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: David Irwin (020 780 5699) 

 

WHICH BUS TO WAIT FOR AT PUTNEY STATION 

A spokesperson for TfL has stated that the changed bus 
stop arrangements outside Putney Station are a direct result 
of the Council led pavement and street works to the station 
forecourt. Previously, the drivers of the 85 and 424 routes 
changed at bus stops directly outside the station, but now 
(because the road is narrower) these changes take place at 
the stop previously used by route 93. Due to this change it is 
no longer possible to catch the 39 and 93 from the same 
stop. The same applies to the 85 and 430. Instead, 
passengers must now choose which bus to wait for and 
cross the junction to reach it. The Putney Society suggested 
that a countdown board for all buses be placed outside the 
station so that passengers could see which route is coming 
first and proceed to the relevant stop accordingly. However 
TfL claim that they are currently unable to place additional 
boards here and suggest using their text messaging service 
or their web page. 

 

CLOSURE OF PUTNEY BRIDGE 

The bridge has to be closed for repairs. Water leaks have 
damaged the structure and the entire surface will need to be 
excavated to identify and fix the problem. If the bridge is 
closed to all traffic the work will take 6 months. If partially 
closed, to allow vehicles in one direction at a time, it will take 
between 10 or 11 months. With either option pedestrians will 
be allowed to cross. Wandsworth Council favour full closure 
for 6 months. Consultations are ongoing. Whatever is agreed 
the Society feel that the works provide an opportunity to 
improve the environmental quality of the High Street whilst 
traffic levels are reduced and depending on the success of 
this to make the changes permanent after the works 
complete.  

To express a view: 
email dtshighwayservices@wandsworth.gov.uk or write 
to: Operational Services, Frogmore House, Dormay 
Street, London SW18 1HA and mark the letter Putney 

Bridge consultation. 

 

EAST PUTNEY STATION 

The Society requested TfL to rectify water leaking into the 
underpass beneath the tracks, install a lift and to raise the 
platform in places to avoid the high step from platform to 
carriage floor. TfL have confirmed that the leak will be 
resolved in August 2014 and that improvement to key safety 
and security assets will be carried out after 2015, together 
with work on structural and aesthetic defects. Installation of a 
lift, however, is not envisaged for the immediate future. The 
introduction of the new air-conditioned and walk-through 
trains will commence from February 2014 onwards. These 
trains have a lower threshold and thereby avoid the need to 
negotiate such a large step/gap between the platform and 
the carriage floor. 

http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/night-flights
http://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/night-flights
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/
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Panorama of the Thames Project 
 
In 1829 the London publisher Samuel Leigh 
produced a panorama depicting both banks of 
the river Thames between Richmond and 
Westminster in one continuous painting.   This 
60ft scroll has been digitally restored and 
transformed into a film.  The Panorama of the 
Thames Project is currently creating a 
contemporary version of the Leigh Panorama, 
showing the Thames riverside of the past and 
present. 
 
The Battersea Society will be presenting a film 
about the Thames Panorama Project on 
Thursday 20 February at the Royal College of Art 
in Battersea. Members of Putney Society are 
invited (full details in the next bulletin). 
 
 

Restoring and Renewing Fulham 
Palace 

 
 

Fulham Palace was the residence of the Bishops of 
London for over 1300 years, and is numbered 
amongst the earliest historic powerhouses situated 
alongside the Thames. Although the standing 
buildings were constructed between the 16th and 19th 
centuries, the site’s origins date back to the Neolithic 
period and beyond. The estate was once enclosed 
by the longest domestic moat in Britain, part of which 
can still be seen today. Fulham Palace is the only 
important Thames landscape yet to be restored. 

 
In July 2013, Fulham Palace Trust launched a 
campaign to restore and renew this important 
heritage site. This will repair the Tudor Courtyard, 
restore the Great Hall and Gothic Chapel. It will also 
undertake important restoration work in the botanical 
gardens, demonstrating how horticultural styles have 
changed over the centuries. Excavation of the moat 
and grounds will reveal stories of the site’s incredibly 
rich history. Historic room displays and new 
interpretation will enable visitors to imagine how the 
Bishops of London and their staff lived and worked. 
All of this will significantly increase opportunities for 
learning and community involvement as more and 
more exceptional heritage and beauty is restored 
and renewed.  
 
The project will be the subject of a major Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) bid in February 2014.  It is 
anticipated that the total cost will be £5.4million, and 
on the advice of the HLF the Fulham Palace Trust 
will be applying to them for £3.6 million (66%).  That 
means they will be raising £1.8 million themselves, 
through charitable trusts, corporate bodies, and 
donations. All their efforts are now bent on closing 
this funding gap and ensuring that Fulham Palace 
becomes the place it deserves to be. 
 
If you would like to know more about Fulham Palace 

and how you can support the restoration campaign, 

p l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e :  h t t p : / /

www.fulhampalace.org/get-involved 

 

ODEON PLUS PERFORMANCES 

Live streamed ballet/ opera/ 
performances at Putney Odeon: 

http://www.odeon.co.uk/odeon-plus/ 

 

PUTNEY ODEON 

NT Live: Coriolanus 

Thursday, 30 January 

19.00 

 

 

 

When an old adversary threatens Rome, the city 
calls once more on her hero and defender: 
Coriolanus. But he has enemies at home too. 
Famine threatens the city, the citizens' hunger 
swells to an appetite for change, and on returning 
from the field Coriolanus must confront the march 
of realpolitik and the voice of an angry people.  

 

http://www.fulhampalace.org/get-involved
http://www.fulhampalace.org/get-involved
http://www.odeon.co.uk/odeon-plus/
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Wandsworth Museum 

Keep it Clean! 

A Grubby History of Wandsworth and 

London 
21 September 2013 – 25 January 2014 

 

  
 
Just how dirty were the Tudors? 
Which disease washed down the Thames and 
killed thousands of Londoners in the 1830s? 
How much rubbish does Wandsworth generate 
every second? 
 
Discover the answers to these grimy questions 
about how our ancestors kept themselves and 
their homes clean! Wandsworth Museum’s 
exhibition highlights the fascinating history of 
sanitation and hygiene in Wandsworth and the 
wider London area. 
 
Find out about personal hygiene from the Roman 
era to the 20th century, the stench and smog of 
industry, the Great Stink of 1858 and how people 
bathed en masse at Wandsworth’s public baths. 
An exhibition for all ages! 
 
Open Tuesdays to Saturdays 11.00-17.00  
 

 
 

 
 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman      Carolyn McMillan               38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS        0208 789 6692 
Secretary      Judith Chegwidden             Judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Membership      Bob Bowmer*               17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY        07793 296733 
Web Editor          Sue Rolfe                            rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor    Anna Thomsen                    anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
Website: www.putneysociety.org.uk    *email: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Letters to Editor. We try to deal with issues in 
panel meetings due to lack of space in bulletin. 
We will occasionally publish letters. Please keep 
to 150 words and send to Chairman at address 
below. 

The Putney Society Christmas 

Lunch. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Putney Society had its Christmas Lunch at 
Wallace & Co on Saturday, 14 December. There 
was a good turn out and, judging by the hats, much 
fun was had by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman, Carolyn McMillan with Justine Greening, 
MP. 

Have your Say! Become a member 
Contact: Bob Bowmer  

T: 07793 296733   

E: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

