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 NEXT Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 26 January  

 7.30 pm, Brewer Building 

 ‘Looking Forward to Growing Old in Wandsworth‟  

Come and share your concerns. There are many changes planned for services and facilities for 
those over 50, and it‟s important for you to understand how these will affect you.  Wandsworth 
are moving forward with „Open Access style services‟ which will have an impact on many resi-
dents, particularly the elderly. The Putney Society have invited those responsible for imple-
menting and dealing with these changes so you can find out more about what they  entail.  

On the Panel will be Councillor Jim Maddan, Cabinet Member Adult Care and Health, Dawn 
Warwick, Director of Adult Social Services, and Rachel Corry from Age UK Wandsworth. We 
will all be affected at one time or another, so please make a note of the date and come along.  

 

Also see feature on ‘retirement flats in Putney’ on page 2 

 
 

Visit to the Royal Courts of Justice 

12 March 2012,  11am 

A behind-the-scenes tour of the Royal Courts of Justice. 
Situated on Fleet Street and the centre of English 
Justice, the RCJ has a long and fascinating history. Our 
guide is employed by the RCJ and has promised to 
answer all questions. The 90 minute walking tour, which is 
under cover inside the RCJ, does involve flights of stairs 
and may not be suitable for those who have 
difficulty walking. Please send a cheque for £12 per per-
son and a SAE to Bob Bowmer (address page 4). 

We are restricted to 30 in our party and need to confirm 
numbers by late February so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

 January 2012 Subscriptions 

Members who pay subs by direct debit are 
reminded that we shall seek payment through 
your bank on or after 16 January 2012. We 
are holding direct debit subscription rates for 
third year in succession at £8.50 for those 
subscribing to the e-bulletin and £11 for those 
receiving the bulletin by post. Members who 
pay subscription by cheque and for those sub-
scribing by e-bulletin please raise a cheque 
for £11; for those receiving the bulletin by post 
the rates are £13.50. Cheques to be made out 
to The Putney Society and to be sent to Bob 
Bowmer, Membership Secretary (address 
page 4). 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday  26 January   Members Meeting “Looking forward to growing old 
       in Wandsworth” 
Thursday  23 February   Members‟ Meeting (tbc) 
Monday  12 March   Visit to Royal Courts of Justice  
Thursday  22 March   AGM 

Retirement flats in Putney 
by Society member Michael Young 
 

Earlier this year my neighbour and I, somewhat 
reluctantly, moved from Putney to Wimbledon. I had 
lived in Putney for 44 years and he for 24.  The 
reason that we had to move was that our houses 
were not suitable for us as we became older and 
possibly less mobile.  They also could not be 
adapted satisfactorily.  To our great sadness, there 
were no purpose-built retirement flats to buy in 
Putney.  Indeed, unlike the adjacent boroughs of 
Merton, Kingston and Richmond, where there are a 
number of such developments, there were only two 
in the whole of Wandsworth Borough - one in 
Tooting and a very small block of flats in 
Roehampton which, I think, were originally built-to- 
let.  We had the option of buying one or two 
bedroom flats in Putney but these are increasingly 
being sold to buy to let landlords where ones' 
neighbours are likely to change regularly and, in 
many cases are not very interested in their 
properties. 
 

Whenever a planning application was made for a 
site in Putney that would have been suitable for 
retirement flats I always made the point in my 
comments/objections of the need for such.  Local 
estate agents have said how easy it would be to 
sell such flats. 
 

I understand that Putney has one of the lowest age 
profiles in the country - undoubtedly this lack of 
suitable property for elderly owner occupiers 
contributes to this unbalanced population.  Perhaps 
if the elderly retire to adjoining boroughs this may 
help to keep council tax down!  Here in Wimbledon, 
where we have now settled, there are five (out of 
fifty) of the owners of the flats originally from Putney 
and others from elsewhere in Wandsworth 
Borough! 
 

Perhaps the Putney Society would like to take up 
this issue with the council and ask them actively to 
encourage developers to provide some purpose-
built retirement flats in Putney so that others will not 
have to move away as has proved necessary for 
us.  

Winners of The Putney Society's  

Swan Competition 

At the Christmas fair we had a good turn-out for 
our swan competition. The 4 swan beanies were 
won by - Ethan and Esja in the under 8's drawing 
competition. Jess and Beau won the over 8's 
competition. (Our local resident swans are the 
Mute and have red bills!)  We would like to thank 
all those who took part in the competition. 

 

Putney Society Christmas lunch 

On 10 December we held a very successful lunch 

at Fidelini on Upper Richmond Road. In the 

presence of Rt Hon Justine Greening MP and the 

Mayor for Wandsworth Jane Cooper, the recently 

appointed Director of Wandsworth Museum, Neil 

Couzens, addressed members on the importance 

of The Local in society and museum planning. It 

was agreed that this had been a very enjoyable 

event. 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

Putney's riverside - major changes 

Thames Water proposals for the Thames Tunnel are 
envisaging some major changes for Putney's riverside. 
There will be significant developments affecting the 
Putney Embankment conservation area and the listed 
Putney Bridge.  The Buildings Panel is studying these 
proposals very carefully to assess their likely impact on 
this much loved area, so appreciated by Putney 
residents.  What do Society members think? 

From west to east, there are the proposed permanent 
buildings for the Barn Elms playing fields, near the 
mouth of the Beverley Brook.  Do you have views on 
these? 

 The proposed temporary slipway opposite Chas 
Newens' premises on the Embankment, to enable large 

News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and  

raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

 However, please contact convenor in advance. 
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 boats to gain access to slipway by the Bridge is out 
of use during the years of Tunnel construction.  Will 
its design be visually appropriate?  The major 
change to the riverside, 'The Bulge', is to be con-
structed on the foreshore just east of Putney Pier.  It 
will provide us with a new platform of public space 
sticking out into the river.  It will have a vent shaft.  
Are you happy with its proposed appearance?  A 
new building is proposed for Watermans Green (the 
tiny open space next to Putney Bridge with its 100 
year old trees) to house Tunnel equipment.  Building 
on a 'greenfield site'?  What about using the 
'brownfield site' adjoining - the old gents toilets? And, 
finally, a vent shaft to go next to Putney Bridge.  Will 
it blend in? These are the design issues the Society 
would like to hear from you about, so we can prepare 
a response to Thames Water's consultation.  Please 
phone me or email me with your views - 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com  

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Putney Hospital/School  Consultation 
Many questions about design, the space, the park-
ing, or lack of it, and some feel a secondary school 
would be preferable. Response on our website.  
Recycling: Two members went on a tour of the new 
materials recovery facility (MRF) of the Western Riv-
erside Waste Authority (WRWA) at Smugglers Way, 
Wandsworth. WRWA manages waste for Wands-
worth,  Hammersmith & Fulham, Kensington & Chel-
sea, and Lambeth. The tour focused on processing 
of commingled "orange bag" recyclables, which the 
MRF does 90% automatically and only 10% by hand 
(the latter mainly to remove materials not intended 
for orange bags). The MRF is functioning well, pro-
ducing separated bales of  paper, plastics and metal, 
and broken-up glass for use in  aggregate and other 
materials (glass is not recycled as bottles). Besides 
being environmentally beneficial, recycling is less 
expensive for WRWA (and Wandsworth Council) 
than landfill disposal of the same waste, partly be-
cause significant value of the recycled materials. The 
tour also discussed the long-term choice of WRWA 
to use commingled recycling rather  than separated 
recycling (as is done in Richmond).  

Separation improves recovery of materials, but has signifi-
cant costs in crowded central London boroughs, including 
greater use of space and slower rubbish collection. 
Putneymead Surgery next open meeting 10.00 Feb 6: Go-
ing to be a new Mum?‟  Please  email them if you want to 
attend.  Your email address and mobile phone number are 
also useful for the surgery to keep in touch with you: putney-
meadpatientforum@nhs.net with subject New Email Ad-
dress. See letter on website supporting council’s objec-
tions to the threatened Deregulation of the Licensing 

Act. 

 

Transport Panel 

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Putney High School/ Lytton Grove  traffic problems 
New  planning application will be heard on 19 Jan. Local 
people are planning to repeat their objections. River 
Taxis—Rumours that Thames Clipper are going to take on 
where Executive Charters left off. Convenor to follow up 
with saveourboat.com and Rosemary Torrington.  Heath-
row—flight alternation trials. A local resident  is keeping a 
diary of nuisance flights and complains regularly. Convenor 
is  contacting HACAN to see what they are doing with all the 
data published by BAA. 

Open Spaces 

Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

We start the year, very much alert to the ever present 
threats to  our open spaces -Thames Water‟s declared in-
tention of building on Waterman‟s (Lavatory) Gardens  down 
by the Bridge. Nothing is written in stone and we hope that a 
way of using the  redundant toilets maybe  an alternative to 
wrecking a small but lovely  open space with its  mature 
holly trees. More importantly, there is a very real threat to 
the space between Wandsworth BC's proposed giant Pri-
mary School and  Commondale. There is the need to  cre-
ate a pond to cater for overflow from the new buildings. 
There is the less acceptable demand that a car park be built 
for teachers and staff. In order that  the buses, taking the 
children to Barn Elms playing fields, can turn, an even big-
ger metalled area is being asked for. Barn Elms is owned by 
Wandsworth Council. As there is no gate in the fence along 
Beverley Brook there is no quick walk from the proposed 
school to these playing fields. One gate, and not only is the 
new school's carbon foot print improved; the costs of trans-
port radically reduced, but also  the five minute walk would 
add to  the children‟s exercise. Bit too obvious, isn‟t it? 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Jan 12   Thursday  14 Magdalen House 7.30 pm 
        Manor Fields 
   Feb 9  Thursday  venue tbc 
Transport  Jan 3  Tuesday  11 Werter Road  7.30 pm  
   Feb 7  Tuesday  venue tbc 
Open Spaces  Jan 5   Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm  
   Feb 2  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  Jan 11   Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   Feb 8  Wednesday  venue tbc 

mailto:putneymeadpatientforum@nhs.net
mailto:putneymeadpatientforum@nhs.net


 

 

boats to gain access to 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL  0208 789 9622 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY 07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

Thames Tunnel 

Phase Two Consultation 
As promised in the December Bulletin key elements of 
our draft response are set out below to provide 
members with the opportunity to provide feedback prior 
to submitting our final response.  Please feed back 
views on design and heritage issues to John Horrocks, 
your Building Panel Convener and views on working 
methods/transport issues to Hugh Samuels, your 
Transport Panel Convener (Tel contact details in 
bulletin p.3, email on website).  
 
Tunnelling strategy 
It is disappointing that Thames Water (TW) did not take 
up our suggestion of a single drive from Battersea. This 
would have avoided a main drive site at either 
Carnwath Road or Barn Elms.  Nevertheless the choice 
of Carnwath Road is good news for Putney.  TW‟s 
principal reasons for their change of plan are: 

-Carnwath Road is a brownfield site; 

-The existing wharfs and width of the river at               
Carnwath Road allows  use of larger barges; 

-There will be much less conflict with the 
recreational uses of the river than at Barn Elms. 

The Society concurs with this rationale.  
 
Putney Bridge CSO 
The Society welcomes the use of barges to reduce 
traffic and environmental impacts.  However we are 
concerned about strength of commitment and want to 
see a substantial increase in barge use e.g. for all 
temporary slipway infill, all shaft & tunnel spoil, precast 
concrete segment delivery and machinery delivery/
removal in addition to the delivery & removal of coffer 
dam infill currently proposed.   
 
The Society also welcomes TW‟s continuing work to 
evolve design and working methods to reduce the 
impact of these works e.g. TW no longer likely to 
completely fill behind coffer dam.  However the severe 
impact of increased road traffic at this location because 
of the river crossing and existing high pollution levels in 
High Street and Oxford Road makes it essential that 
pressure is maintained on TW to minimise the scale 
and impact of works.  The Society will raise and 
continue to press on this issue. 
 
Similarly we have concerns about enforcement of traffic 
routing to prevent use of High St. (and Oxford Road). 

Again we will raise and continue to press on this issue. 
 
In relation to the design of permanent works our view is 
that the current proposal is very bland and we will 
suggest an architectural design competition to ensure 
the final design is in keeping with Putney.  We will also 
press for the use of the public toilets on Waterman‟s 
Green to house control equipment and minimise visual 
impact. 
 
Ensuring that the historically significant slipway is 
undamaged and that the maximum protection possible 
is afforded to the trees on Watermans Green are also 
important objectives.  TW have already shown that they 
are aware of and are addressing these issues.  
Nevertheless these issues will be raised in our response 
to ensure they continue to be properly considered. 
 
Barn Elms CSO 
In relation to this CSO our principal comments are that: 

-The size and design of permanent works creates 
excessive and negative visual impact on Barn 
Elms; 

-An alternative temporary roadway along the north 
edge of Barn Elms would be less disruptive. 

The Society will raise and continue to press on these 
issues.  

 
Leaving a positive heritage 
TW have indicated that they are happy to consider 
proposals which would result in the works leaving a 
positive heritage for Putney provided that the proposal is 
within the general boundaries of TW activity.  
Suggestions from members would be most welcome 
(via John Horrocks please).  
 

Whilst we want to hear your views on this and all the 
other issues above, it is important that as many 
members as possible respond to TW as individuals 
in addition to TW receiving a response from the 
Society. If you agree with TW’s rationale for 
selecting Carnwath Road please let them know.  This 
can be done via TW‟s consultation website  

http://www.thamestunnelconsultation.co.uk/  

or alternatively by post to: Thames Tunnel Consultation, 

Thames Water Utilities, Freepost SCE9923, PO BOX 

522, Swindon SN2 8LAA. 
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 MAJOR SURVEY OF AIR POLLUTION 

 LEVELS IN CENTRAL PUTNEY 

 

The Putney Society is very concerned about harm-
ful air pollution in Putney High Street.  With support 
from Mapping for Change (a social enterprise set up by 
University College London and London 21) we mobi-
lised volunteers to conduct a survey of Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) levels at 36 sites in central Putney over four 
weeks in Sept/Oct 2011.  The key conclusions from our 
survey are very worrying: 

-NO2 levels 75% in excess of EU limits not only in Put-
ney High Street (recorded by Wandsworth Council) 
but also at Putney Cross and on Putney Hill (in our 
survey); 

-NO2 levels 25% in excess of EU limits along the Upper 
Richmond Road and close to the High St.; 

-EU limits for NO2 also exceeded on several residential 
roads in Putney; 

-The pollution effects of traffic on major roads clearly 
spread beyond the immediate locality. 

Air Pollution Map of Central Putney 

Our findings are presented in the form of a map of cen-
t ra l  Putney (see our  webs i te:  http: / /

www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_images/

Air_Pollution_map_Putney_OS_FINAL[1].pdf ) which 

depicts the NO2 levels we measured at each site 
(circles) and Wandsworth Council‟s own measurements 
for comparison purposes (triangles).  The Council al-
ready monitors air quality in the High Street and Fel-
sham Road and our survey is intended to complement 
this work by covering the whole of central Putney. 
(Council data portrayed by the triangles on the map 
have not yet been ratified and there is some disparity 
between our readings and theirs at Felsham Road). 

 Why measure NO2 levels? 

Vehicle emissions are the major source of NO2 which is 
an irritant gas known to harm lung function and cause 
respiratory problems especially among children and the 
elderly.    Levels of NO2 are also a strong indicator of 
the presence of other dangerous pollutants from vehicle 
emissions such as fine particulates (PM10 and PM2.5). 
(A report by the Institute of Occupational Medicine for 
the Mayor of London July 2010 estimated over 4,000 
premature deaths per annum in London attributable to 
air pollution in the form of fine particulates - PM10 & 
PM2.5). 

 The present position 

Wandsworth Council declared the whole borough an Air 
Quality Management Area in 2001 and has introduced 
a number of policies designed to combat air pollution 
levels which they recognise as being too high, danger-
ously so in some cases.  We fully support these policies 
and accept that much work has been undertaken al-
ready. The Council has reported that hourly mean NO2 
levels exceeded EU  limits 2,602 times in the High  

 

 

 

 

Street during 2010; the permissible number of 
“exceedences” is 18 per year. 

The Mayor of London‟s Air Quality Strategy commits 
the administration to a range of actions designed to 
combat air pollution including more stringent Low 
Emission Zone (LEZ) limits.  These foresee imposing 
Euro IV standards for all buses by 2015 and Euro 3 
standard for larger vans and minibuses by January 
2012.  The EU first introduced these standards over 
ten years ago and we feel valuable time has been lost 
which now needs to be made up as quickly as possi-
ble. 

We note that the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) recently announced addi-
tional modest funding for councils to tackle air pollu-
tion, focused on helping reduce NO2 levels. 

Next Steps: We believe more urgent action is essen-
tial and propose the following: 

(1)  The earliest possible introduction of low-emission 
buses on routes using any of Putney‟s roads, es-
pecially Putney High Street; all routes using roads 
which have recorded high levels of air pollution 
should be prioritised.  

(2)  A greater emphasis on “active travel” (i.e. walking 
and cycling) for local journeys as a first step to-
wards reducing traffic volumes. 

(3)  A much faster imposition of the most stringent EU 
emission limits on all classes of motor vehicle 
within the LEZ. 

(4)  More intensive monitoring of air pollutants, espe-
cially particulates, with much more publicity given 
to outcomes; this would enable the effectiveness 
of measures already being undertaken to be 
gauged. 

We shall share our data with Wandsworth Council and 
will seek an early meeting with the Council for further 
discussion of the data and the many proposals put to 
the Cabinet Member for the Environment at our mem-
bers‟ meeting in April 2011. [Details at 
www.putneysociety.org.uk/issues/air-pollution-in-
putney.html ] 

 

Dr Carolyn McMillan, Chairman: 
cmcmill38@gmail.com Tel: 020 8789 6692 

Jonathan Callaway, Deputy Chairman:  
callahiljo1@btinternet.com Tel: 020 8789 1990 
  

Mapping for Change: www.mappingforchange.org.uk    

Louise Francis, Chief Executive.Tel: 020 7679 2296. 
l.francis@mappingforchange.org.uk  

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_images/Air_Pollution_map_Putney_OS_FINAL%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_images/Air_Pollution_map_Putney_OS_FINAL%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_images/Air_Pollution_map_Putney_OS_FINAL%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/issues/air-pollution-in-putney.html
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/issues/air-pollution-in-putney.html
mailto:callahiljo1@btinternet.com
http://www.mappingforchange.org.uk
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