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Care to go - alfresco? 
Social Secretary Nick Austin (pictured left at last 
year’s event!) invites you to join the executive 
committee and other members of the Society for a 
picnic on the lawn of St Mary’s Parish Church 
(by Putney Bridge) from 12.00 noon on Saturday 
17th September - open to members and non-
members alike. 
There’s no charge, though an optional donation to 
the church (of about £5) for the use of the lawn 

would be appreciated; otherwise, it’s ‘bring a dish’, so that everyone mucks in. We want 
this to be primarily a social event, at which members meet other members, but also a 
chance to discuss issues you believe the Society should be getting involved with. It’s 
about fostering community spirit. 
Nick will aim to co-ordinate what dishes people bring. Please let him know if you will be 
attending, and how many of you there will be: 

 

Nicholas Austin 
92A High Street, Putney 
London SW15 1RB 
Mobile: 07833 773599 
Email: naustin16@hotmail.com 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

Professor unveils our 7th Blue Plaque - to Edward Gibbon 
On 1st June, Professor David Womersley of St Catherine’s College, 
Oxford, unveiled the Society’s 7th blue plaque, above the archway 
leading to ‘Crescent Stables’ (next to Bright Cook House, 139 Upper 
Richmond Road). Prof. Womersley, who has written several books on 
Gibbon, gave a short talk about him afterwards, at the reception 
(kindly sponsored by Chesterton Humberts) in the adjacent Destino 
restaurant. Gibbon was born in Putney in 1737 and spent part of his childhood here, 
in the extensive house and estate of Lime Grove, located in the SE angle between the 
Upper Richmond Road and Putney Hill (below). 

Left to right: 
Anthony Marshall, 
President 
Jonathan Callaway, 
Vice-Chairman 
Sue Rolfe, 
Event Organiser 
Justine Greening MP 

Last call for Winchester! 
There are just two tickets left for our summer 
coach outing on Tuesday 12th July to Winchester 
and the National Trust property Hinton Ampner. 
Phone John Horrocks on 8789 2956 to book. 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Sundays 10th July/14th Aug   Car Boot Sales Queen Mary’s Hospital 07.30-13.00 
Tuesday 12th July Summer Coach Trip Hinton Ampner etc  9.15 am (page 1) 
Saturday 16th July STOPtheSHAFT Fun Day Barn Elms  11.00 am (page 4) 
Thursday 21st July Putney Park Lane walk (PPL/Upper Richmond Rd) 6.30 pm (page 4) 
Thursday 29th Sept Members’ Meeting  ‘Use of the River Thames at Putney’   7.30 pm 
(Speakers include Chas Newens & Cllr. Torrington. No mention - we are assured - of tunnels or sewage!) 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 
individual’s own and not necessarily the views 
of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 
than we have space for, letters should be 
concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 
or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

We like hearing from you! 
You can air your views at monthly members’ meetings 
or panel meetings but a letter from you will reach every 
member of the Society. Don’t hesitate to write to us! 

Philip Evison, Editor 

[Panel Reports continued from page 3] 
Buildings Panel 

Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

Hotham's Yellow Brick Wall 
The enormous new wall recently built on the Hotham Road 
frontage of Hotham School has aroused much local interest 
and comment - mostly unfavourable! If you haven't seen it 
yet, do go along and have a look. It is part of a scheme to 
provide the growing school with a new hall with catering 
and related facilities and is a Council development. 
The critical comments aroused by the erection of the wall 
(with its Hampshire stock bricks) have led to the revelation 
that the scheme does not have planning approval, and the 
Borough Architect appears to have ‘forgotten’ to apply for 
it, hence the current planning application for retrospective 
approval. The Borough Planner is inviting comments on 
the scheme. Write to him at the Town Hall, Wandsworth 
High Street, SW18 2PU, quoting the reference: Planning 
Application No 2011/1945, and setting out your thoughts. 
We are disappointed that such things can happen, particu-
larly in a conservation area. By not complying with proper 
planning procedures and not selecting appropriate facing 
materials, we feel that the Council is not setting a good 
example for others to follow. It will be interesting to see 
how the problem is resolved by the Council, and the Panel 
will be following the matter very closely. 
 

Carry On Crusading! 
The Flowers of Evil, just published, is a sequel to last 
year’s The Waste Land, the début novel by local author & 
Society member Simon Acland, guest 
speaker at last year’s Christmas lunch. 
Both feature the monk turned Crusader 
Hugh de Verdon and are available from, 
as they say, “the usual outlets”, including 
Waterstones in Putney. We’ll maybe try 
and talk him into a book signing some 
time soon! 

Dear Sir, 
Open Spaces & Social Housing 

Open spaces are not infinite but can be enlarged and new 
ones created. About 100 years ago, Ebenezer Howard 
showed how to do it. Most houses then were rented and 
this was expected to continue. Public bodies owning the 
houses in garden cities could use the profits to  improve 
the houses and their surroundings. 
The same thing could be done now. Public bodies owning 
social housing could buy profitable housing to subsidise 
their low rent property, so that subsidies from taxes would 
not be needed.  In the short term, social housing could pro-
vide funds to maintain existing open spaces and, in the 
long term, to create new public open spaces. 

Peter Hutchinson, Redwoods 
Dear Sir, 

Twins? 
Playing around on Google the other day, I discovered two 
more Putneys, to go with the one in Vermont USA and the 
other - a suburb of Sydney NSW (named after our Putney). 
Kentucky and South Dakota are also graced with Putneys! 

Hugh Thompson, Festing Road 
[There’s also one in Georgia - pop. 2,998 in 2000! Editor] 

Putney, Vermont 

Putney, NSW 

We congratulate former Council Leader Edward Lister 
on receiving a Knighthood, for Services to 
Local Government, in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours in June. He served on Wandsworth 
Council for 35 years (the last 19 as Leader), 
until his appointment in April as London 
Mayor Boris Johnson’s Chief of Staff. 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 
and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 
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Preparations for the closure of the High St & the Upper 
Richmond Rd are proving complex for those involved - 
Transport for London, WBC and LOCOG (London Organ-
ising Committee of the Olympic & Paralympic Games). 
It seems unlikely that we will hear the detail until the end 
of July. Meanwhile, everyone is warned that buses will be 
seriously disrupted and car use likely to be very difficult in 
the locality of road closures. Plans are being made for 
some 1-way roads to be made 2-way, and several traffic 
islands will be taken up and replaced with temporary ones 
until after the Olympic Race in July 2012. The Panel will 
be keeping an eye on developments but I doubt we will be 
told anything useful until the organisers send a round-
robin letter to residents in affected areas at the end of July. 
Meanwhile, there is progress on Putney Bridge. Thames 
Water has repaired two leaks but has yet to repair two 
more. The major operation will be in September, when 
drainage, sub-base and resurfacing work - with attendant 
lane closures, traffic management etc - will be completed. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

Bugs and Booze on the Commons 
Earlier this year, Royal Parks naturalists conducted an 
‘invertebrates’ survey of Barnes Common; 491 species 
were identified, 25 being officially classified as  ‘rare or 
endangered’. One spider, steatoda phalerata, was a first 
for London. Others deemed nationally scarce included 
four beetles, two bugs, a hoverfly and a weevil. So think, 
next time you plan to squash an insect on the Common! 
Elsewhere, we note leafletting opposing The Spencer’s use 
of a corner of the Common. To answer some of the points 
raised: 1/ at present, because the pub clears up twice a day, 
there seems if anything to be less litter than before; 2/ the 
claims that benches lead to crime and that children will be 
upset to see adults drinking (unlikely anyway because of 
school hours) seem a little over the top; 3/ the claim that 
this corner of the Common (dominated anyway by the bus 
terminus) will “because of the presence of benches have 
its landscape, nature and use changed in a detrimental 
way” is rather farfetched. We remain in favour of the use 
of the Common by The Spencer. 
Putney comes out well in an online survey by Wandsworth 
Council - ‘Which is your favourite park?’: Battersea 63%, 
Wandsworth 22%, Falcon 12%, St George’s 10%, Garrett 
2%, Heathbrook 0%. 

Buildings Panel 
 [report on page 2, column 2] 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  July 13th Wednesday  71 Festing Road 7.30 pm 
   August 11th Thursday  8 Fawe Park Road 7.30 pm 
Transport  Sept 13th Tuesday  11 Werter Road  7.30 pm
    No meetings in July and August 
Open Spaces  July 7th  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   Sept 1st  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  July 6th  Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   Sept 14th Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Health and Education 
We are joining other local amenity societies (Battersea, 
Wandsworth etc) in the autumn, to hold the first borough-
wide public meeting on education and the many changes 
happening with Free Schools, Academies etc. It will be 
held in the Wandsworth Civic Suite - date to be confirmed. 
The merging of the three doctor’s surgeries (Disraeli 
Road, Putneymead & Balmuir Gardens), at 266 Upper 
Richmond Road, has been delayed slightly and is now 
scheduled for early July. They are still looking for more 
people to join the patient participation group, being set up 
so that patients can give their views on health services in 
the surgery, and local NHS services, including hospitals, 
specialists, community services etc. 
Email putneymeadpatientforum@nhs.net to find out more 
information, or to join the group.  
Royal Brompton Hospital is fighting to keep open its 
children’s cardiac services. NHS chiefs have recommended 
stopping pædiatric cardiac services at the Brompton, as 
part of the national Safe and Sustainable review. Doctors, 
staff and patients feel that this is fundamentally flawed and 
poses a risk to young heart patients, 300+ children with 
cystic fibrosis and hundreds more who go there for treat-
ment. As children in Putney with heart and lung conditions 
get referred there, you might be interested in joining the 
efforts to keep this vital service going. Further information 
at www.rbht.nhs.uk/campaign/ - the site includes a letter 
you can send to your MP. To sign the petition, go to: 
www.thepetitionsite.com/1/save-royal-brompton-hospitals-
childrens-cardiac-services/ 
There is no further news on the old Putney Hospital site. 
The Panel needs more members. We are trying to keep up 
to date with all the issues affecting us in Putney: education, 
health, licensing, policing, the Big Society, Localism etc, 
but need more people to help us.  Do PLEASE join us! 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

London and Surrey Classic Cycle Race 
Sunday 14th August 2011 



Wandsworth Society MCMLXXI-MMXI! 
Happy 40th Birthday! Congratulations to Chairman Valerie 
Taylor and all officers and members of our neighbouring 
amenity society on reaching this great milestone in 2011. 
We are trying to build closer links with all local amenity 
societies and wish the Wandsworth Society every success 
for the next 40 years - and more of course! 

… and on the Arts Scene ... 
We featured talented young local artist Isobel Peachey, 
who in 2010 became the youngest artist to paint the Queen, 
in last November’s Bulletin. She has a portrait of her friend 
“R.H.” in this year’s BP Portrait Award exhibition (the 
world’s most prestigious portrait competition), which runs 
at the National Portrait Gallery until 18th September. 
And sculptor Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, who had a studio 
under the railway arches in Winthorpe Road, Putney (and 
died in the trenches of Neuville-St-Vaast in 1915, aged 23), 
features in the Vorticists Exhibition, which opened at Tate 
Britain in June and runs until 4th September. 

Wandsworth Historian: Digital Archive 1971-2011 
The Wandsworth Historical Society has produced a DVD, 
comprising a complete digital archive of 40 years of 
Wandsworth Historian 1971-2011. This is an invaluable 
reference for all interested in the history of the borough;  
and a search facility enables you to browse the archive. 
Cost £5.00 + £1.50 P&P. And don’t forget the recent: 
King and Constitution:  the Wandsworth Volunteer 
Infantry 1794 to 1809 at £4.00 + £1.50 P&P. 
Both these are available from Neil Robson, 119 Heythorp 
St, London SW18 5BT. Please make cheques payable to 
‘Wandsworth Historical Society’- and don’t forget to give 
your full address. Or email ngrobson@tiscali.co.uk. 

Thanks to former Transport Panel Convenor 
Jonathan Callaway recently stood down after 4 years as 

Transport Panel convenor. The Society is very 
grateful for his commitment and hard work for 
this panel. He has campaigned tirelessly on envi-
ronmental issues, pollution, 20mph limits and 
given wholehearted support to cycling campaigns. 
We are very indebted to him. He has handed over 
to Hugh Samuel, who has been TP convenor in 

the past, knows the ropes and will continue the good work. 
Jonathan stays on as Vice-Chairman of the Society. 

We welcome the following new member: 
Edward Wainman, Bendemeer Road 

Thames Tunnel 
Thames Water (TW) are expected to bring forward revised 
proposals in September for a second public consultation. In 
the interim, the PS has been working hard to influence TW. 
We have exerted maximum political pressure with Justine 
Greening MP, Richard Tracey (GLA Member) and Ravi 
Govindia (Council Leader), who all support our arguments 
and are also pressing TW. Our guiding principle is that the 
PS fully supports the objectives of the project and our aim 
is to ensure implementation provides the maximum benefit 
for Putney residents and the wider community, whilst 
minimising cost and disruption. To TW, we have: 
proposed a single, large-diameter shaft from Nine Elms 

to the Acton storm tanks. Discussions with TW con-
firmed the technical feasibility of this option. However, 
they have subsequently stated that this option could not 
be delivered within the current project timescale and 
ruled it out on that basis without giving further details.  
The PS and those mentioned above are all pressing TW, 
to ensure that this alternative is properly considered. 

continued to state that it is essential that the river be used 
for the removal of waste and for materials delivery to the 
CSO sites. We have full political support for this. 

called for all permanent ventilation equipment to be 
housed underground to prevent any blight on historic 
views. A similar tunnel in Portland Oregon showed this 
to be entirely practicable. Again, we have full political 
support to press for this solution. 

We are active participants in the Steering Group set up by 
Justine Greening MP and will continue to press TW to take 
account of members’ views and environmental concerns in 
the run-up to the publication of their next set of proposals. 
Shows of public support are very useful in maximising the 
pressure on TW, hence the following: 
STOPtheSHAFT Putney & Barnes are holding a Fun Day 
at Barn Elms 16th July starting at 11.00, with local celebs 
& speeches. Justine Greening, Zac Goldsmith & members 
of WBC will be there. There will be campaigning but the 
main idea is to have fun, along with the regular users of 
this lovely space. Full details from www.stoptheshaft.org. 

Putney Park Lane Walk 
Our annual Putney Park Lane walk will take place on 
Thursday 21st July at 6.30 pm, from the Upper Richmond 
Road end. It is an attractive and historic linear park, with 
some  unusual legal and maintenance issues. Officers from 
the Parks Department usually join us, and we have useful 
discussions. Do please join in - dogs are welcome! 
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Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 
Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 
Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 92A Putney High Street, SW15 1RB 07833 773599 (mob) 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
The September Bulletin will be issued on 1st September, copy date 26th August 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   


