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General Election Hustings 

The Putney Society is pleased to announce that it will be holding a Hustings  

at St Mary’s Church at 7.30pm on April 23 2015. The Putney Pantry will be 

open beforehand. The five known candidates at the time of going to press  

have been invited:  Sheila Boswell (Lab); Justine Greening (Con); Andrew  

Hallett (LibDem); Chris Poole (Green); and Tricia Ward (UKIP).  

Volunteer for litter-picking on Putney Heath 

Come and join us on Sunday 26 April for our Open Spaces Panel's litter-

picking exercise on Putney Heath. It is an initiative to encourage volunteers to 

help with maintenance tasks on the Commons - to make them better than they 

already are! We meet at 10.00am at the bus terminus opposite the Green Man, 

at the top of Putney Hill, and we will set out to make that corner of Putney 

Heath a little tidier.  Plastic bags will be provided. We may end up near the  

Telegraph Inn - at about noon.  

Visit to the Guards Museum and Guards Chapel 

We have arranged for a tour of both the Guards Museum and Guards Chapel 

at Birdcage Walk, London SW1 6HQ. The Museum aims to provide a safe and 

secure repository for artefacts belonging to the five regiments of Her Majesty’s 

Foot Guards. The tour will cover their history from the end of the English Civil 

War right up to the NATO-led Afghanistan campaign. The Museum is one of 

the best regimental museums in the country and is situated opposite St 

James’s Park, close to Buckingham Palace. Meeting at 1.30pm. 

The Chapel, rebuilt in 1963 (after a flying bomb destroyed it in June 1944) is 

the only remaining Military Chapel in London.The visit will last one and half 

hours and tea and coffee will be provided on arrival. 

To book your place please send a SAE, together with your name, address, 

phone number and email address, together with a cheque for £12.00 made 

payable to ‘The Putney Society’ to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court,  

121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH. Please book early.  

William Morris - Members’ Meeting  

The Society's May Members' Meeting forms part of the Wandsworth Heritage 

Festival which runs from 23 May to 7 June. The meeting is on 'William Morris 

and the Arts & Crafts Movement' and our speaker is from the William Morris 

Society. Note the date and venue:  Thursday 28 May at All Saints Church,  

Putney Lower Common at 7.00 for 7.30pm. Come and learn more about this 

Victorian gem with its lovely stained glass windows. Full details in the next  

Bulletin.  

April 23 

April 26 

May 28 

May 14 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.theguardsmuseum.com


 

Dear Councillor Cook, 

Combatting Air Pollution in Putney – time for our own ULEZ  

The Putney Society has continued to consider the issue of excessive levels of air pollution in  

Putney High Street, and especially the levels of Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) which seem only to fall below EU limits 

when traffic is minimised, such as when Putney Bridge was closed last year or when the annual cycle race takes 

place.  

The obvious conclusion is that either traffic volumes must fall substantially or traffic must be made much 

cleaner for there to be meaningful and lasting change.  

We conclude that a different, more radical, approach is needed in Putney. We believe we should have our own 

ULEZ (Ultra Low Emission Zone).  

At our recent members’ open meeting we heard from TfL’s John Barry, Head of Network Development, Surface 

Transport, about their plans for their bus fleet and what changes there might be to the buses using Putney High 

Street. The buses’ contribution to NO2 is falling thanks to the improvements we have all been pressing for but our 

concern now is that the rest of the traffic will continue to generate NO2 exceedences however clean the buses 

become.  

On average, current levels of NO2 are still about two and half times EU limits and there is the additional risk that 

new property developments could worsen the ‘canyon effect’ which traps air pollution at street level. We hope of 

course that the Council will be able to use Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling System (ADMS) analysis to request 

changes which will minimise this risk. 

TfL also reported on the further improvements they are planning for the bus fleets on our local routes. We find it 

significant that these plans are being influenced by the need to plan ahead for the arrival of the ULEZ by 2020. 

New investment in Euro VI buses will be prioritised for those routes (14, 22 and 74) which will enter the planned 

ULEZ.  

Hence our conclusion that should have our own ULEZ, extending not only to the High Street but also neighbour-

ing roads such as Oxford Road, itself in danger of becoming a rat-run with rising pollution levels. Indeed we would 

also argue that higher polluting diesel vehicles need to be banned, not just be charged and allowed to continue on 

their way. If the Council is truly serious about addressing the dangers of air pollution – medically now beyond 

doubt with latest estimates of annual premature deaths being 7,500 or 177 proportionately for our borough – then 

a local zone should be brought in much sooner than the leisurely 2020 target date for the central ULEZ.   

In such a scenario not only would TfL be forced to clean up ALL its buses on local routes but other higher pollut-

ing vehicles would be deterred from using our High Street. The London Assembly recently described the Mayor’s 

proposals as “too little too late” and proposed that London boroughs be offered the opportunity to opt-in to a larg-

er contiguous zone as part of the Mayor’s consultation on the 2020 scheme. Four London councils, including 

Wandsworth’s partner in “Love Clean Air South London”, Southwark, support this and have called on the Mayor to 

“strongly consider widening the zone and increasing it”.  

We understand councils have the power to impose stand-alone ULEZ zones in high-risk locations. Clear-

ly, this could be a dramatic benefit to both Putney and other locations in the borough with pollution 

hotspots. It would also do away with the annual press focus every January on Putney High Street  

breaching its annual allowance of NO2 exceedences and instead we could be the subject of a good news story.  

The air quality challenge in London can ultimately only be met through collective action but bold action by individ-

ual councils can have a powerful effect. We applaud the Council’s leading role in the campaign for cleaner  

buses and we applaud its determination to address our air pollution problems by introducing measures such as 

improved delivery lorry regulations, but we believe these will have only a marginal effect on NO2 levels. The  

considerable risks to public health will thus remain indefinitely without more radical action.  

We trust our proposal will be given serious consideration and we are as always ready to sit down for a more  

detailed discussion of the problem and proposed solutions.  

Yours sincerely  

Jonathan Callaway, Deputy Chairman, Putney Society  
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A letter to Councillor Jonathan Cook, Deputy Leader, Wandsworth Council, 7 March 2015 



Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 9 April, 14 May at  
6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com 07746 022654 
 

 

Transport: 14 April, 12 May 
 (46 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS ) at 
7.30pm) Convenor (acting): Stephen  
Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 8 April, 13 May 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces:,2 April, 7 May 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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'The Friends of Wandsworth Park’- 

it’s good news 

It is good to report that the Friends of 

Wandsworth Park has been launched 

and is now up and running. The new 

group was formally established in 

March with a proper constitution and a 

determination to enroll lots of mem-

bers. Wandsworth Park is our largest 

local municipal open space and, in 

these times of local government cut-

backs, it needs the support of a strong 

Friends group. 

The Putney Society wishes them a 

long and successful future. We will be 

giving it our full support. Email:  

friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com. 

We’ve invited the new Conservators to 

our litter-picking on the 26 April on 

Putney Heath—see front page. 

Open Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

Transport  

Panel 

Acting Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

 

There has been progress on a number of issues we have been pursuing. At 

Putney Station, following the lull after the initial construction work last 

year, there are now signs of activity. Following Network Rail’s February public 

meeting there is now construction work underway both within the station and 

outside as a new power cable is being laid to provide power to the proposed 

new shops on the concourse. Network Rail say on their website that the design 

work for a new ramp outside, compliant with disability legislation, is almost 

complete while work is expected to begin on the façade, the canopy on  

Platform 1 and the concourse in the ‘summer’. The  

Society has continued to exert pressure on Network 

Rail and has been in correspondence with the head  

of the Office of Rail Regulation about the longstanding 

delays.    

At the end of February we held a successful Members’ 

Meeting on Buses. From TfL John Barry, Head of 

Bus Network Development and Finn Coyle 

(environmental improvements) set out TfL’s bus plans for 

London (further passenger growth anticipated), improve-

ments to Countdown and some local issues such as  

services to Roehampton and measures to tackle bus  

pollution. You can find on our website their presentation 

slides which include plans for the phased introduction, by bus route, of cleaner 

buses in Putney. Subsequently we have drawn this material to the attention of 

both Councillor Cook, deputy leader of the Council and also Justine Greening’s 

office.   

The Council is currently consulting over a proposed 20 mph speed limit in 

Thamesfield and parts of East Putney and Roehampton. This is an issue we 

have campaigned on for some time and we will look, should it be adopted, as 

to how it will be enforced.   

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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DRAFT Minutes of the Putney Society Annual General 

Meeting held in St. Mary's Church on 19 March 2015 

PRESENT: John Ewing (President), Judith Chegwidden (Chair) 

along with 40 others.  

The Chair welcomed members to the AGM and asked the President 

to conduct the meeting.  

Minutes of the 2014 AGM: The draft minutes were approved by the 

meeting. There were no matters arising.  

Chair and Executive Committee Report  

The Chair paid tribute to Richard Morgan, our long-serving  

Treasurer, who had died recently. Richard not only guided the  

Society’s finances but also contributed incisive and thoughtful  

comments to many of our discussions. His guiding hand will be sadly 

missed. Richard had already begun the process of handing over his 

responsibilities to our Treasurer-elect, Fiona McLachlan whom we 

welcomed into the role.   

The panels had worked hard throughout the year. The Buildings 

Panel had commented on at least two applications every month as 

well as taking up more broad-based matters such as the impact of 

the changes to the permitted development regulations, which had 

resulted in a wholesale loss of office space (and therefore jobs) in 

Putney. The Transport Panel had closely monitored the slow  

progress in making Putney Station fit for the volume of commuters 

using it every day, made clear our opposition to the third runway at 

Heathrow and continued to campaign for 20mph speed limits on an 

area wide basis (now under consultation in Thamesfield).  Recent 

national concerns over mental health provision had been anticipated 

by the Community Panel, which had contributed to the consultation 

on mental health in-patient services in SW London as well as organ-

ising a Members’ meeting on Mindfulness. The Open Spaces Panel 

produced a report on Wandsworth Park and facilitated the creation of 

the Friends of Wandsworth Park.  It was now working with Wimble-

don and Putney Commons Conservators (WPCC) to develop a group 

of volunteers to work on Putney Common and Heath. 

The Chair thanked her predecessor, Carolyn McMillan, for leaving 

the Society in such vigorous good shape, panel conveners and panel 

attendees, officers of the Society and all those who helped ensure 

that the voice of the Society was heard through its thriving bulletin 

and website. She also noted the valuable contributions made by the 

new Membership Secretary and by the team which had organised a 

succession of social events.  Two members of the Executive stood 

down in the year, namely Sue Rolfe, and Hugh Samuel, and they 

were thanked for their long years of service. The Chair concluded by 

thanking all members for their continued support throughout the year. 

The only member’s question on the Committee report related to the 

development of the ‘Blades’ site on Putney Bridge Road. A new  

planning application was expected later this year. The President then 

thanked the Chair and members of the Executive Committee for their 

work on behalf of members during the year.  

 

Accounts for the Year 2014 

The Treasurer-elect presented Richard Morgan’s audited accounts 

for the year. Subscription income had fallen by £1,304 compared with 

2013 caused by the fact that we had not received Gift Aid reimburse-

ment from HMRC (which had since been received and had more 

than offset this decline). Subscription income improved during the 

year, driven by several recruitment drives and strenuous efforts to 

chase up non-payers. The main item of expenditure was the  

production and distribution of the Bulletin. In the last year we  

invested in a new computer for the Membership Secretary and soft-

ware for both membership database management and Bulletin pro-

duction. The outlook for 2015, with an up-to-date Gift Aid claim and 

less requirement for IT expenditure, is for a return to an available 

income surplus. 

No questions arose from members concerning the accounts.  

Election of President, Officers and members of the Executive  

Committee for 2015  

President: John Ewing was re-elected as the Society’s President.  

Seven Vice-Presidents were re-confirmed as: Margaret Calcott-

James, Angela Holman, John Horrocks, Beryl Jeffery, Derek 

Purcell, David Radcliffe and Hugh Thompson.  

The following officers were elected for the coming year:  

Chair Judith Chegwidden. Treasurer Fiona McLachlan . Secretary 

Carolyn McMillan.  

The Executive Committee were elected as follows: Jonathan  

Callaway, Richard Carter, Victoria Diamond, Nicholas Evans, 

John Farrer, Alexandra Gautier, John Horrocks, David Irwin, 

Stephen Luxford, Stewart MacWhirter, and Mark Poulter. 

Richard Chadwick was re-appointed as the Society’s Auditor. 

Any Other Business  

Notices were given of some up-coming meetings. A question was 

asked about the new Membership area of the website. Website  

Editor, Nick Evans, responded that there had been little interest yet in 

the Discussion Forum and urged members to contribute to on-going 

discussions on local topics. The President congratulated four  

members of the Society on their election as Wimbledon and Putney 

Commons Conservators, giving a very strong Putney representation 

on that committee. He also wished to acknowledge the long and 

distinguished service of three out-going Conservators and Society 

members (David Devons, Andrew Simon and John Horrocks). 

One question related to the eligibility to vote in WPCC elections.  

The President closed the formal part of the meeting and introduced 

the guest speaker, Andrew Wilson, well-known local Putney photog-

rapher, who gave a talk illustrated with many of his photographs of 

Putney over the seasons.  
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Last month I wrote of the huge variety 

in the scale of planning applica-

tions, and how Wandsworth Council  

responds to these. Looking through 

this week’s list I found an application 

for a single replacement window sand-

wiched between four ‘for approval of 

details’ for the enormous schemes 

now transforming Nine Elms. These 

‘detail’ applications often involve the 

gain or loss of half a dozen flats or  

office space that could employ  

hundreds, yet inevitably get passed 

with little consultation. That window 

will probably be the only one still wait-

ing in eight weeks.    

Housing has become a major talk-

ing point in the run up to the general 

election.  Anyone seeing the towers 

rising on the Upper Richmond Road or 

at Nine Elms may not be surprised to 

learn that this Borough has already 

passed its 2022 fifteen year target for 

new homes years early, at least for 

smaller flats with several thousand 

more flats to come. But few are afford-

able to the middle income profession-

als who used to live in Putney. The  

Society’s Members’ Meeting in June 

will look at affordable housing, but 

meanwhile be sure to ask the election 

candidates what they will do about 

this.   

This boom also means some town 

centre uses need defending from  

conversion to homes. Sadly the appli-

cation to turn part of a High Street 

shop into a flat which I mentioned last 

month was passed, but up the road 

the ‘Better Putney’ campaigners have 

been continuing their campaign to get 

a less overdeveloped scheme for the 

Halfords/ TK Maxx site in place of  

application 2014/7344. If you haven’t 

already, go on line and have your say. 

 

Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 

A member of the Society has suggested we investigate ‘adopting’ the phone 

box at the top of Putney Hill, by the Green Man. There is quite a lot of  

research that we have to do first, and it would be helpful if we could find out if 

there are other members in that vicinity who would be interested in joining in, 

should we go ahead. Please email me if you are interested. 

We’ve written to the Council to state our concern at the loss of Eddie Katz  

Children’s play centre (when 56-70 Putney High St gets re-developed). We 

appreciate that, once Eddie Katz has moved out, it may not be able to return,  

so we are concerned at the community loss of a facility that has over 50,000 

visitors a year. We hope that there will be sufficient space allowed for some 

similar facility, if not in this particular site, then perhaps in one of the other new 

developments.  

As many of you know, there was a dreadful fire at the Battersea Arts Centre on 

Friday 13 March, which damaged quite a lot of property. The Wandsworth  

Museum had just moved there, although the Collection remains safely in  

storage off site. Any donations to help the Museum would be gratefully  

received. Send a cheque to Friends of Wandsworth Museum, FoWM, Battersea 

Arts Centre, Lavender Hill, London SW11 5TW. If you look online there is a link 

on the BAC website so you could donate that way if you prefer. 

We continue to work hard on the Mental Health consultation. Preliminary results 

affirm many of our concerns, although there is still a question mark over the use 

of wards at Queen Mary’s, which we know are considered totally unsuitable as 

mental health wards in their current form. We will be responding to any future  

consultation.  

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
http://www.bac.org.uk


Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  chair@putneysociety.org.uk  

Secretary: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  secretary@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin & Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   

editor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Please send your letters to Nick Evans at 29, Commondale, Putney, SW15 1HS,  

or  email editor@putneysociety.org.uk. 

 Putney 5th Sea Scouts’ Hut 

Members will be aware of the ongoing dispute between 

the Sea Scouts and their landlords the Council over the 

use of their Scout hut on the towpath. Statements from 

each side can be found on PutneySW15.com. Basically, 

the Council want use of the hut on weekdays for their 

“Better Days” project, a group of learning disabled adults, 

which was based at the Atheldene Centre in Garratt Lane 

until the centre was closed some years ago. About 3 

years ago the Sea Scouts agreed to accommodate the 

project, but it recently became clear that the arrangement 

was not working and they asked the Group to leave. The 

Council then gave the Sea Scouts notice to quit. 

A new lease is now being negotiated and the Sea Scouts, 

albeit somewhat reluctantly, have agreed to accept the 

project back into their hut. However problems have arisen 

over the restrictive terms of this lease. For example  

during school holiday periods, when they would normally 

run planned activities, they would be limited to only one 

weekday each year to do this. Surely the Council should 

be encouraging the sort of work that the Sea Scouts are 

doing with the children, many of whom are the sons and 

daughters of parents who themselves grew up as Sea 

Scouts in the Hut many years ago. 

Quite apart from the abuse of natural justice in seeking  

to deprive the Sea Scouts of the full use of the Hut which 

they paid for and built over 30 years ago, it seems  

extraordinary that the Council is unable to find some-

where more appropriate for the Better Days programme 

which is described on the Council's website as  

being  "...to help people with learning disabilities to live 

richer, more independent lives, with the chance to enjoy  

a social life and be supported to access a wide range of 

local services". These aspirations must be difficult to 

achieve if the project is hidden away on the towpath far 

from shops, public transport and the life of the local  

community. 

Yours sincerely, Caroline Whitehead 

 

 I  have attached a copy of a sketch drawing done in  

September 1846 of a house in Putney. It is annotated 

'Miss Lewis'  house  Putney Sept 1846' This was 

drawn by Caroline Greg, maiden daughter of Robert 

Hyde Greg who owned Quarry Bank Mill (now NT), Styal, 

Cheshire - recently the subject of a television drama 'The 

Mill'. 

My late father bought a portfolio of Caroline's painting/

sketches in the 50's and I am trying to visit the places 

depicted, to take photographs from roughly the position 

Caroline painted to see how much has changed. Do you 

[Putney Society members] recognise this building from 

the sketch and if so, is the house still there? 

Yours sincerely, Valerie Brassington, Derbyshire 

 I recently gave some thought to contributing to the  

appeal for funds for the 2nd air ambulance for London. It 

occurred to me that we do little as a community in Putney 

to raise funds for worthwhile issues such as these. It may 

perhaps be something that younger people in Putney 

would be attracted to and by extension to an involvement 

in the Putney Society itself. 

I have in mind charities that are not visible in the High 

Street, such as the Hospital for Neurodisability on West 

Hill. Other members views would be appreciated. 

Kind regards, Katrina Black 

 

(All replies to Nick Evans—editor@putneysociety.org.uk) 

mailto:chair@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:secretary@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysw15.com
mailto:editor@putneysociety.org.uk

