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Members’ Meeting 

Thursday, 27
 
September at 7.30pm,  

St Mary’s Church, Brewer Building, 

Alterations to Putney Station 
 

Network Rail is going to start work in December on the 

“Access for All” scheme for Putney Station. This will in-

volve fairly major alterations to the access areas, stairs and 

the installation of lifts. The front of the building will be unaf-

fected. In general terms this work is welcome but  problems 

will arise during the temporary works when there will be re-

stricted access for passengers to and from the platforms. 

Network Rail is appointing a Contractor this month and we 

hope they will be able to bring a Contractor’s representative 

to the meeting to discuss the affects of their work on the 

people who use the station. 

  VISIT TO THE APOTHECARIES’ HALL 

  Date: WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER  

  Time: 2pm 

  Price: £10.00 

 

 

We have arranged for a private visit to the Worshipful Society 
of Apothecaries of London in Black Friars Lane EC4 at 2 pm. 
on Wednesday 19 September. The Hall was originally part of 
the Dominican Priory of Black Friars, purchased by the Soci-
ety in 1632 and rebuilt after the Great Fire in 1666.  It is the 
oldest extant livery company hall in the City of London.  

During the 16th century its members challenged the monop-
oly of the College of Physicians to practice medicine and in 
1704 they acquired the right to practice medicine, the fore-
runners of today‟s General Practitioners. 

The tour will last approximately two hours and numbers will 
be limited so please book early. To book your place please 
send a SAE with your name, phone number and email ad-
dress, together with a cheque for £10 made payable to: „The 
Putney Society‟ to Maureen Howley, 121 Howards Lane, 
London SW15 6QH.  You will be sent further details.  

Public Meeting on  

Putney Hospital Proposals  

Thursday, 6 September, 8pm 

London Rowing Club, Putney Embankment 

 

The proposed new 3-storey school and 5-storey 

block of flats for the old Putney Hospital site on 
Putney Lower Common will be discussed at a pub-

lic meeting to be held on Thursday 6 September at 
8pm at London Rowing Club, Putney Embank-

ment.  It will be chaired by Justine Greening MP. 

The proposed redevelopment, generally agreed to 
be an overdevelopment of this site, is expected to 

be granted planning permission at the 19 Septem-

ber meeting of the council's Planning Applications 
Committee. 

NEW MEMBERS: 

David Love, Pentlow Street; Mariana Tweedie, Put-
ney Wharf; Tim White, Norroy Road; WRT Wilkin-
son, Chartfield Avenue; Ian Duncan, Dover House 

Road 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
 

Thursday  6 September  Public meeting, Putney Hospital Proposals, London Rowing Club   8pm  (page 1) 

Saturday  8 September  Autumn Flower Show, St Margaret‟s Church, Putney Park Lane     3pm  (below) 

Sunday  23 /28 September  Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disability fund raising events                              (below)        
Thursday  27 September  Next Members‟ Meeting, Brewer Building, St Mary‟s Church      7.30pm   (page 1) 

 

Our Post Office is moving  

 

The Post Office is planning a move to a new loca-
tion this autumn: 197 Upper Richmond Road, 
(between Ravenna and Burston Roads). It will be 
one of their new main style branches (modern 
open plan, longer opening hours, same wide range 
of products and services, improved accessibility). 
Opening hours will be Mon-Fri 09.00-17.30, and 
Saturday when they will open 09.00-17.30 (instead 
of 13.00). There will be FIVE serving positions, 
(mixture of screened and open plan). Access would 
be level to the proposed premises, also a low level 
serving counter, a low level writing desk and hear-
ing loop would be available at the counter. Parking: 
20 minute red route parking within 50 yards and 
pay and display in surrounding roads (same as you 
would use now). Local public consultation is 7 Au-

gust - 18 September.  

 

Email any comments to:  

consultation@postoffice.co.uk  OR write to: Na-
tional Consultation Team, Post Office Ltd, PO Box 

1138, St Albans, AL1 9UN. Helpline 08457 223344   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability has two fund-

raising events in September. 

1. From Stage & Screen & Back Again. 

Date: Sunday 23 September 
Time: 7.30pm 
Location: Leicester Square Theatre, 6 Leicester Place, Lon-
don 

 

Arts on the Hill 2012 kicks off in grand style with a celebra-
tion of some of the nation‟s best-loved stage and screen 
classic tunes at the Leicester Square Theatre in London‟s 
West End.   
 
The evening has been arranged for the RHN by theatre im-
presario Russell Scott, and will showcase the talents of 
young up and coming musical stars, performing alongside 
The West End Gospel Choir with narration by TV & Radio 
presenter Michael Kurn.  

 

2. Thames Path Challenge 

Date: 28 September 

A true test of stamina and determination - the Thames Path 
Challenge is no ordinary charity walk - it's tough, and for 
certain - no stroll in the park! Tackling 100km with a target 
time of 24 hours or 50 km in under 12 hours.  

 

For further information/ bookings, please contact:  

Anna Wall-Budden at the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability 

T: 020 8780 4565 or  

E: events@rhn.org.uk.  

W: http://www.rhn.org.uk/events/fundraising/ 

The Putney Society 

Christmas Lunch 

Time: 12.30pm 

Date: Sat, 8 December              

The Society is pleased to announce that our Christmas 
Lunch will be held at 12.30pm on Saturday 8 Decem-

ber 2012.  

After the success of last year's meal we will once more 
be at Fidelini on Upper Richmond Road. Details of our 
guest speaker and how to book to follow in next 
month's bulletin.  

 

        

W:www.fedelini.co.uk 

 

Autumn Flower Show 

 

The Roehampton Garden Society's Autumn Flower Show 
will be held at St Margaret's Church, Putney Park Lane, on 

Saturday 8 September at 3pm. 

It is always a splendid occasion - well worth a visit. 

http://www.rhn.org.uk/events/fundraising
http://www.fedelini.co.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings   September 11 Tuesday   Sainsbury‟s, Werter Road                    7pm 
   October 10 Wednesday  Sainsbury‟s, Werter Road  7pm 
 
Transport  September 4 Tuesday   9 Charlwood Road   7.30pm 
   October 2 Tuesday   11 Werter Road   7.30pm 
 
Open Spaces  September 5 Wednesday  71 Festing Road   8pm 
   October 4 Thursday   54 Festing Road   8pm 
 
Community  September 13 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
   October 11 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
 

about disabled access to the platforms but the scheme 
will provide benefits for everybody using the station. 
Unfortunately, the funds for this project are limited to 
access works so ideas like access from Oxford Road are 
not included nor is redevelopment of the station frontage 
itself. Temporary access for the contractor is very difficult 
and this will mean plenty of disruption to passengers. 
Come and state your views! 

At the same time WBC are proposing to make significant 
alterations to the pavement outside the station. Although 
the bus stops will be retained, the bus bay adjacent to 
pavement will go and some of the street furniture 
removed to open up the pavement. Some cycle racks will 
be relocated. Apparently they want to provide a taxi rank 
on the High Street outside the health shop on the corner 
of Disraeli Road. How this will work we don‟t know. 

I have been reviewing the latest Transport Assessment 
for the proposed new primary School on the Putney 
Hospital site. This area has a Public Transport 
Accessibility rating of 2 out of 6 (poor). The school will 
also have a large catchment area and we fear that many 
parents will use their cars to take the children to school. 
The Transport Plan for the school proposes to 
encourage cycling to school. I worry about this and 
would like to hear views of members. What is an 
appropriate age for children to cycle to school on their 
own? I suggest 10 but some want to encourage cycling 
at an earlier age. 

 

Thames Tunnel 

The Society‟s Thames Tunnel steering group has 
adopted a master plan for the embankment area and our 
Chairman sent a letter to Thames Water. This letter is 
shown on our website. We hope that the relatively 
unobtrusive structure on the Embankment can be co-
ordinated with the proposed pedestrianised area in front 
of the Thai Square and Star and Garter. We also hope 
that Waterman‟s Green can remain untouched. A 
proposal that involves tree cutting on the Green comes 
before the planning applications committee soon and we 
have advised against it. Also, Livett Launches are likely 
to submit a planning application for renewing and 
enlarging Putney Pier. 

Meanwhile a campaign to replace the tunnel entirely with 
greener solutions is in full swing and we are keeping a 
watch on it! 

 
 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

We were very surprised and concerned to hear about 
the closure of South Thames College Roehampton. 
Courses will be transferred or amalgamated with others 
at Merton and Wandsworth. It‟s a loss Roehampton 
could well do without. 

We are happy to announce we were finally able to install 
a public notice board in the High Street between 
Starbucks and WH Smiths. It took many months to get 
permission to put it up. Costs were covered by 
contributions from organisations such as The Putney 
Choral Society, The 1885 Singers, Friends of Putney 
School of Art, The Thames Philharmonic Choir, 
Putneymead Medical Practice, Putney Music and 
ourselves. The aim is to highlight local events and 
services, such as The Sunflower Café, which operates 
on the first Saturday of the month at the Platt Centre, 
Felsham Road and is for sufferers of Alzheimer‟s and 
their carers.  We even highlighted the Olympic Torch 
passing through Putney and were pleased to hear that 
several residents hadn‟t heard about that until they saw 
the sign in the notice board - so it is already doing what 
it was supposed to do. The only downside is that it isn‟t 
big enough but we now know for next time! 

On November 22 we are hosting a public Members’ 
Meeting on “Changes to your health care and 
services in Wandsworth, and what YOU can do 
about it’’. There are so many things going on in the 
health sector, but we hope to be able to have speakers 
who will inform and enlighten you, as well as answer 
some of the questions you have. The choices you can 
make now will affect how you receive treatment. If you 
have any particular questions please let me know and 
we‟ll see if we can have them answered for you. 
Obviously no specific or detailed medical histories! 

 

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

The next Members‟ Meeting on 27 September is about  
Putney Station. The “Access for All” project is mainly 
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Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

Putney Park Lane issues 

The Society may not have organised its usual summer walk up 
and down Putney Park Lane this summer (a matter noted with 
regret by some of our members) but this has not stopped the 
Panel continuing to keep a close watch on this linear public 
open space - one of Putney's historic green amenities. 

 

The Society's Executive Committee has agreed to support, in 
principle, the proposal by a local group of Dover House Estate 
residents, who are parents of young children, to have a kiddies' 
play facility created in The Pleasance - the green open space 
on the west side of the Lane.  The charity, Groundwork, is 
considering funding the project.  Working out the detailed 
design is proving a bit tricky.  The issues should be able to be 
resolved, we hope! 

 

A suggestion has been made for the mowing of the grass verge 
on the western side of the Lane, from the Upper Richmond 
Road to Crestway - this is the wider verge.  Why not leave half 
of the strip of grass unmown (the portion adjoining the railing) - 
so it can flower naturally in a belt of meadow rather than the 
manicured lawn effect elsewhere in the Lane?  This seems a 
good idea.  Any objections? 

 

An ongoing and unresolved issue is the problem of the near 
permanent parking of cars in the Lane at its Upper Richmond 
Road end.  Motor vehicles have the right of access to 
properties along the Lane, but not to park in it.  Vehicles left 
parked in a public open space, as a near constant feature, 
cannot be acceptable.  If such parking were to happen in other 
Putney open spaces, say in Wandsworth Park or on Putney 
Heath, the authorities would soon clamp down on it.  But, not in 
Putney Park Lane.  Our local councillors seem to have given 
up on the issue and the council's Parks Department appears 
not to be taking the problem seriously.  This parking issue can 
only get worse - particularly when the builders move in to 
redevelop the cleared site adjoining.  The council needs to get 
a grip on this issue if Putney Park Lane is to be maintained as 
an attractive open space for people to enjoy and relax in. 

We will be having a summer walk in the Lane in 2013.  

Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

The Buildings Panel agenda has been as full as ever over the 
Summer.   

 

2012 has seen more changes in planning legislation and policy 
than for many years.  Wandsworth Council has started a 
review of the Local Development Framework, and we are 
responding to this and new guidance documents.  National 
government is keeping us busy too with consultations on 
changes to the planning process.  Getting these policy 
documents right is important because they set the rules by 
which individual proposals are judged.   

   

Thanks to the many Society members who responded to the 
„Blades‟ application for the corner of the High Street and 
Putney Bridge Road.  Numbers do count.  Mark Poulter and I 
represented  the Society at meetings with residents in 
Burstock Road, who have now formed a residents association 
to fight this scheme and put in their own excellently 
researched objection.  Several councillors now seem to be 
determined to see this one refused. 

 

The Council‟s proposal for a primary school to replace Putney 
Hospital is now back, and with the addition of what amounts to 
an extra storey of solar panels mounted above the rooftop 
playground.  The Elliot School saga continues.  Michael Gove 
gave consent last month to the council selling a large part of 
the grounds to pay for renovation, the council‟s finance 
committee approved the sale on 21 August, and the temporary 
buildings have planning consent, yet there are still no details 
or any application for the actual works to the school.  With the 
emerging 2011 census figures showing rising demand for 
schools, education will be major question for the autumn, and 
the Society is pressing the Council for a debate on the bigger 
picture before any land is sold.     

 

On a smaller scale, a current application on the Lower 
Richmond Road raises the question of how far restaurants 
should be allowed to take over the pavement.  We also 
objected to a proposal for advertising boards at Tibbets 
Corner.   

With so much going on we are very pleased to have recruited 
to the Society and the Panel two architects living in Putney 
who can strengthen our aim to respond to planning policy 
changes as well as individual cases.  Welcome to you both.  
Anyone else? 
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Putney Society Contacts 

 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 

length on our website. Address below. 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

