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Members’ Meeting 

Thursday, 25 October at 7.30pm,  

St Mary’s Church, Brewer Building, 

 

Long-term planning for schools in Putney and Roehampton 

 

The next meeting, arranged by our Buildings Panel, is about future school provision in Putney 
and Roehampton. It will cover how recent census data indicate growing pressure on school 
places (primary and, in a few years time, secondary) with particular emphasis on long-term plan-
ning for school buildings/ premises. 

Our speaker is Cllr Kathy Tracey, Wandsworth Council Cabinet member for Education and 

Children’s Services, who can tell us about the challenge posed by the Borough's changing 

demographics, the current availability and shortfall, and how the council plans to meet these 

needs. We plan this to be a constructive forum to air some of the difficult issues currently arising 

over school places in Putney. 

 

Diamond Jubilee Stone Unveiled 

On 17 September Deputy Mayor, Cllr Nicola Nardelli, offi-
cially unveiled the engraved stone to commemorate our 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The stone, in Church Square 
near the war memorial, was funded by a bequest from the 
estate of the late Anthony Seton Jones, long-time member 
of the Society, who lived on Putney Hill. He left a bequest to 
the Society specifically “to help [the Society] to continue the 
excellent work they do”.  We were also very happy to wel-
come members of his family to the unveiling in the pres-
ence of Society committee and panel members. 

   

Installation of an engraved paving stone is a first for the So-
ciety but we wanted to acknowledge the 60th anniversary of 
the accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the throne and give 

our warmest congratulations to Her Majesty on her long reign. Cllr Nardelli spoke of the celebrations that 
have taken place during this Jubilee year and the enormous support that there has been from the public 
and feelings of patriotic pride generated by the Jubilee events and the subsequent Olympics.  

  

We thank the Rocket restaurant for generously providing coffee for all attendees after the unveiling, and 
Hugh Thompson and John Horrocks for all arrangements.  
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Sunday  7 October  Music by the Bridge, St Mary’s Church             (page 4) 

Sunday  14 October  Car Boot Sale, Queen Mary’s Hospital            7.30/8am  (page 4) 

Thursday  25 October  Next Members’ Meeting, Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church      7.30pm    (page 1) 

Wednesday  14 November  Front-of-house tour of the Albert Hall                 3pm     (below) 

Thursday  22 November  Community Panel Members’ Meeting            7.30pm     (page 3) 

Saturday  8 December  The Putney Society’s Christmas Lunch                       12.30pm     (below) 

Front-Of-House Tour of the Royal Albert 

Hall        

Date: Wednesday 14 November  

Time: 3pm                                                   

Price: £8.50 

The Royal Albert Hall, a building conceived by Prince Albert 
to celebrate both the arts and sciences, has been in use 
since 1871 and well over a million people each year attend 
events at the Hall. 

Our one-hour 15-minute tour will cover the history and archi-
tecture of this iconic building. The route has good mobility 
access. 

Afterwards there will be an opportunity to visit the first-floor 
Consort Cafe for afternoon tea/refreshments – at own cost. 

Our maximum number will be 30. 

To book your place please send a stamped-addressed enve-
lope together with your name, address, phone number and 
email address, together with a cheque for £8.50 made pay-
able to ‘The Putney Society’, to :Maureen Howley, 1 
Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH, no 

later than 28 October. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boris Bikes coming to Putney 

Transport for London has decided to extend the Boris/
Barclays Bikes scheme out to Putney. They should 
arrive here in Spring 2014.  The suggested new Put-
ney docking stations will be explained in a display in 
Putney Exchange on Saturday 6 October from 4 to 
6pm.  Your feed-back is being invited by TfL. 

Putney Artist's Open House 

Sat 6th/Sun 7th and Sat 13th/Sun 14th October 2012 

11am to 6pm,  

Artists’ Open House is an annual event giving you the oppor-
tunity to visit local artists in their homes and studios. This 
year around 50 artists are showing and selling their work at 
28 locations around Putney. 

Over two weekends, artists in Putney open their studios, 
homes, workshops, sheds and gardens to showcase an en-
gaging and diverse collection of original artworks.  

It’s an opportunity for you to meet artists and buy directly 
from them. Discover the extensive creative talents that exist 
within our vibrant art community. Entry is free... come along 
and enjoy! A warm welcome awaits.  

You can download a pdf map of the event at: 

W: www.putneyartists.org, or pop into the Library for a pa-
p e r  v e r s i o n .  F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m 

painter@ianlettice.com 

The Putney Society Christmas 

Lunch 

Saturday, 8 December : 12.30pm : £25.00 

pp. 

Members are advised that this will be held on Satur-
day 8 December from 12.30pm at B@Juan’s,  which 
is located at 240 Upper Richmond Road. A three 
course meal will be served - we shall have vegetarian 
options too. Details of the food options will be included 
with your ticket. 
 

Cost is £25 per head but this does not include drinks - 
these can be purchased at the restaurant. 

  

We are delighted to advise that our guest 
speaker will be Tracy Edwards,
(www.tracyedwards.com)  who is a Brit-
ish sailor. In 1989 she skippered the first 
all-female crew in the Whitbread Round 
the World Yacht Race, becoming the first 
woman to receive the Yachtsman of the 
Year Trophy in 1990 and was awarded an MBE. She 
is patron of several charities, including the Roehamp-
ton Trust. 
 

We are sure that this will be a popular event. As tick-
ets are strictly limited please send a cheque for £25 

per person  made out to: The Putney Society and 

send  to Bob Bowmer at: 17 Felsham Road, London 

SW15 1AY. Thank you. 

Exhibition at De Morgan Centre 
26 October—3 November 

 
Renewal is an exhibition of hand-built ceramics, tex-
tiles, and art, curated by Tim Boon (Putney Society 
member) and hosted by the De Morgan Centre, 38 
West Hill, SW18. It features works by Sandra East-
wood (potter, who taught briefly at Putney School of 
Art and Design, and whose designs are inspired by 
musical compositions) and Jacy Wall (textiles, prints 
and drawings, who explores women’s role within the 
domestic sphere). The exhibition runs from 26 Octo-
ber to 3 November 2012, open Tues-Fri  1-5pm, Sat-
urday 10am – 5pm and late night opening on Thurs 
until 9pm. All works are for sale. Free Admission (but 
De Morgan Centre charges £4 to see their collec-

tions). T: 020 8871 1144.   E: info@demorgan.org.uk 

http://www.putneyartists.org
mailto:painter@ianlettice.com
http://www.tracyedwards.com
mailto:info@demorgan.org.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings   October 10 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
   November 14 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
 
Transport  October 2 Tuesday   11 Werter Road   7.30pm 
   November 6 Tuesday   tbc    7.30pm 
 
Open Spaces  Oct 4  Thursday   54 Festing Road   8pm 
   November 1 Thursday   71 Festing Road   8pm 
 
Community  October 11 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
   November 15 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 

has started on the temporary school, and Mr Gove has 
given consent for selling nearly half the site, but we have 
still not seen details of what is to be done to the listed 
building.  The council have now granted planning 
permission for a primary school and flats to replace 
Putney Hospital.   The school is effectively a 3-storey 
building, with a canopy of solar panels above the rooftop 
playground.   Our members’ meeting on 25th October 
will be looking at the how the council plan to deal with 
the rising demand for school places, and how these 
applications might fit that plan. 

The council are consulting on a regeneration of 
Roehampton town centre.  We have asked that this 
considers the whole of the centre, rather than just be 
limited to Danebury Avenue, where they want to 
demolish the library and most of the shops.  

Proposals for high rise flats in Putney town centre 
continue.  After so many residents objected to the 
‘Blades’ scheme (corner of the High Street and Putney 
Bridge Road), this seems to have stalled.  We have 
commented on a new, and we feel more sympathetic, 
application for a block of up to 12 storeys at 113 Upper 

Richmond Road.   

Whilst they have been on holiday, the civil servants at 
the Department of Communities and those in our Town 
Hall have kept your panel busy with consultations, many 
hundreds of pages, on proposals to revise the Borough 
Plan, the planning process and even what might need 
consent.   Eric Pickles’ recent announcement on that 
even got planning onto the radio news!  But only to 
announce another consultation ‘soon’.  Your neighbours 
won’t be building 8 metre long extensions yet.    

This month’s quirky small application is from BT, who 
want to remove the two ‘phone boxes from in front of 
Putney Station and replace them next to the benches in 
Disraeli Road, which we think would spoil this popular 
little corner.  Central Putney has almost a dozen ‘phone 
boxes.  Are these all still needed in the age of the 
mobile? 

 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

Queen Mary's Hospital: dead trees. We are concerned 

about the number of dead trees in the car park area of Queen 
Mary's Hospital, Roehampton Lane. This car park and the 
small amenity space set within it, form part of the setting of the 
adjacent Grade I listed Roehampton House as well as being an 
essential element in the Hospital development. 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Working closely with Wandsworth Local Health 
Commissioning Groups and PutneyMead Group Medical 

Practice we are organising a public Members’ Meeting on 
22 November on Changes to your Healthcare and 

Services in Wandsworth. Full details next bulletin.  

Police: As some of you are aware, the existing MPS 
premises of Jubillee House 230-232 Putney Bridge 
Road, SW15 2PD (at the junction with Putney High 
Street) are being refurbished to accommodate additional 
units, including all of the existing Putney and 
Wandsworth Safer Neighbourhood Teams with the 
exception of the team at Roehampton. 
Part of this work is intended to provide a new front 
counter facility that will face onto Putney Bridge Road. 
As a result of these building works the Putney Police 
Office will be closed for  approximately six months from 
13 August 2012. From that date a police surgery is 
operating in the cafe at the Brewer Building, St Mary's 
Church, SW15 1SL. It covers the existing opening hours 
of the Putney Police Office: Monday to Friday 11.00am 
to 2.00pm and Saturday between 10.00am and 2.00pm 

The Post Office is planning to move to 197 Upper 
Richmond Road, SW15 6SG, (between Ravenna and 
Burston Roads). Current location is 214 Upper 
Richmond Road. It will mean a modern open plan 
branch in newly refurbished premises, longer opening 
hours, same products and services, improved 
accessibility. Opening hours will be Mon-Fri 09.00-
17.30, and Saturday when they will open 09.00-17.30 
(instead of 13.00). They plan to keep one counter open 
for the same hours the shop stays open, which means 
07.00-19.00 Mon-Fri, and Sat 09.00-17.30. which is 
good news. I’m not sure of the move date, but will put an 
update in each Bulletin. 

 
Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

As a new school year starts, education continues to 
occupy all of the Society’s panels. At Elliot School work 
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We shall continue to keep you posted, but for more 
information visit our website. 

Carolyn McMillan (Chairman) 

The design of the Hospital car park incorporates a 
significant number of trees which are growing on well 
and which form an important element in the relationship 
between the Hospital building and Roehampton House 
to the south. It is sad to see that a number of the trees 
(London Plane trees and Prunus)  are dead or are 
s u f f e r i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i e - b a c k .    
 

The Panel considers that these dead trees ought to be    
replaced. The question is - how can this replacement be 
achieved? It may be that the planning permission for the 
Hospital development requires the replacement of dead 
trees.  Who will take responsibility for the replacement 
work?  We recall that this was a PFI development 
scheme.  The Panel has sought the help of Cllr Steffi 
Sutters (W Putney Ward) and, also, the management 
staff at Queen Mary's, to try to get the issue resolved. 

 

Elliott School and the proposed new primary school 
on the Putney Hospital site  
 
Putney Society panels have been busy monitoring the 
sale of outdoor space at Elliott School and the purchase 
of the Putney Hospital site for a primary school. We 
have responded to the public consultation exercises. 
Buildings Panel (page 3) have outlined the current 
situation.  
What is Putney Society’s position? To recap, we 
opposed the first planning application for the Putney 
Hospital site, not because we are against a new primary 
school per se, but because we considered it a gross 
overdevelopment of the site, with children having a 
playground on the roof because flats were needed to 
pay for the school. We thought the transport 
assessment was seriously defective, and that there was 
an underestimation of the increased traffic created on 
the busy Lower Richmond Road. An amended 
application had an improved transport assessment, but 
this did not change our overall position on an 
overdevelopment with potential serious traffic and 
parking problems, to the detriment of the amenity of the 
surrounding Common and adjoining residents.   

With Elliott School we are still pushing the Council for 
more detail of their plans and projected costs for works 
on this listed building. We are worried about the 
potential loss of trees on the land. We have asked the 
Council why they are selling off school land in one part 
of Putney and buying land for another school in a 
somewhat less accessible site on the outer reaches of 
Thamesfield ward.   
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 
length on our website. Address below. Our apologies for 

last month’s outage, we’re getting the site working asap. 

NEW MEMBERS: 

Iona Whitaker, Borneo Street; Sue Roberts, Whitnell Way; Gill 
Tweed, Longstaff Road; Aleida Stohman-Conijn, Chartfield 
Avenue; James Sexton, Salvin Road; Lesley Hancock, Cam-
balt Road; Sordjati Roebijanti, Keswick Road; Elizabeth Hop-
per, Borneo Street; John Weatherall, Roskell Road; Michael 
Salt, Fontley Way; Ryan Mclaughlin, Brewhouse Lane; David 
Windle, Ludovick Walk; Pat Evans, West Hill; J R Tarling, Put-
ney Hill; John Bridger, Lavena Close; Richard Nathanson, 
Putney., Louisa Hoff, Kenilworth Court; Peter Kiernan, Larpent 
Avenue, Natasha Brown, Whitnell Way. 

Music by the Bridge 

To celebrate the 30th year of the Marcussen Organ at St Mary's 
Church Putney - the fine organ which replaced the original de-
stroyed in the fire in 1972. 

Sunday, 7 October: 

Travis Baker, Organist at St Marys, 4 November Martin Ford, Or-
ganist at Westminster Abbey,  

Sunday, 9 December: 

David Graham, Organist at Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Farm Street. 

Tickets: £8 with glass of wine, £4 for under 18s and OAPs. 

Contact: Bethan Deakins  

E: bethan.deakins@gmail.com or Parish Office St Marys. 

 

Car Boot Sales 

Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton 

 (second Sunday of the month) 

   

Next sale 14 October then 11  November  

Vendors from 7.30am  Buyers from 8.00am 

£10 a car    £15 a large van 

£1 parking for buyers (proceeds to charity) 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

