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THE PUTNEY SOCIETY            

VISIT TO THE GOLDSMITHS’ HALL 
Date: MONDAY, 14 JANUARY 2013 

Time: 2pm—approx. one hour 

Ticket: £5.00 per person 

 

The Goldsmiths’ Hall is not normally open to the public but we have been able to secure tickets for an Open 

Day when guided tours are arranged. 

Located at the junction of Fosters Lane and Gresham Street, in the City of London, the magnificent Gold-

smith’s Hall, opened in 1835, is one of London’s hidden treasures. 

Home of the Goldsmiths’ Company, since 1281 it has been responsible for the testing of newly-minted coins 
and gold and silver are assayed and hallmarked here.  The Company owns one of the largest collections of 

antique plate in the country. 

Our tour will commence at 2pm and will last about one hour. 

To book your place please send a SAE together with your name, phone number and email address, together 
with a cheque for £5.00 made payable to: ‘The Putney Society’, to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 

Howards Lane, London SW15. 6QH.  Please book early. 

 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year  
 

to all our members from Anthony Marshall & Carolyn McMillan 
(President & Chairman) and all members of the Putney Society 
Executive Committee; we hope you have an enjoyable festive 
season. 
 
We look forward to continuing the Society’s work next year in 
providing an effective voice for the community . 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
 

Saturday  8 December  The Putney Society’s Christmas Lunch                      12.30pm        (page 1) 

Monday—Saturday December  Christmas Card Sales, St Mary’s Church        10am-4pm     

Sunday, 6 and 13 January   Putney Art Fair, Thames Rowing Club         11am-5pm    (below) 

Monday, 14  January   Visit to Goldsmiths’ Hall          2pm              (below) 

 

 

Members’ letters  
 
I have received a number of letters from members 
who miss the letters page and want it back again. 
What we have been doing the past year is incorporat-
ing letters into panel reports so that convenors can 
answer questions posed directly. Clearly this was not 
enough to satisfy some of you. So, by popular de-
mand, we have decided to reinstate printing members’ 
letters in the bulletin. So keep them coming in (either 
email to Anna our bulletin editor, or hard copy to me – 
addresses on the back page). We just ask that you 
keep them to maximum 150 words. We reserve the 
right to edit them, and there may not be a letters page 
every month, depending on other material, and vol-
ume of letters.  

Carolyn McMillan 

Chairman 

 

Putney Art Fair 

Thames Rowing Club, Putney Embankment 

Sunday, January 6
 
and 13,  2013  

11am—5pm. 

 

Putney Society member Cathy Whitrow , aided by local 
friends, is  organising an exhibition and sale of art, with 
all proceeds going to The Mesothelioma UK Trust, a 
charity dedicated to supporting sufferers of this asbes-
tos derived disease.    The event will run on the first 
two Sundays of January 2013 at The Thames Rowing 
Club, Putney Embankment, London SW15 1LB from 
11.00 -5.00 each day.   Cathy  hopes to include a wide 
range of paintings, drawings,, prints, photographs, pot-
tery, glassware, sculpture, graphics and fabrics, and  
would welcome the donation of any further items sur-
plus to your needs.  

Please call: T: 020 87881221 or email: 
cw@dforc.co.uk  to have them collected 
Thank you. 

Local photographer and 
PS member Andrew Wil-
son has just published 
Wild About Putney, the 
latest in his excellent se-
ries, sponsored by local 
estate agents Warren’s. 
The book is full of beauti-
ful photographs, covering 
all aspects of Putney’s life 
and environment - the 
river, the embankment, street scenes, architec-
ture, houses, pubs, schools, and events such as 
the boat race, the Olympics cycle races and the 
jubilee river pageant. Not to mention, of course, 
Putney’s open spaces and wildlife. Wild About 
Wimbledon has also been published simultane-
ously. They make ideal Christmas presents and 

are available from Waterstones etc, and on-line. 

The Putney Society Christmas Lunch 

*TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE*  

Saturday, 8 December : 12.30pm : £25.00 pp. 

We remind our Members that this will be held on Saturday 8 
December from 12.30pm at B@Juan’s,  which is located at 240 
Upper Richmond Road. A three course meal will be served - we 
shall have vegetarian options too. Details of the food options will 
be included with your ticket. 

Cost is £25 per head but this does not include drinks - these 
can be purchased at the restaurant. 

 We are delighted to advise that our guest speaker will be 

Tracy Edwards,(www.tracyedwards.com)  who is a re-
cord-breaking British Sailor. 

 

This is proving to be a very popular event but there are 
tickets still available. Please send a cheque for £25 per 

person  made out to: The Putney Society and send  to 
Bob Bowmer at: 17 Felsham Road, London SW15 1AY. 
Thank you. 

NEW MEMBERS:  

Fiona Kirkpatrick, Westhorpe Road; Teresa San-

miniatelli, Chelverton Road. 

mailto:cw@dforc.co.uk
http://www.tracyedwards.com


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
 

Buildings   December 12 Wednesday  Sainsbury’s, Werter Road  7pm 
   January 9 Wednesday  ditto    7pm 
Transport  December 4 Tuesday   11 Werter Road   7.30pm 
   January 8 Tuesday   tbc 
Open Spaces  December 6 Thursday   71 Festing Road   8pm 
   January 3 Thursday   54 Festing Road   8pm 
Community  December 13 Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 

try to find a way of sharing what they mean and what the 
groups do. Requests were made for another meeting in 6 
months’ time, and we hope to oblige.  

One thing we forgot: 111 is the new number to call for 
non urgent medical help or advice. It operates 24/7, 365 
days per year and is free to use from landline or mobile. 

For the full notes on the Meeting, please look at the 
Putney Society website. 
 

 
Buildings Panel 

Convenor: Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

Our members meeting in October examined the rising 
demand for primary school places.  They don’t seem to 
join the Society, but Putney holds ever more young 
couples of child raising age, with the result that 
Wandsworth Council needs to find room for the 
equivalent of three new mid-sized primary schools in the 
Putney area by 2014.  One of these, to replace Putney 
Hospital, now has consent, and whilst we still have 
concerns about the detail, particularly transport 
provision, the need for this school, and more is now 
clear.   

On the secondary school front we are still waiting for the 
consultation on the renovation of Elliot School, now re-
launched as the ARK Academy.  Discussions with 
English Heritage continue.   

Whilst we wait for a decision from the Council on the 
‘Putney Blades’ (rumoured to be ‘back to the drawing 
board’ and the 12 storey tower due to replace 113 Upper 
Richmond Road, an application is now on the way for the 
VSO building (on Upper Richmond Rd), the last piece in 
this jigsaw.  As always the panel will be looking closely at 
any application and putting our comments on the 
Society’s website as well as writing to the planners.    

If our High Street is to remain prosperous, then it should 
be attractive and easy to use.  We are therefore asking 
the council to take action against the new rash of shop 
boards obstructing the pavements, to add to our 
campaign against the visual blight of steel shutters.  

All this is in addition to continuing to scrutinise the rash 
of new and revised planning policy documents which 
have resulted from the new National Planning Policy 
Framework arriving just as we thought the Local Plan 
was complete.  Many thanks to Mark and Patricia Poulter 
who have shouldered the bulk of this work. 

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Putney Society Members’ Meeting 22 November 2012 
at St Mary’s Church, Putney: Changes to your health 
care… and what YOU can do about it' 

 

It was an interesting and informative meeting, with a 
good attendance of about 70. Huge thanks to all the 
speakers, and guests who were able to answer 
questions. 

We heard that LiNk will phase out and become 
Healthwatch in April 2013. As well as the main 
Healthwatch England there will be a Healthwatch for 
every local authority and these will help shape local 
services (www.healthwatch.co.uk). On a more local 
level there is the Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning 
Group which covers all 46 medical practices, and works 
with Wandsworth NHS, Council and Patient Groups. 

We also heard about the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment which studies the local population and 
h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  r e s i d e n t s 

(www.wandsworth.gov.uk/observatory).  

There are Clinical Reference Groups (CRG’s) which 
focus on different aspects of health, e.g. sexual health, 
substance misuse, children’s services, diabetes, sickle 
cell, mental health etc. Personal and Community 
Resilience was mentioned: the plan is that we will 
become more involved with Integrated Health Care. 

It is vital that patients become involved with the Patient 
Consultative Group at their medical practice (9 in 
Putney). You can be a voice on the Panel, or just be 
kept informed. We patients can be instrumental in 
shaping the way we get our medical services. DO sign 
up!  

There were a wide variety of questions about the effects 
of poverty, the maternity unit at St George’s, the Out of 
Hours service (Harmoni), Hospitals-GP data sharing and 
much more.  

One problem we did find is the large number of 
acronyms! We struggled to get to grips with that, and will 
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Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Our members meeting on 24 January is going to be 
about Putney High Street. PS member David Irwin will 
present his ideas on how to make the High Street more 
attractive to pedestrians. It involves some of the road 
space being shared between vehicles and pedestrians. 
Wandsworth Council will be represented by Cllr Russell 
King and, we hope, the Deputy Leader Jonathan Cook 
who will explain the problems of traffic movement and air 
pollution caused by the slow moving traffic.. This meeting 
will be an opportunity for members to be informed about 
possibilities for improving the High Street and to express 
their views in a discussion forum. 

The new, cleaner buses should be on Putney High Street 
by now. They are recognisable by this logo on the back 

These are the result 
of a promise made 
by Mike Weston, 
Head of Surface 
Transport at TfL  at 
out MMM in March 
this year. 

Putney Station.   I 
have no further 
news, but now that 

we are getting lifts from Network Rail, I am going to start 
rattling London Underground’s cage about lifts at Putney 
Bridge and east Putney. 

TfL have rejected the call for extension of the 22 bus route 
to Roehampton, but we are still campaigning about early 
turn rounds of this service. TfL tell us that early turn rounds 
are not their policy and that the practice should only be 
used in special circumstances. They have instructed a 
reduction in turn rounds on the 72 route and are going to 
talk to the 430 operator. Let me know if there is any 
noticeable change. 

 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

So, its Barratts 

The borough council has now announced that the 
developer who is negotiating with the council to buy the 
open space areas at Elliott School is Barratts, the house 
builder.  The sale is expected to be completed when 
Barratts have obtained the planning permission they will 
be seeking, shortly, for the scheme of residential 
development they propose to carry out on the site.  
Some 40% of the school site is being sold off by the 
council to Barratts. 

 

The Society has been seeking assurances that the 
mature trees on the land, so important to the amenity of 
the many residents in the areas to the north, east and 
south of the school site, are treated with respect when 
the design of the new residential development is worked 
up by Barratts' architects.  We have been in 
correspondence with Justine Greening MP, and others, 
on this issue since last May.  Unfortunately, we have not 
been able to gain any assurances about the trees. 

 

Pre-application consultation on the redevelopment 
proposals is expected to be organised by Barratts over 
the next few weeks.  This will be an important time to 
ask questions to establish whether the mature trees on 
this site will, or will not, be retained.  The Society will be 
watching progress very closely! 

 

Hedgerow Harvesting 

The Open Spaces Panel is arranging the Society's 
Members' Meeting for Thursday  28 February 2013, to 
be held at St Mary's Church.  The speaker will be from 
The Tree Council and the subject will be the Council's 
national campaign to promote the planting of hedges to 
produce fruit and berries for harvesting.  More details in 
the next Bulletin.  Note the date in your new diary now!  
Come and hear about the Wandsworth Tree Wardens.   

 

The Bulletin 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan  38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Judith Chegwidden judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: 

Don’t forget that some issues are covered at greater 

length on our website. Address below. 

Café developments  

Those of us who like to make the most of our local 'cafe culture', will be 
very impressed with the newly enlarged Pret a Manger in Putney High 
Street.  It's bright and airy decor, it's spaciousness and the super-
efficient service, all make it a most attractive venue for a town centre 
break. 

Further afield, the new Cafe Joy at 49 Danebury Avenue (opposite 
Roehampton Library), has provided Roehampton with its first comfort-
able cafe lounge.  Its a good place for a quiet chat and a snack. 

For more serious eating and drinking, the splendidly refurbished Kings 
Head pub, on the corner of Roehampton Lane and Roehampton High 
Street, is well worth a visit.  It is good to see the borough's oldest secu-
lar building (listed Grade II) back in business.  The Society wishes it 
every success in its new restaurant/bar format.  Well done, Youngs! 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

