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Dear resident

Closure of Putney Bridge 

You may be aware that Putney Bridge is scheduled to close this summer so that essential major
repairs can be carried out.

I can now confirm that, following discussions with partner organisations like Transport for
London, bus companies, neighbouring highway authorities and other agencies, the bridge will be
closed to all vehicles from Monday, July 14. It is likely to reopen in October. 

It was originally thought that the closure would last for more than six months, but following
detailed negotiations between the council and its contractors this timetable has been halved.

This means that the vast majority of the £1.5m of repairs will be carried out during the school
summer holidays when traffic levels are traditionally at their lightest. It also means that the bridge
should be reopened in plenty of time for local businesses to benefit from the busy Christmas
shopping period.

While the works are ongoing pedestrians will still be able to cross the bridge, as will cyclists –
although they will need to dismount.

Buses will operate a shuttle service from both ends of the bridge. This means that passengers
will need to cross it on foot to continue their journeys. 

Motorists will still be able to use other river crossings, while others are expected to switch to
public transport. People who make only short journeys north and south of the river may wish to
consider taking advantage of the Barclays Cycle Hire Scheme which now operates on both sides
of the bridge.

Our primary concern is to get this important job done efficiently and quickly so that there is the
minimum disruption to residents, businesses and the wider travelling public. To achieve a fast
turnaround it has been agreed that the permitted hours of working will be between 6am and
midnight, Monday to Friday, and 10am to 4pm at weekends. However the contractor has been told
to schedule the timetable so that no excessively noisy works are carried out at unreasonable times.

Continues overleaf/



The decision to close the bridge fully to all traffic – rather than have a partial closure – was
backed by a clear majority of both residents and businesses during the public consultation late
last year. The public’s clearly preferred option was getting the job done in the shortest possible
time and at the lowest cost to taxpayers.

Unfortunately a repair job on this scale to an important river crossing means that some degree of
disruption is unavoidable, and we are of course very sorry for the inconvenience it will cause, but
we have worked very hard to keep this to the absolute minimum. 

This letter forms one element of a widespread publicity drive so that people living close to the
bridge on both sides of the river are given as much advance warning as possible, making sure
they have plenty of time to plan alternative routes or look at using other forms of transport.

As well as writing to around 60,000 local residents, both Wandsworth and Hammersmith &
Fulham councils will install yellow warning signs on lampposts and digital electronic signs to alert
motorists throughout the area.

Information will also be emailed to residents and businesses with parking permits, while others
will be sent an SMS text alert. Details will also be provided to the public via social media, local
leaflet drops and also in the pages of their respective council’s magazine. Public meetings and
drop-in sessions are also being arranged so that people can find out more about the project.

Posters will also be placed on bus stops across Putney to inform passengers about the changes.

Come and talk to us 

We are holding a drop-in session at St Mary’s Church on Putney Bridge between 1pm and 8pm
on Wednesday, June 11. People can come and ask questions and find out more about what is
happening to the bridge and the work schedule.

Other sessions will be staged at the Putney Exchange Shopping Centre. Please visit
www.wandsworth.gov/putneybridge for details of dates and times.

Further information

Visit www.wandsworth.gov/putneybridge or email putneybridgerepairs@wandsworth.gov.uk.

Sign up for alerts

To stay informed of progress and other important news:

● Wandsworth residents can sign up to Wandsworth Council’s weekly e-newsletter 
by visiting www.wandsworth.gov.uk/24seven.

● If you live in Hammersmith & Fulham, visit www.lbhf.gov.uk/newsalerts.

● You can also receive Twitter alerts by following ‘Wandbc’ or ‘LBHF’.

Yours sincerely 

Tony McDonald
Director of Environment and Community Services
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