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Diary Dates 
January 1 Subscriptions Due 
January 19 The Circular Economy: WBC Public Meeting 
January 28 Members’ Meeting: Burial in Putney 
February 17 Visit to Middle Temple ∎  
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Community Panel; Enable; Trees (again)∎ 

MEMBERS’ MEETING: THE STORY OF PUTNEY'S BURIAL GROUNDS  
a talk by Philip Evison 

Cromwell Room, St Mary’s Church, 19.30, Thursday, January 28 
By the mid-18th Century, St Mary’s Church (rebuilt in 1836) had been the Parish’s only burial place for half a mil-
lennium. The total number of burials there is incalculable, but from 1620 to 1763 alone, there were about 8,700 
in the churchyard and inside the church. Space became a problem when the approach road to the first bridge, 
opened in 1729, eroded the churchyard.  In 1763 Rev. Roger Mortlock Pettiward offered  the Parish a plot of land 
on Richmond Lane, now Upper  Richmond Road. Originally known as the ‘new burying ground’, it was consecrat-
ed on 2nd November 1763 by the then Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Secker, and is now known as Putney 
Old Burial Ground (POBG). 
Philip Evison has recently completed a history of POBG and at our members’ meeting he will give an illustrated 
talk about it, St Mary’s Church and the later burial grounds – Putney Lower Common Cemetery (1855 to 1891) 
and  Putney Vale Cemetery (1891 to present).  POBG, converted to the present open space in 1963, was the buri-
al place of several local ‘notables’, some of whose tombs remain, including those of explorer and MP Robert 
Wood, novelist Harriet Thomson and Stratford Canning )uncle of Putney Heath duellist, later PM, George Can-

ning) whose youngest son died at the Battle of Waterloo, whilst aide-de-camp to the Duke of Wellington.  ∎ 

Subscriptions now due – no increase for 2016!  
Subscriptions for 2016 fell due on 1st January 
Subscription Rates: 
For members electing to pay by cheque, please send your subscription to me at the address below, making the cheque 
payable to ‘The Putney Society’.  
Members are reminded that the subscription rates for 2016 are: -  

Payment by cheque or cash (postal Bulletin) - £13.50pa  
Payment by cheque or cash (email Bulletin) - £11.00pa  
Payment by direct debit or standing order (postal Bulletin) - £11.00pa  
Payment by direct debit or standing order (email Bulletin) - £8.50pa  

As the cost of postage continues to increase, we would urge members to elect to receive the bulletin by email. The low-
er rate reflects the cost savings to the Society. If you are interested in converting to e-Bulletin, please send an email to 
me at membership@putneysocity.org.uk and I will update your details.  
We also still have a significant number of members paying by Standing Order. If you are paying by that method, could 
you please consider changing to direct debit using the down-loadable membership form on the website or at the very 
least ensure that your payment reflects the current rate (as above).  

Chris Orriss, 22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX  ∎  

Quote of the Month: Hitchens’ Razor 
What can be asserted without evidence can be dismissed with-

out evidence.  ∎  

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysocity.org.uk


Future Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 14 Jan, 11Feb                  
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (18.30) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 12 Jan, 9 Feb 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW152D (19.30) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings:  13 Jan, 10Feb 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(19.00) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 21 Jan, 4 Feb 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (19.00) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 

Page 2 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.

gov.uk 
 

  

According to the latest passenger usage statistics some 11.16 million people either began 
or ended their journey at Putney station each year, making us the 33rd busiest station in 
the UK. One day we may have a station to be proud of … 
Renovation work continues slowly. The most recent date for the expected completion of 
the power supply is June 2016 and work to build a canopy for passengers on Platform 
One is now likely to begin in January, some three months behind the deadline in the 
last schedule.  
There is good news: the metal compound that obstructs the entrance to the side of the 
station is to be replaced and reduced in size in January. South West Trains is holding a 
‘Meet the Managers’ session in January to hear local views on the Station: watch the 
website (http://www.putneysociety.org.uk) for date and time. 
Elsewhere a 20 mph limit has been introduced across residential roads in Thamesfield 
and a temporary ban on Putney High Street deliveries between 7am and 7pm is to begin 
in January. It would be good to hear what Members make of these initiatives. 
 There are currently two consultations to which Members may wish to respond: 
 the final TfL consultation on proposals to remove the Wandsworth one-way system  

 https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/wandsworth-town-centre, ends 17   January 
 Rail Executive consulting on the South Western Rail Franchise 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passengers-invited-to-have-their-say-on-

south-western-train-franchise, ends 9 February  ∎ 

Commons’ News 
The WPCC Open Meeting on 2 December was unusually well attended and in parts noisy and contentious. 
A new website (http://www.wpcc.org.uk)  has been launched with better illustration of the amazing extent of the 
diversity of species on the Commons.  
Peter Haldane’s army of loppers and scrub-bashers will meet  on 23 January, 13 February, 27 February,  12 March 

and 26 March at the Windmill at 10.30. ∎ 

Public Meeting: RUBBISH, RECYCLING AND THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
Tuesday, 19 January, 2016, Wandsworth Town Hall, Room 123, 7pm 

Recycling is a crucial part of reducing waste and conserving our resources and the need for minimising our use of 
materials from the outset is even more important.  There are new initiatives which could show us a more creative 
way forward. 
This public meeting will include the following speakers:  

 Sharon Ross, Deputy General Manager at Western Riverside Waste Authority: Where recyclable materi-
als go and how they are reused.  

 Cllr Jonathan Cook: How WBC is monitoring progress and waste minimisation ambitions and initiatives.  

 London Sustainability Exchange: ‘The Circular Economy’,  
These short presentations will be followed by the opportunity to question the speakers and discuss how to most 
effectively initiate and sustain local actions.    
New initiative stalls will be in the hallway on the 1st floor from 6:30pm 
Organised by Wandsworth Environment Forum                                                    

Contact Vicki Carroll vickigoat@hotmail.com  with any queries  ∎  

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/wandsworth-town-centre
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passengers-invited-to-have-their-say-on-south-western-train-franchise
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/passengers-invited-to-have-their-say-on-south-western-train-franchise
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mailto:vickigoat@hotmail.com
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Buildings 

Panel  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 
 

  

 2015 certainly kept your Buildings Panel busy as the pressure for development contin-
ues.  Planning consent was granted for yet another 12 storey block on the Upper Rich-
mond Road, probably the last for now, and for lower but still very dense blocks to replace 
Carlson Court by Wandsworth Park and at 56-70 Putney High Street.  The latter was re-
fused by Wandsworth’s Planning Application Committee, after a huge campaign by us 
and the Better Putney group, but then ‘called in’ and approved by Boris Johnson, who 
said that the need for more (costly, small) homes overrides any consideration of air quali-
ty or local amenity.  Reducing its height was a small success.  These and many smaller 
planning consents, driven by residential values far exceeding commercial mean the loss 
of more businesses from Putney, less trade for local shops, and fewer services and em-
ployment opportunities for residents.  The forthcoming Housing and Planning Bill will 
make this worse by removing the power of the Council to refuse many changes. 
High ‘per square foot’ values are also driving a trend for ever bigger houses, with the 
Evening Standard recently highlighting the number of big rebuilds in Chartfield Avenue.  
The Society and your panel don’t oppose development in principle, and therefore gener-
ally don’t comment on these, indeed we commended the only distinctive modern house 
amongst them, but will object if what’s to be built is out of keeping with the area, or sets 
unfortunate new precedents.   
At the beginning of the year I asked you to let us know if you see a high front wall being 
built in your street, because these are almost certainly being done without planning con-
sent.  A worrying new development in 2015 has seen this spread to much bigger work.  It 
seems that some owners take the view that they are more likely to get what they want if 
they build first and sort out planning later.  The most prominent case of this has been on 
Gwendolen Avenue where a fine house in the West Putney Conservation Area was de-
molished apart from the front.  Thankfully one of our panel members spotted this, we 
told the council and they slapped on a stop notice.  If we are to intervene, we need ALL 
Society members to act as our eyes and tell us if work starts unexpectedly in your neigh-

bourhood. ∎ 

PUTNEY PROMOTIONS 
We are signing up as many Independent shops and 
businesses as we can to our new Putney Society 
Shopper’s Discount Scheme.  

 Membership cards and information January 

 Formal Launch late February 

 Details on website :                                       

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk in January 

Questions to vickysw15@aol.com.  ∎  

 TOUR OF MIDDLE TEMPLE 

WEDNESDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2016 at 11.00 a.m. 

Still a few places left! 

This is a splendid tour of a most important historic site 

that retains a contemporary legal function. To book 

your place send a SAE (or your email address), with 

your name, address, and contact phone number to-

gether with a cheque for £12.00 (members) or £14.00 

(non-members)  payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to 

Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, 

London SW15 6QH.  ∎  

Putney School of Art & Design @Putney Library 
The Art School has been running a range of courses in the Meeting Room at Putney Library since October including 

very popular daytime courses in Drawing, Pastels and Printmaking. The programme will be expanded in the New 

Year with new courses in Art History and Artist Book Making, together with courses for families over the half term.  

The School is also offering Garden Design courses on Monday mornings or Wednesday evenings.  These are ideal 

for you if you want to set to work redesigning your own garden or patio but need advice on how to plan it out and 

how to plant your new garden plan.  You can see details of these courses at www.webenrol.com/psad ; or call the 

school on 020 8788 9145 or send an email to putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk  ∎  

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
http://www.webenrol.com/psad
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992,  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS,  nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk  

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 

The Community 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
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Wandsworth Foodbank, seeded by the Trussell Trust, has a collection box by the cigarette counter 
at Waitrose in Putney Exchange to donate items for those in need. There isn't a sign at the entrance 
and the requirements are selective, currently including items such as long life milk, long life fruit 
juice, sugar, instant coffee, long life sponge puddings, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant and loo 
rolls. These are subject to change so it’s worth checking needs before making special purchases to 
donate. Donations are redeemed against vouchers issued by Social Workers and GPs.  More infor-
mation at: www.wandsworth.foodbank.org.uk. 
We plan to renew our DEFIBRILLATOR CAMPAIGN in the New Year. 

NB: The Community Panel will meet henceforward at 18.30.  ∎ 

Enable Leisure and Culture 
Wandsworth Borough Council (WBC) has launched Enable, a Public Service Mutual (PSM), to man-
age services formerly managed by the Leisure and Culture Division of Wandsworth’s Housing and 
Community Services Department. The Council avers it wants to promote healthy, active and cultur-
ally-enriching lifestyles in the Borough and that this will be achieved by implementing ‘new ways of 
managing these services and facilities in a more entrepreneurial way’. The services that are in-
volved include Putney School of Art, the Wandsworth Park, the annual fireworks display in Batter-

sea Park, the arts service, the events and filming team and the leisure and sport team.  Continuity is considerable in 
that Paul McCue, until recently an Assistant Director at WBC is leading the team of more than one hundred full-time 
and more than two hundred part-time and seasonal employees. The initial contract is for four years and Enable has the 
freedom to launch new services and improve and enhance existing ones and to bid for other contracts.  
It is implicit that such a radical change of management style may carry risks to the delivery of service, and the emphasis 
on profit sharing by the employees of Enable may impose cost pressures on the services.  It is to be hoped that the 
transition is seamless and at worst invisible.  At best, the de-bureaucratisation may lead to the development of new 

services and enhancement of those already in place.  Let’s all watch this space. ∎  

Dear Sir 
I was glad to read the comments by Judith Chegwidden on our street-trees last month. May I 
add two points - we should not forget the aesthetic aspects - the extent to which our trees 
enhance the appearance of the environment. Nor should we forget work of the Wands-
worth's Tree Section - not as well-known as it should be. 
Three items from the Tree Section's web-site are worth mentioning. The Council is responsi-
ble for approximately 75,000 trees in our streets and parks; half the Borough’s trees are from 
just 5 different genera – Maples and Sycamores (acer), Cherries and Plums (prunus), Lime 
(tilia), Lawson’s Cypress (chamaecyparis), and Rowans and Whitebeams (sorbus); and there 
are two specially protected trees in the Borough which have been designated Great Trees - a 
hybrid Strawberry tree in Battersea Park and the Roehampton Lucombe Oak - the former is 
considered to have the largest girth of any of this species in the country, and the latter, at 32 
metres, is the tallest of its type in London.  
The Tree Section aims to foster a greater awareness of the value of trees, their maintenance 
and the appropriateness of planting among the general public and children in particular..  
Pat Heery   

heery3@gmail.com ∎ 

Letter 

to the 

Editor 
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