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The Bulletin 

Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 24th March at 7.30 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Annual General Meeting 
To be chaired by our President, Anthony Marshall 

 

Enclosed with, or attached to, this bulletin, you will find all the papers 

you need for the AGM.  Please bring them with you to the meeting, 

at which the Society’s Officers, Executive Committee etc will be elected. 

[Reminder:  Nominations should be submitted to the Secretary by 17th March.] 

Do please come along and have your say on any of the agenda items. 

Our guest speaker will be Councillor Vanessa Graham, Wandsworth Borough’s Heritage 

Champion. An experienced Councillor, Vanessa is Deputy Chairman of the Council's 

Planning Applications Committee and chairs the Council’s Conservation Areas Advisory 

Committee. Her interests are the Putney Society’s interests and she takes her concern for 

‘heritage’ matters seriously. She was Mayor of Wandsworth in 1995. 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends. 

Refreshments available. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

SOS!  
We are grateful to those now helping with 
the Community Panel and social events. 
However, we are still looking for people to 
help the Transport & Open Spaces Panels, 
and the Bulletin editor. Also to give a hand 
with Bulletin stuffing, which takes an hour, 
11 times a year, but you don’t have to do 
every one! If you can spare a little time to 
help us, please contact any of the officers 

listed in the panel at the bottom of page 4. 

Website: We know you don’t all have internet 

access but for those who do, note that we have a 

new website (address p. 4), on which some issues 

are covered in greater depth than space in the 

Bulletin allows and on which late changes and/or 

additions to our programme are announced. 

Members’ Meeting: ‘Air Pollution’ 

Brewer Building, 7.30 pm Thursday 14th April 

Recently released figures show an estimated 4,267 

premature deaths, in 2008, from long-term exposure 

to air pollution in London (translating statistically 

to 38 deaths in the five Putney and Roehampton 

wards) whilst pollution levels in Putney High St are 

reported as among the worst of any shopping street 

in the capital, with NO2 limits having been breached 

at least 75 times in 2010 (the legal limit is 18 times). 

This meeting will focus on the pollution issue and 

the speakers will be Simon Birkett, from the Clean 

Air in London campaign, and Councillor Sarah 

McDermott, who is Wandsworth Borough Council’s 

Cabinet Member for the Environment. 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday   3 March Visit to National Army Museum, Chelsea 10.15 am (page 4) 

Thursday 24 March AGM   Brewer Building 7.30 pm (page 1) 

Thursday 14 April Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Pollution’ (page 1) 

Saturday 14 May Coach trip  RHS Wisley  10.00 am departure (page 4) 

Thursday 26 May Members’ Meeting ‘Role of Council Planning Applications Committee’ 

Thursday 23 June Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Big Society’ Debate 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 

individual’s own and not necessarily the views 

of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 

than we have space for, letters should be 

concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

High-Rise Risks ... 

Dear Sir, 

May I please draw members’ attention to the proposed 

high-rise planning applications being considered on Upper 

Richmond Road. Many believe that this road is a lost cause 

but are unaware of the implications for the rest of Putney. 

After Upper Richmond Road, the next round of applica-

tions will be tall buildings in the High Street and Putney 

Bridge Road, which will overshadow all the residential 

buildings in central Putney. Is that what members want? 

Our High Street is one of the most polluted in London and 

lining it with tall buildings will pen in pollution and make 

it worse. Is that our members’ vision for Putney? 

If planning permission is granted for 12+ floors in Upper 

Richmond Road, does anyone think Wandsworth will not 

grant likewise for Putney High Street, Putney Bridge Road 

and maybe Lower Richmond Road thereafter? Personally, 

I want redevelopment but not at 10+ storeys. If these appli-

cations are not vigorously opposed, a disastrous precedent 

for development in the whole of Putney will be set. If PS 

members have objections, they need to be raised now. 

Suzanne Taylor, Dealtry Road 

… and High-Rise Benefits 

Dear Sir, 

I note that the Society continues to object to the height of 

buildings proposed in the much-needed redevelopment of 

Upper Richmond Road. Having viewed many of the pro-

posals, I feel that the developers require height to make 

multi-purpose buildings a realistic economic project. 

Whilst local infrastructure will be impacted by more resi-

dents and more workers in SW15, such developments ought 

to be supported as providing employment and residential 

opportunities in what was a key area of employment from 

the 1960s. The current building stock is tired and in need 

of renewal - we ought to support such initiatives. 

Bob Bowmer, Felsham Road 

Thames Tunnel Vent 
Dear Sir, 

I refer to letters in the February Bulletin regarding the pro-

posed Thames Tunnel vent chimney and the proximity of 

Kenilworth Court. Has anyone considered siting it on the 

Fulham side? Would this be technically possible and an 

economic alternative site? The area is parkland and the 

vent would be disguised by trees. The nearest homes are, I 

believe, behind the church and some considerable distance 

from the river. 

Katrina Black, Lower Richmond Road 

URR Gas Main Replacement - Phase Three? 
Dear Sir, 

Pavement cycling does so 

exercise some members that I 

wonder how they’d cope in 

Vietnam - see photo, taken in 

Ho Chi Minh City recently! 

Richard Carter, Stanbridge Road 

Putney Bridge (Editorial) 

Wonderful as it would be to 

have a riverside restaurant by 

Putney Bridge, for which (as 

the Evening Standard of 10th 

Feb informed us) planning per-

mission has been granted, it is 

hard to see how it could co-exist with the work on Thames 

Water’s proposed Putney Foreshore site and thus how it 

could open before 2020 - always assuming that planning 

permission for the latter is granted. However, my ‘mole’ 

tells me that the restaurant planning application was con-

sidered independently of the Thames Water proposal. 

Whilst on the subject, and 

irrespective of whether the 

restaurant and/or tunnel 

works come to fruition, can 

someone please clarify a) 

who made the holes in the 

wall at Waterman’s Green 

b) whether whoever made 

them, or caused them to be made, has been admonished 

and (hopefully) fined and c) whether they are to be made 

good? What a pity, too, that the bridge’s foundation stone - 

laid by the Prince & Princess of Wales (the future King 

Edward VII & Queen Alexandra) in 1884 - is tucked away 

where no-one sees it, and covered in green algae. 

Philip Evison, Editor 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 

and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Schools, licensing, social housing, policing, NHS, local-

ism, recycling and libraries were discussed, with emphasis 

on NHS changes. The government and NHS plans are just 

emerging and are likely to have a significant effect on 

many Putney residents. We have invited Jeremy Ambache 

to speak at the next panel meeting on 9th March to tell us 

about current plans, and the Society hopes to organise a 

wider public meeting later this year. One proposed change 

is the closure of Barnes Hospital (primarily services for the 

elderly) which we will monitor. Another panel priority is 

schools and overcrowding, particularly in primary schools, 

including the Council’s plan to buy the old Hospital site for 

a new (possibly ‘free’) school. We believe this is a positive 

development but will follow the plan closely, particularly 

in view of the years of confusion. There does not seem 

much more to be done about the proposed closure of York 

Road Library - to which the Society has objected - but we 

will continue to follow developments. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (020 8788 8771) 

Thames Tunnel Proposals 

The Society is progressing its opposition to the proposals 

on various fronts, stepping up its lobbying of the Council 

and MP and making sure that our GLA member, Richard 

Tracey, and other London amenity groups are on the case. 

It is having meetings with engineering experts to see if 

there are any alternatives to what Thames Water proposes, 

both at Barn Elms and Putney Foreshore. It has opened 

up discussions with the main action group Stop the Shaft 

and it is hoped there will be a variety of joint actions and 

support activities. The group, which has many Society 

members, plans to lobby Boris Johnson and demonstrate to 

him the depth of opposition to the existing plans - not least 

the creation of a 7-year industrial site at Barn Elms. It also 

plans to recruit high profile media figures and use the Boat 

Race to publicise its case. However, various indications 

suggest that Thames Water is actively reconsidering its 

plans, which means that we should all keep our foot on the 

pedal, rather than relying wholly and optimistically on our 

MP and Council. They, after all, are not only committed to 

the Tunnel (in some form) but have other priorities. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Mar 10  Thursday  8 Fawe Park Road 7.30 pm 
   April 6  Wednesday  7 Dealtry Road  7.30 pm 
Transport  Mar 8  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 7.30 pm 
   Apr 5  Tuesday  10 Luttrell Avenue 7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  Mar 3  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   Apr 7  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  Mar 9  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   Apr 12  Tuesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Jonathan Callaway (07768 907672) 

Latest on 20 mph zones 

The Council has relaunched consultation on the proposed 

zones in West Putney and Dover House Estate, following a 

decision - which we supported and encouraged, and which  

West Putney councillors lobbied for - to proceed without 

speed humps or cushions and rely on signage alone to keep 

speeds down. We welcome the decision to eschew humps 

and cushions but feel that the time and expense of a second 

consultation is unnecessary and over-cautious. 

What next, if the zones are installed? 20 mph limits on all 

our roads are still some way off, it seems. The Council’s 

draft Local Implementation Plan, prepared in response to 

the Mayor’s Transport Strategy for London, has targets for 

reducing road traffic accidents but very little mention of 

the contribution lower speed limits could make. As the 

proven benefits of lower speeds include fewer, less severe 

accidents, this is disappointing. WBC believes there is not 

enough public support for 20 mph limits on our residential 

roads and probably the only way to change that is for all of 

us to write to our councillors, urging them to support them 

on a borough-wide basis. Your Convenor lives in hope! 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

What future for Putney? 

Over recent years, residents have made quite clear their 

views on the various proposals for new tall buildings on 

the old office sites along Upper Richmond Road, within 

Putney town centre, opposing them on every occasion. As, 

with good reason, has the Society. The Council Leader, 

Edward Lister, acknowledged this when he said, in the 

run-up to the last council election, that he expected the 

new developments in our town centre to be “similar in 

scale to the existing buildings”. Buildings which would be 

too tall in relation to their neighbours, which over-develop 

the sites to their detriment and would add to the congestion 

of our transport systems and infrastructure, will damage 

the character and appearance of Putney, for all of us. 

The Buildings Panel has investigated the three current 

planning applications for developments on sites along the 

Upper Richmond Road in great detail and concluded that, 

for the above reasons, the proposals are unsatisfactory - 

hence the Executive Committee’s decision to oppose these 

applications. What kind of future do we want for Putney? 

The Society wants to see a Putney town centre we can all 

be proud of and enjoy! Is that too much to ask? 



The Man on Putney Hill 
There will be a dramatised reading of The Man on Putney 

Hill from The War of the Worlds by H G Wells on Sunday 

15th May at 7.30 pm, at The Green Man, Putney Heath - the 

very pub where Wells set this section of his famous 

1898 novel. At this point in the story, Woking has been 

destroyed, the Martians are all around and there is a red 

mist over North London. The drama will be enacted by 

professional actors in a marquee, with torchlight, to create 

the ‘end of the world’ scenario! Plus, a talk by Michael 

Sherborne, author of Another Kind of Life, the acclaimed 

biography of Wells published in 2010. Michael  will speak 

on Wells, the prophetic writer, whose social and political 

writings often centred on South London, Putney, cycling 

and the perils of war. 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm. Tickets £5. 

Contact Sue Rolfe sue.rolfe@fsmail.net or 07960 097370. 

This event will be preceded by Putney Poets at The 

Green Man 5.00 pm - 7.00 pm:  a poetry session led by 

Eddie Forde, on the theme of home and our local area. 

Both are part of The Wandsworth Arts Festival 2011. 

Putney Student Secures 

Prestigious Work Placement 
Amy Yates, a year 13 student at Putney High School, has 

beaten off competition from 1000s of others, to be offered 

a place on the prestigious Accenture Horizons scheme. 

She will take up the post in her gap year before university 

working with Accenture (one of the world’s biggest man-

agement consulting & technology services companies) for 

eight months, in the role of Analyst. 

Photographic Competition 

Don’t forget this competition closes at the 

end of March! Full details in the January and 

February Bulletins; great prize of Andrew 

Wilson’s wonderful books of photographs. 

2011 subscriptions now due! 
Members paying by cheque are reminded that subs are now 

due - £11 to receive email bulletin or £13.50 for a postal 

copy. The higher subs reflect the cost of stamps. Please 

send your subs to Membership Secretary (address below). 

If you would prefer to pay by direct debit, please call Bob 

on 07793 296733 and he will send you a form to complete. 

We welcome the following new members: 

Mary de Laszlo, Pentlow St;  Shirley Valentine, Keswick 

Rd; Edmund Challen, Upper Richmond Rd; Liz Thorold, 

Festing Road. 

Visit to the National Army Museum 
Last chance to join this visit on 3rd March! 

Location: Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea SW3, Thursday 

3rd March. Meet at 10.15. For full details of programme, 

see February Bulletin. There will be a charge of £5/head, 

as a donation to the museum, payable on the day. If you 

would like to come along, telephone Nick Austin or Philip 

Evison (numbers below) or email us on: 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

Coach trip to RHS Wisley 

On Saturday 14th May, the Society is arranging a day trip 

to RHS Wisley, to coincide with the glorious display of 

rhododendra. A coach will leave from Putney Methodist 

Church in Gwendolen Avenue at 10.00 am and return 

back to Putney at 5.00 pm. There will be plenty of time for 

shopping at Wisley’s excellent shop. 

Cost for the coach will be £14 and entrance to the gardens 

is £7.90 for non-members of the RHS, a saving of £1 on 

the usual entrance fee. Free entrance to RHS members. If 

you are interested in coming on the trip, please send a 

cheque for £14 per person (coach fare only), payable to 

The Putney Society, to Bob Bowmer at the address below, 

enclosing an SAE. Tickets will be dispatched promptly. 

Book early to avoid disappointment! 

Diary Note: Summer Coach Outing 
Tuesday 12th July. Winchester and the National 

Trust’s Hinton Ampner, an elegant country house 

with magnificent gardens. Details in April Bulletin. 

Friends of Queen Mary’s 

 Hospital Roehampton 

 EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA! 

Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th April 

We are collecting any new items: 

unwanted Christmas presents, toiletries, photo-frames, 

candles, cosmetics, stationery, jewellery, chocolates, 

gifts, plants, flowers, cakes etc. 

Please deliver to The Friends office 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. daily 

 or contact The Friends: 0208 487 6798.  Many Thanks! 

We will also be holding car boot sales on the first Sunday 

of the month, from April to October. Open for vendors  

7.30 a.m. - £10/car, £15/van. Open for buyers 8.30-12.30. 
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Putney Society Officers: 
Chair  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 

Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 91 Chelverton Road, SW15 1RW  07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

The April Bulletin will be issued on 24th March, copy date 18th March 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   


