
Wimbledon and Putney Commons
Conservators Election 2018
Every three years there is a
requirement to hold an election for the
five elected conservators.

The Putney Society is arranging an
Election Hustings on Tuesday 30th
January at the Community Church,
Werter Road at 7.30pm.  This is your
opportunity to meet the candidates
before the voting opens in early
February.  You can vote on-line or by
post and voting closes at 5pm on 28th
February.

Electoral Reform Services will post out
ballot papers and candidate profiles on
1st February.

Wimbledon and Putney Commons are an
incredible resource for local people and
your vote will count. All those within the
old Parish of Putney (which includes most
of Roehampton) and those living within ¾
mile of the commons have a vote. 
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Dear Member
Good governance
entails a healthy
turnover of office
holders – so it is
time for me to step
down as Chair of
the Society.  It has
been a fascinating
three years and I
can definitely
recommend it as a
way of finding out
more about our
community and
also for the
opportunity to
work with the very
talented members
of your Executive.  
I do hope that one
of you will step up
to take on this post
– you will not
regret it!  There is
also the option of
joining the
Executive now and
then taking on the
post of Chair after
a year or so.
Please do contact
me if you want to
know more – I look
forward to hearing
from you.
With my best
wishes for 2018,

Judith
Chegwidden

January 2018

At our first meeting for 2018, we look
at the challenge of the waste we are
all creating.  Many of us watching Blue
Planet ll will have been shocked about
the way in which our rubbish –
particularly plastics – is killing off all
types of marine life.  What can we do? 

On 22nd January 2018 at 7.30pm,
Community Church, Werter Road,
SW15 2LL. 

Michael Singham MCIWM, Waste
Strategy Manager, Richmond and
Wandsworth Councils and Liz
Horsfield, Education Officer, Western
Riverside Waste Authority 

will be telling us what happens to our
waste and how we can improve our
recycling rates.

Vicky Diamond has been researching
ways in which we can all improve our
recycling and re-use rates and two
pages of this Bulletin are dedicated to
information on options for reducing
the impact of our waste.  So our
resolution for 2018 is to: 

Happy New Year
to all our members
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FUTURE PANEL
MEETINGS 
All members welcome
www.putneysociety.org.uk

COMMUNITY: 
11 January,
8 February
at 41 Norroy Road, 
SW15 1PF (18.30)
Convenor: 
Vicky Diamond
vickysw15@aol.com  
T:07746 022654

TRANSPORT: 
9 January,
13 February
at 46 Disraeli 
Road, SW15 2DS (19.30)
Convenor:
Stephen Luxford
stephen.luxford@
nao.gsi.gov.uk

BUILDINGS: 
3 January, 
7 February
at 154 Putney High Street,
SW15 1RS (19.00)
Convenor:
Andrew Catto
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk

OPEN SPACES: 
4 January, 1 February 
at 71 Norroy Road, 
SW15 1PH  (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks
John.horrocks10@
btinternet.com  
T: 020 8789 2956

According to the latest annual passenger statistics
issued by the Office of Road and Rail (ORR), nearly 9
million passenger journeys started or finished at Putney
station. Outside Waterloo and Clapham Junction this
puts us in the top ten busiest stations in the South
Western franchise region. The numbers are slightly
down on the year before and the Society has written to
the ORR for an explanation as to whether they have
simply altered their methodology or there is an actual
drop in numbers. One explanation might be the trend
towards more homeworking. In the meantime,
reliability and punctuality on the line in December was
noticeably poor. If you have any particular issues on the
standard of our rail service then please contact me as
we can raise them with South Western. In the
meantime we are still trying to get confirmation from
South Western that they will field a speaker to appear
at one of our future events.

The Mayor has launched a series of recent transport
related consultations, which Members may wish to
respond to individually or convey your views to us. The
Mayor is seeking views on his plans to extend the Ultra-
Low Emission Zone to cover buses, coaches and lorries

from October 2020 and for
cars, vans and motorbikes up
to the North and South
Circular (i.e. including parts
of Putney) from October
2021. There is a separate
consultation on the draft
London Plan
www.london.gov.uk/what-
we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan which
covers transport amongst other issues and I would
recommend you read it.

Pedestrians and cyclists are not well-served in Putney
High Street and Wandsworth Council have now
acknowledged this and are working on plans to improve
pavement width, crossings and cycle parking.  At our
Members’ meeting in November Nick O’Donnell
(Assistant Director, Traffic and Engineering) outlined
some of the ideas that the council are working on.  The
presentation is available at
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/events/follow-up-on-
members-meeting-on-putney-high-street.html

Transport
Panel

Convenor: 
Stephen Luxford
stephen.luxford@

nao.gsi.gov.uk

Putney’s first community
orchard planted

The Dover House Estate
Residents Association and the
Putney Society have worked
together to create Putney’s
first community orchard.  We
have shared the cost between
us.  On Saturday 2 December,
a group of Putney Society,

DEHRA, and Roehampton Garden Society members,
with Justine Greening MP lending a hand, gathered on
the small green half way up Dover House Road (on the
east side) to plant the young trees.  There are two
apples, two pears, one cherry and one medlar - plus an
extra apple tree which was a gift from an allotment
holder member of the Garden Society.  So, seven small
fruit trees - all staked, fertilised and ready to flower
next spring.  The neighbouring residents have promised
to water the trees next summer, if we have a dry spell.

It is hoped that Putney’s next community orchard will

be planted by the Putney
Community Gardeners who
work on the Ashburton
Estate.  Watch this space!

The Society was also
involved in the planting of
a replacement conifer tree
in Wandsworth Park in
December. It was to
replace an earlier conifer
which had been removed
after being severely
damaged in a storm a couple of years ago.  
The new tree, a Cedrus Deodara (Himalayan Cedar, see
left), is one of only two conifers in the park.  Justine
Greening led the planting effort - helped by local school
children, organised by the Friends of Wandsworth Park.

The Panel is looking for more opportunities for
expenditure from the Society’s Tree Fund.  Can you
think of a good location for another community
orchard?  Suggestions, please!

Open Spaces 
Panel
Convenor: 

John Horrocks
020 8789 2956

john.horrocks10@
btinternet.com
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Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489
judith.chegwidden@gmail.com
Secretary: Carolyn McMillan
38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS 020 8789 6692 
secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
Website Editor: Robert Arguile
webeditor@putneysociety.org.uk

Bulletin Editor: Post Vacant 
Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115
22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX 
membership@putneysociety.org.uk
Treasurer: Gosia Jakubik, 07746409703
gosia.jakubik@hotmail.com

PUTNEY SOCIETY
CONTACTS
See website for full details:
www.putneysociety.org.uk

It is well known that the levels of air pollution in
Putney High Street, particularly NO2 have been
among the highest in London.  This was recognised
by Mayor Sadiq Khan who selected the High Street
for the first zone to be served entirely by hybrid
buses in the first three months of 2017.  This has
resulted in a definite reduction of levels of NO2 in
PHS which is to be welcomed.  It has been claimed
that the reduction is as much as 40%. Is this a
sustainable claim? A review of the charts produced
by the London Air Quality Network at Kings College
shows an average of about 300µg/m3 in late 2016
and early 2017, compared with around 150µg/m3 in
the final nine months of 2017.

But is it enough? EU standards state that the level of
NO2 should not exceed 200 µg/m3 in any one hour
or 50 µg/m3 per 24 hours; it is difficult to reconcile
these figures with the recorded NO2 levels.  Insofar
as it’s possible to reach a firm conclusion, we can
argue that, good though the improvement is, it still
leaves the levels of NO2 well above legal levels.  We

also have no data on the
impact of ageing on hybrid
buses. Small particulates
(PM2.5) are also adding to air
pollution on our crowded
roads. 

For all these reasons, the
Putney Society believes that
we need to maintain
pressure on the Mayor, TfL
and the local council to ensure that they continue to
focus this issue. We plan to carry out a further Citizen
Science exercise to measure the level of NO2 in
Putney early in the New Year by mounting more NO2
tubes – probably with a particular focus on Putney
Hill and Putney Bridge Road, where some older buses
still operate. 

If anyone is interested in joining in this exercise
please contact chair@putneysociety.co.uk and we
will let you know the date in January when we will be
fixing the tubes.

Air Quality
Working
Group

So much of the Society’s
work involves contact
with Wandsworth Council
that we can all get a bit
frustrated by their
apparent lack of
enthusiasm for change.
But not always.  Nick
O’Donnell’s presentation
to November’s members
meeting showed that his

team in Traffic & Engineering are keen to bring forward
some real changes to Putney High Street.  Take a look at
his slides on the Putney Society web site and let us
know what you think.  Thank you Nick.  We look
forward to working with you to move this forward, and
to seeing more developed proposals in the New Year. 

Meanwhile the two major planning applications for
development at the High Street / Putney Bridge Road
corner continue their separate progress.  We
understand that the “Levellers Court” scheme may be
decided by the January Planning Committee.
Elsewhere however the number of applications
suggests that enthusiasm for development is a little

reduced until the real meaning of Brexit is clearer.

Also on our radar is a bigger than before revived
proposal by Fulham Football Club to rebuild their
riverside stand at Craven Cottage to about twice the
height and projecting some 7 metres into the river.
Local sailors are concerned that it will disrupt the wind
they need, and it will, of course, be very prominent in
views from Putney Bridge and the Embankment.  The
panel will need to comment before you see this, but do
take a look at http://public-access.lbhf.gov.uk/online-
applications, ref. 2017/04662/FUL, and add your own
response. 

A new Mayor of London eventually means a new
version of the London Plan which in turn affects what
our local councils can do.  Sadiq Khan’s is now out for
consultation, with 530 pages for us to digest.  If any of
you have a particular interest in any aspect of
development or how it fits in to the wider picture we
would love your input.     

Putney now has one more ‘listed’ building.  As a result of
a review by Historic England, the War Memorial outside
St Mary’s in Church Square is now listed Grade II. 

Buildings
Panel
Convenor: 

Andrew Catto
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk

020 8785 0077



●   All food and drinks CARTONS
E.g. milk, juice and soup cartons,
Tetra Pak cartons  (please rinse and
squash)

●   All clean and dry sheets of PAPER,
card and cardboard E.g. newspaper,
magazines, white and coloured
paper, catalogues and directories,
leaflets and envelopes, softback
books, cereal boxes and corrugated
cardboard

●   EMPTY aerosols

●   All plastic bottles, pots, tubs and
trays e.g. shampoo bottles, yoghurt
pots, and food trays (Please rinse
and clean)

●   All glass bottles and jars 
(please rinse)

●   All food and drink CANS, RINSED

RECYCLE IN YOUR ORANGE SACK

●   Wet paper, dirty paper, shredded
paper, hardback books, metallic
wrapping paper

●   Lids or tops at all, plastic film,
wrapping, plastic carrier bags,
polystyrene, Styrofoam, toys, plant
pots and other plastic items, coffee
cups, Pringle pots

●   Pyrex/Ovenware, mirrors, 
window glass

●   Broken glass must not be included 
in sacks for safety reasons but it 
can be put in recycling banks.

●   Bottles with plastic round them, like
Lucozade, Ribena and small white
Actimel, you can REMOVE the outer
layer of plastic and discard so bottle
can be recycled more easily

●   Tinfoil/aluminium foil

●   Batteries, except Car batteries,
(which go to Smugglers Way).  
Or dispose of in bins at libraries,
supermarkets etc.

●   Old carpets or bedding of any kind,
duvets, sleeping bags. Donate to
Battersea Dogs Home (excluding
pillows with feathers) or your local
RSPCA, or take to Smuggler’s Way 

●   No big biscuit/chocolate tins. Take 
to Smugglers way scrap metal bay

Garden waste 
Wandsworth Council can collect up to
five bags of garden waste each week
along with other dustbin waste, but 
this excludes soil, rubble, Japanese
Knotweed and any bulky garden waste
items. You need to speak to the Council
about Knotweed. 

Builder’s Waste
If you have builders working on your
house please make sure they dispose 
of all building waste at an official dump.
Do not be taken in by cold callers
offering to take the building waste away
for a fee - they usually just fly tip. 

DON’T PUT IN ORANGE SACK



In GOOD condition, but 
no longer wanted
Furniture such as beds, chairs, cupboards,
settees, sofas, tables. 

Electricals such as Cables, Computers, Dish
washers, Fridges, Games consoles, Heaters,
Keyboards, Visual Display Units (VDUs),  
Washing machines,  Lighting equipment, Radios,
Telephones, Televisions, Toasters, Tumble driers,
Vacuum cleaners, Freezers (Charity shops in the
High Street don’t take electrical goods)

British Heart Foundation 
Furniture & Electrical store 
153-155 Wandsworth High Street, 
Wandsworth, SW18 4JB, Tel: 020 8712 5350

Emmaus Homeless charity Tel: 0300 123 2001
collects everything from clothing and books, 
to furniture and electrical goods. 

Furniture Aid South Thames Tel: 07508 139428

Trinity Hospice Furniture Shop 
on Putney Bridge Road                    

Freegle or Freecycle If you live in the
Wandsworth area, please offer your reusable
items to other group members. Keep it out of the
waste stream by giving it away to someone who
can re-use it. All items must be offered and
requested for free. All items must be legal to give
away. No swaps or loans.

Rework at the Smugglers Way re-usable site.
They not only rebuild and rework things but they
get vulnerable people back into employment.  If
you go to the very last bay before the exit you can
leave things there for upcycling.

The Council can collect bulky items – minimum
cost £17.50 for up to 4 items. If you’re elderly or
disabled the cost might be reduced or cancelled.

Broken furniture 
& electrical goods
These must go to Smuggler’s Way.  Collection can
be arranged. A fee will probably apply – again
Rework might be an option

Food waste
OLIO is a way to stop food waste. You and small
businesses share unwanted/unused food. You put
the App on your phone and away you go!

Food Assembly Putney Food Assembly works like
an online farmers market, with a selection of local
producers for most products (except for what
cannot be grown/made in the UK). By buying
from Putney Food Assembly, you are choosing a
minimal supply chain with the lowest food mile,
which also means less packaging needed: goods
will travel an average of 20-30 miles from the
producer to your home. With everything pre-
ordered, producers only pick and bring what has
been sold, with no food wasted along the way.
Some producers, such as Reyouzable and A Very
Nice Idea, even offer Refill or packaging-free
options for their products. For example, if you
order from Reyouzable on the Food Assembly
website (dried food and toiletries) he brings the
refills and takes back the empties every week
during the pick-up time.

There’s a new zero-waste and vegan shop called
Hetu, which just opened in Clapham Junction.

Clothing
Anything half decent (no rags!) to Charity Shops.
Or sell them on EBay. Don’t put in the rubbish
unless it’s really a rag!  Swishing is a way of
sharing your clothes that you haven’t worn for 
a while with others. It’s just swapping clothes
really, and you can do it at a party with friends 
or via www.getswishing.com.

Work and Play Scrap store
(www.workandplayscrapstore.org.uk) operates 
as a broker supplying donated clean and re-
useable surplus/waste materials otherwise
destined for incineration, landfill or long-term
storage to a wide range of groups such as schools,
charities, community groups, arts organisations,
students and families. They collect a VAST array
of things, from clean bottle tops, to cardboard
rolls, material, clean plastic milk bottles etc. The
list is too long to go on here, but please look at
the Putney Society website where we will have
the full list.

OTHER WAYS IN WHICH YOU CAN REDUCE WASTE
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Dates for 
your Diary

Update on Roehampton 
Playing Fields

Find out more about our new
train operator – we have invited
South Western Railways to
speak at our Members meeting
on 26th February (7.30pm at the
Community Church)

Looking further ahead our AGM
takes place on 19th March
(7.30pm at the Community
Church – this is the meeting
where we really welcome your
views on how we can improve
the way in which the Putney
Society works.

We will be organising more
Digital Skill seminars later in
January – if you are interested in
participating and have not yet
let us know, please email:
chair@putneysociety.org.uk

Local Events
Keep fit with scrub bashing!
Building on from the success of
2017, Saturday morning
volunteering sessions on
Wimbledon Common will
continue throughout 2018. If
you would like to become
involved with the Saturday
morning volunteer group, they
meet at the bicycle racks near
the Windmill car park at
10:30am and work finishes at
around 12:30pm. 

Saturday volunteering sessions
will take place on the following
dates: 

✽   13th & 27th January

✽   10th & 24th February

✽   10th & 24th March

The maximum number of
people that can be
accommodated during each
session is 15 – so please email
peter@wpcc.org.uk to book a
place by the Wednesday
morning of the week preceding
each session. 
If you have an event you would
like us to list please contact:
chair@putneysociety.org.uk

Dear Editor,

Congratulations to the Buildings Pan
el on a stimulating, well-

attended members’ meeting about our High Street on 27th

November. It would have been interesting to have ha
d an analysis of

the underlying reasons for the declin
e of Putney High Street in

particular, and of our high streets in
 general. Factors may include

on-line shopping and the proliferation
 of supermarkets, about which

nothing can be done, and perhaps bu
siness rates and excessive

rents. I would like to have heard what role the latter play and

whether, for example, business rates could be or are be
ing pegged,

or reduced, and rents subsidised. In 
2009, I mounted an exhibition

for the Society’s 50th anniversary a
nd calculated that in 1959, the

High Street had about 160 businesse
s of 55 different types, which

had declined to 120/35 by 2009. As 
at 11th Dec., including the

Exchange, it’s 150/46, but that inclu
des 16 cafés, 12

restaurants/takeaways, 8 banks and 7 hairdressers, sug
gesting a

trend towards services and, with 10 empty units, is not a cause for

optimism. Landscaping and traffic/pedestrian
 management may

help, as would, as mentioned in the Q&A, areas to sit and chat,

which are almost axiomatic in continental Europe. But unles
s

something is done to retain and attract a
 range of independent

businesses, Putney High Street will become a moribund and

uninspiring place.

Philip Evison

Letter to the Editor

The council has now agreed to
put the proposed grant of a 30
year lease on hold for six months
to give the local community time
to develop its own proposals for
taking over the running of the
playing fields. Sarah Wilton, of
the Roehampton Playing Fields
Community Trust, reports that
within this limited timeframe,
proposals have to be developed
for a community-led approach to
the running of the Roehampton
Playing Fields site. 

The Trust plans to consult closely
with the local community and
with current and potential future
users, at all stages of the

development and
implementation of its plans,
through public meetings and by
using several channels of
communication including the
PutneySW15 website, social
media and newsletters. As they
progress they will need to draw
on the skills, knowledge and
support of many more people
within the local community and
from the population of users of
the Playing Fields.

For suggestions, offers and
further information please
contact
Save.our.fields.17@gmail.com


