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Next Members’ Meeting 
Thursday 22 March at 7.30 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

Annual General Meeting 
To be chaired by our President, Anthony Marshall 

 
Enclosed with, or attached to this bulletin, you will find all the papers you need for the AGM.  
Please bring them with you to the meeting, at which the Society’s Officers, Executive Committee 
etc will be elected. 
 
(reminder: nominations for the Executive should be submitted to the Secretary by 15 
March) 
 

Do please come along and have your say on any of the agenda items. 
 

Our guest speaker will be Professor Paul O’Prey, Vice-Chancellor of Roehampton University  

and Putney resident.  He will talk about the history of the University, its current activities and engage-
ment with local community. 

Members’ Meeting 
Thursday 19

 
April at 8 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

London Assembly Election Hustings 
 

On Thursday 3
 
May we will be voting not only for our new Mayor but also for members of the 

London Assembly.  The voting system is more complex than for general elections: For Mayor we 
get first and second preference votes, for our local constituency (Merton and Wandsworth) we 
get to vote for one candidate and for a London-wide Assembly Member we get another vote  
either for a political party or for an independent member.  
 
Our London Assembly Hustings evening will provide the opportunity to meet the candidates of all 
the major parties for Merton and Wandsworth constituency.  We have invited the four who have 
so far been nominated, Richard Tracey AM (Conservative), Leonie Cooper (Labour), Lisa 
Smart (Liberal Democrat) and Roy Vickery (Green).  Further invitations may be issued depend-
ing on which further parties decide to contest the seat. 
The meeting is open to all members and friends and we will also be inviting members of fellow 
amenity societies in the two boroughs to join us.  
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
      Monday  5 March   Composer Karl Jenkins in conversation, Dryburgh Hall                  (below) 

   8 March– 12Aug  Portrait of London Exhibition, Wandsworth Museum      (below) 

Monday  19 March  New school plans on display, All Saints Church      (below) 

Thursday  22 March   AGM                                                    (page 1) 

Wed & Thursday 28-29  March  The Friends Easter Table Sale, Queen Mary’s Hospital                 (below) 

Friday  30 March  Book reading & signing, Patrick Gale, Waterstone’s      (below) 

Thursday  19 April   GLA Hustings Meeting, The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church    (page 1) 

Sunday  20 May   Charity Walk, Macmillan Cancer Support       (page 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen Mary’s Hospital Roehampton 

THE FRIENDS EASTER TABLE SALE 

Wednesday 28 & Thursday 29 March 

‘The Friends’ are collecting any new 
items including: 

Cakes, chocolates, Easter eggs, jams, toiletries, plants, 
gifts, unwanted Christmas presents. 

Please deliver to: The Friends office 10 am - 1 pm daily or 

contact The Friends: 020 8487 6798 

They will also be holding car boot sales on the second 
Sunday of the month - next sale  

11 March from 7.30 am - 1 pm £10/car, £15/van  

W: www.qmhfriendscarboot.co.uk 

 

WANDSWORTH MUSEUM: Portrait of London 

Historic photographs of London and the Borough of 

Wandsworth 1857 – 1965. 

8 March – 12 August 2012 

38, West Hill, London, SW18 1RY 

W: www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk 

 

 

BOOK READING & SIGNING 
 Author: Patrick Gale 
‘A Perfectly Good Man’ 
 

WATERSTONE’S 
Putney Exchange, SW15 1NH 

Friday, 30 March   Time: 6 pm  

Tickets £3, available from the shop 

and redeemable against purchase of a book on 

the night. 

Best-selling author, Patrick Gale, will be reading from 
his new book, 'A Perfectly Good Man'. 

W: www.waterstones.com  T: 020 8780 2401 

 
2012 subscriptions now due! 

 
Members paying by cheque are reminded to send 

2012 subs to Bob Bowmer - details on back page.  

For those subscribing to the e-bulletin please send a 
cheque made out to The Putney Society for £11; for 

those taking the postal bulletin it is £13.50.    

Also, if you can spare a little time to give a hand with 
the bulletin stuffing, which takes an hour, 11 times a 
year (but you don’t have to do every one!) please 
contact  any of the officers listed in the panel on the 
bottom of page 4. Thank you. 

 

PUTNEY MUSIC SOCIETY 

www.putneymusic.org.uk       

Monday, 5 March 

Time: 8-10 pm 

DRYBURGH HALL,  

PUTNEY LEISURE CENTRE, 

PUTNEY, SW15 1BL                                                                    

                                                               Karl Jenkins 

The Internationally acclaimed composer, Karl Jenkins 
in conversation with Dr Robert Philip. Annual subscrip-
tion £30.00. (Subscriptions for Jan to April available at 
half the normal fee). Visitors: Temporary membership 
per meeting £5.00 (refundable against yearly subscrip-
tion if joining within 14 days or at next meeting). FREE 
to under 18s. 

Karl Jenkins is the UK's most popular contemporary 
composer, and one of Wales' most versatile and criti-

cally-acclaimed musicians. 

New School - plans on display 
 

The proposed redevelopment of the Putney Hospital 
site on Putney Lower Common for a new school and a 
block of 24 flats is now the subject of a planning appli-
cation seeking the council's formal approval for the 
scheme. 

As part of the consultation process on the planning ap-
plication, there is to be a display of plans and images at 
All Saints Church, Putney Lower Common, on Monday 
19 March from 3 pm to 7 pm.  Council officers will be 
present to answer questions. 

Don't miss this one-day opportunity to find out just what 
is proposed for this important site.  The Society will be 
following this application very closely.  Let us know 
what you think.  

http://www.qmhfriendscarboot.co.uk
http://www.wandsworthmuseum.co.uk/
http://www.waterstones.com
javascript:openWindow('http://www.waterstones.com/waterstonesweb/displayProductDetailsZoom.do?sku=8440129',%20'ProductZoom',%20400,%20425);
http://www.putneymusic.org.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings   Mar 7  Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7.30  
   April  11  Wednesday   tbc    7.30 
    
Transport  Mar 6  Tuesday    11 Werter Road     7.30  
   April 3  Tuesday   tbc    7.30 
    
Open Spaces  Mar 8  Thursday   54 Festing Road   8.15  
   April 5  Thursday   tbc    8.15 
   
Community  Mar 14  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road   8.15  
   April 12  Thursday   tbc    8.15 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

With temperatures hitting -8° Celsius last week West 
London Churches Homeless Concern’s severe weather 
emergency procedure kicked in. Their staff and volunteer 
teams are operating full-steam to ensure everyone who 
needs somewhere to sleep in this freezing weather is given 
a roof over their head for the night. The expansion of a 
second night shelter circuit, which includes St Mary’s 
Church, has meant that over the last 14 days they have 
housed up to 99 people a night, including 14 women--two of 
whom are pregnant.   Donations of long lasting items such 
as tinned tuna, soup, tea, coffee etc gratefully received. 

Contact Linda on 020 8780 3170 or linda@ideas21.co.uk. 

Our Growing Older in Wandsworth public meeting was very 
successful, with over 100 attendees. Many thanks again to 
Cllr Jim Maddan, Dawn Warwick, and Rachel Corry for 
speaking to us, and to Sally for helping us out with 
refreshments. We hope to make this an annual event, as 
requested.  We have nothing new to report on the Post 
Office – if anyone does know whether or not there are any 
new plans on moving it to new premises, please get in 
touch.  

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor: Hugh  Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

 

The new stand  at Fulham FC moves closer. An inspection 
of the plans show that the new river stand will be 
considerably bigger but of a far more graceful design. The 
panel is divided. Some feel that the present box like 
structure is not much to look at and since the  new stand is 
no higher than other parts of the ground the effect is at 
worse neutral. Others feel  it's just a bigger visual intrusion 
for those on the Putney side. It will mean that Fulham will be 
able to  have more spectators and therefore  be more 
financially successful. 
What is not in doubt  about the proposals is that the 
intended public river walkway, going by the stand joining 
Bishops Park to the River Walk will be a great addition to 
local amenity. We are aware that dinghy sailors are 
complaining about the height of the new stand upsetting 
their wind but their inconvenience must be weighed against 
the thousands more who will enjoy Fulham FC and the 
many who will have a better river walk from now on. 

Elsewhere don’t say it too loud but most of the paper work 

has now been completed and work may well start on the 

Putney Hospital this summer. The first job will be to clear 

the site of the asbestos which lies within the old building. 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

The Exchange - demolition proposed 

The owners of The Exchange shopping centre, Blackrock 
Property Fund, have applied for planning permission to 
redevelop 96-98 Putney High Street (Millets and Thomas 
Cook) and the adjoining main Exchange entrance facade.  
The demolition would enable the creation of a large new 
two-floor retail unit linking back into the shopping centre - 
with 35 additional car parking spaces provided on an 
extended roof level.   

The removal of The Exchange facade would mean the loss 
of the attractive stained glass screen which was designed 
by Alan Younger who also designed the stained glass in St 
Mary's Church by the bridge and the rose window in St 
Albans Cathedral. 

Whilst the Society has, in general terms, welcomed the 
application, we have a number of detailed concerns. 

Why has there been no display of plans in The 

Exchange so that Putney shoppers can learn about 
the proposals? 

Why is the admired Post-Modern Exchange facade 

(with its special stained glass) to be replaced  by a 
modern entrance of materials alien to the High 
Street? 

Why is the opportunity to widen the pavement for 

pedestrians (by setting back the new shopfronts) not 
being taken? 

Why does the scheme make no provision at all for 

any cycle parking? 

Will the extra car parking provision result in even 

more air pollution in the High Street? 

We are pressing for answers to all these questions before 
any planning permission is granted by the council. 

 

Transport Panel Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328)  

Putney Station: Network Rail has agreed to meet us to 

discuss the proposed project for new stairs and lifts for the 

Station. As access to the station is difficult the temporary 

disruption may be severe. However, the improvement to 

the station will be worth the trouble. We hope to have a lot 

more news on this next month. 

The Bulletin 

mailto:linda@ideas21.co.uk


 

 

 

AIR POLLUTION CAMPAIGN – UPDATE 

Since the Society’s press release and map 
were distributed in mid-December we have 
made significant progress.  Firstly, we had a 
meeting with Transport for London (TfL) jointly 
with Richard Tracey AM and Wandsworth 
Council representatives where we were able to 
secure a commitment to introduce some hybrid 
buses on local routes.  We are confident that 
further pressure from us and the Council will 
persuade them to bring more hybrid buses and 
retrofitted diesel buses (these emit far less 
NO2 and damaging particulates).  We were 
delighted that the Wandsworth Guardian has 
reported extensively on our campaign and 
started their own, focused on air pollution at 
schools near busy roads. We were also 
delighted to get a brief spot on BBC local radio 
to explain our concerns and exhort both the 
Mayor and the Council to do more to address 
the issue.  We subsequently had a 
comprehensive and very productive meeting 
with Cllr Jonathan Cook, Deputy Leader of the 
Council and Cabinet Member responsible for 
the Environment, where most of the 25 
proposals arising from the members’ meeting 
last April  were discussed.  We have also 
engaged with Roehampton University who 
want to set up their own air pollution survey 
working with local schools. 

 

Next steps: we will write to the Council to 
summarise areas where we feel further action 
could be focused.  We will also meet Richard 
Tracey AM to consider how we can move the 
Mayor on matters like tightening London’s Low 
Emission Zone limits.  A further study of 
particulates levels in central Putney is to be 
carried out with Simon Birkett of the Clean Air 
Campaign.  We have been invited to present 
details of our campaign to the Wandsworth 
Environmental Forum in March. 

Join Macmillan Cancer Support on one of 
three points in London - 5 
miles starts at 2.30 pm  

20 May from Greenwich 
and 10 miles start at 1pm 
from Woolwich and 
Putney respectively – 
taking in all the varied 
and beautiful views of 
London along the river, 
registration opens one hour before. 

The south and south west walkers start at St. 
Mary’s Church, on Putney High Street, 
Putney SW15 1SN - All walkers will end at 
Hay's Galleria near London Bridge 

£10 per person registration fee but under 16s 
go free. For more information and to register, 
please visit: www.macmillan.org.uk/walking 
 
CHARITY INVITES OLDER PEOPLE IN 

WANDSWORTH TO ‘BE THEIR GUEST’  

Contact the Elderly is inviting Wandsworth 
residents who live alone and who are over the 
age of 75 to join a local friendship group which 
meets once a month on a Sunday afternoon to 
enjoy a cuppa, some cake and good company! 

The Contact the Elderly idea is a very simple 
one. A group of volunteer drivers use their cars 
to collect the same local older people on the 
same Sunday of every month and together 
they visit a local volunteer host for tea and an 
informal social afternoon. The group visits a 
different host each month and arrive at the 
host’s home around 3.00 pm and leave again 
around 5.00pm and the service is completely 
free.  
If anyone is interested in coming along, please 
do get in touch with Cliff Rich. 

T: 020 7240 0630 or email cliff.rich@contact-the

-elderly.org.uk or visit: 

www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk 
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Suzanne Taylor  7   Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL  0208 789 9622 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna@thomsenpr.com 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

http://www.macmillan.org.uk/walking
mailto:cliff.rich@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
mailto:cliff.rich@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
http://www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk/
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

