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Battersea Arts Centre  

The fire that destroyed most of the BAC 
on March 13th is being used to turn a ca-
tastrophe into an opportunity. The splen-
did building was acknowledged, by those 
who used it, to have limitations. The late 
nineteenth century gives way to the needs 
of the early twenty-first.  A radical rede-
sign by Imogen Long of Conservation and 
Historic Building Architects practice Ha-
worth Tompkins will make the lighting 
sound and air management systems con 
temporary in performance.  The beautiful 
1893 ceiling by EW Mountford will be rep-
licated but in a manner that improves the 
acoustics. It will be made of a concave 
ceiling made of an open patterned fret-
work replicating the coffers, patterns and 
panelling of the original roof but not as a 
solid membrane. The fretwork will effec-
tively iron out the acoustic deficiencies 
and allow ease of access through the 
openings for the electrics etc. By great 
good fortune the irreplaceable organ was 
largely removed from the building for res-
toration at the time of the fire. Plans are 
being considered for flexibility in seating 
arrangements and demountable balco-
nies. 

Queen Mary’s Hospital Roehampton 
The Friends Christmas Tables on 
Tuesday 1, Weds 2 & Thursday 3 December 
The Friends are collecting:  
Stocking fillers, Christmas Decorations,  
Stationery, Jams, Chutneys, Cakes, Choco-
lates, Mince Pies, Toiletries, Toys, Books, 
CD’s, DVD’s. Please contact The Friends 
Office: 020 8487 6315/6798, or drop in dur-

ing the mornings. ∎  

Cut-out Plan of Proposed Rebuild 

(UN)AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Members Meeting at St Mary's 
Church 22nd October. Speakers: Paul Ellis: WBC Cabinet Mem-
ber for Housing, Simon Hogg: WBC Opposition speaker for 
Housing and Tracey Lees: CEO Wandle Housing Association 

Councillor Ellis set the scene in the context of the pressures facing Councils 
in terms of burgeoning population growth and the spiralling cost of build-
ing land in London.  WBC has a better record than many Councils in num-
bers of homes built and cited Nine Elms, Battersea Power Station etc. Any 
affordable housing in these developments will usually be shared owner-
ship. WBC has a good record too in providing social housing, firstly through 
the “hidden homes” scheme and, more recently, in new building.  

Councillor Hogg emphasised the ballooning rental costs in the private sec-
tor. Young families are hardest hit and at present 1,000 Wandsworth fami-
lies are in temporary accommodation. Very many council houses were sold 
off under 'right to buy' and have not been replaced, and more will go under 
the latest government scheme. He was critical of WBC's closeness with 
developers, who get away with providing little or no affordable housing and 
market their properties overseas as investments. What 'affordable' housing 
is provided by developers is almost inevitably beyond the reach of those on 
an 'ordinary' income.  

Tracey Lees explained that Wandle Housing Association builds and manag-
es quality homes for those in need in South London and have 16,000 
homes in Wandsworth.  Boroughs are unevenly equipped  to provide and 
manage housing, having been hit hard by government cuts. Housing in Lon-
don is becoming denser as extra housing is 'shoe-horned' on to sites, re-
sulting in pressures on infrastructure and services. 'Right to buy' has now 
been extended to Housing Association properties, although the scheme is 
voluntary. Tracey Lees said that she sympathises with tenants who want to 
own their homes. Tenants receive a £104,000 discount if they buy  but can 
use it wherever they want, which can be attractive if, for instance, they 
want to move out of  London. She emphasised the role of Housing Associa-
tions in offering support and help to those who want to live a better life. 

Questions from the floor included: 'Viability reports' which developers use 
to justify their plans on grounds of profitability i.e. they may argue that 
provision of affordable housing is not possible unless they build higher. 
Councillor Hogg pointed out that these reports are secret, and are usually 
put in at the outset of the negotiations, so that by the time properties are 
sold, market values have gone up and profits thus increased. He pointed 
out that WBC's own regulations on the height of buildings are frequently 
ignored. Councillor Ellis said that it is all a matter of negotiation - “Viability 
is what the market can stand”. Developers can decide to sit on valuable 
land they own if their demands are not met. Other questions included the 
history of public housing, the 'bedroom tax' and provision for refugees. ∎  

Magna Carta and the Putney Debates:  
Faith Perspectives on Good Government 

Three lectures given by three women who will explore what good 
government might look like from the perspective of their faiths. 

Thursday 26th November: Islam 
Ms Sughra Ahmed, Programmes Manager, Woolf Institute 
7.15 – 8.00 pm reception in the Putney Pantry 
8.00 pm lecture and questions: Closure by 9.30 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk


Upcoming Panel Meetings   

all members welcome 

Community: 6 Nov at 5.30pm, 10 Dec 
8.15pm at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH  
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 10 Nov,  8 Dec 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW152D (7.30pm) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 11 Nov, 9  Dec 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 4 Nov, 3 Dec 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.go

v.uk 
 

  

Commons’ News 
Pete Haldane’s heathland working group continues on 7 and 21 November and 19 De-
cember. It has been well supported but always needs fresh hands. The Group meets at 
The Windmill, Wimbledon Common, at 10.30 and work goes on for a couple of hours.  
Tools and gloves are provided, but the more fastidious may bring their own. More infor-
mation from Peter at peter@wpcc.org.uk, call on 020 8788 7655 or just show up. 
Keith Luck, elected Chair of the Conservators earlier this year, has resigned and his Vice-
Chair, Shirley Gillbe, has taken over on an interim basis. 
On 13 October the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators held a “drop-in” con-
sultation evening at All Saints Church to show local residents the proposed landscaping 
plans for the area around the new development on the site of the old Putney Hospital. 
Some forty local residents attended the session and had the opportunity to talk about 
the proposals.  As part of the consultation, those who attended completed a short feed-
back form to enable the Conservators to get a feel for the residents’ views on issues such 
as lighting, the use of bollards and planting.  This feedback will help inform the Conserva-
tors’ decisions on the way forward. ∎ 

Fly agaric insecticide and hallu-

cinogen—not recommended for 

human consumption!  

Transport Panel News  
* a temporary ban on deliveries in the High Street between 7am and 7 pm is finally 
expected to begin at the end of November. It's hoped this initiative will free up the 
traffic flow and thereby help reduce air pollution. 
* Putney Station - work continues with a new floor laid, a third entrance arch open 
and hopefully progress soon on a new ramp. We still await news of when the power 
supply will finally be sorted out. 
* there are plans to close Hammersmith Bridge in the new year to enable strengthen-
ing work to take double deck buses. This will divert some traffic towards Putney 
Bridge. We will let you know more details in due course. ∎  

Better Air Quality in Putney - more simple steps to cleaner air… 
Air pollution in many parts of Putney still exceeds World Health Organisation air quality health tar-
gets for NO2 (nitrogen dioxide) with emissions from diesel vehicles mostly to blame. This is a serious 
public health issue as around 10,000 Londoners die prematurely every year as a result of poor air 
quality; to improve the situation we all have a part to play. The Council is reducing emissions from 
its own buildings and vehicle fleet as well as supporting walking, cycling and the overall reduction in 
vehicle usage. Wandsworth Council has now teamed up with the ‘Clean Air Better Business’ pro-
gramme to raise the profile of air quality to the MiniCab trade and the importance of adopting the 
best driving styles. ‘Drive Style’ training is available free of charge to all MiniCab drivers and with 
expected savings of around £60 per month for every driver. To find out more information on the 
eco-driver training and on Clean Air Better Business: Contact Uto Patrick:   
UPatrick@lambeth.gov.uk,  07785660504 or  0207 926 2983. Training takes just 1 hour; the trainer 
meets you locally and at the end a certificate is provided. If you need to order a MiniCab make sure 
to request that the provider sends an electric/hybrid vehicle and a driver that has gone through 
‘Drive Style’ training. ∎  
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Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

020 8785 0077 
 

  

Open 

Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

Quote of the Month: 

Doesn’t it ever get cold on the moral high ground? 
Dowager Countess of Grantham, Downton Abbey 

Parking in Putney Park Lane 
The Society's Open Spaces Panel keeps a close watch on all our local public open spaces - to 
try to ensure that they continue to provide us all with the opportunity to enjoy their beauty 
and peacefulness. Putney Park Lane is just such an open space - a linear 'park', a historic 
track, much loved by walkers, cyclists and dogs!  Its status as a private highway (belonging 
to the Borough Council), open to vehicular traffic, makes it an unusual 'park', vulnerable to 
harmful change.  Its charm would be damaged if it were to become merely another 'street' 
cluttered with parked vehicles. 
This is why there is a notice at both ends of the Lane saying, among other things, 'parking is 
not allowed in the Lane'. But there are four or so cars regularly parked at the northern, Up-
per Richmond Road, end of the Lane - belonging, presumably, to people living in the adjoin-
ing houses. For years, the council has turned a blind eye to this problem notwithstanding 
the dangers of this precedent. 
Now, the council is considering changes to the layout of the Lane at its northern end to try 
to ‘deal with’ the problem.  This could involve creating new parking bays on what is now 
grass verge. How many other residents who live next to Putney Park Lane (and there are 
lots of them) would like to have a free parking bay within the Lane, one might ask?! Should 
our public open spaces be adapted to help solve local people's parking problems?  One 
could park quite a lot of cars in Leaders Gardens and Wandsworth Park! Putney Lower 
Common is ideally positioned to provide a large car park for the new school. Would we like 
that? 
On a more optimistic note, the community action that is transforming The Pleasance, adja-
cent to Putney Park Lane towards the north end, continues.  The recently built play area is 
extensive, suitably rustic and well used, and now the local residents are planting bulbs to 
add spring and summer colour from allium, fritillary and anemone amongst others, all with 
the help of Wandsworth horticultural advice and a WBC supply of plants. 

Planting on the Pleasance 

Buildings Panel Report 

Last month I wrote ‘watch this space’ about the plans for replacing 56-70 Putney High 
Street (the building that includes TKMaxx and Eddie Catz etc.).  The hearing for this is 
now set for the 27th October when we and others will have a chance to present the case 
against to Boris Johnson who has ‘called-in’ the scheme after the encouraging refusal by 
Wandsworth’s Planning Applications Committee.   Also opposing will be Thamesfield 
Councillor Mike Ryder, and our Assembly Member Richard Tracey.  Sadly, I have to write 
these words just before the hearing, so once again ‘watch this space’.   

We’ve not let this divert our attention from the rest of the High Street, where a surpris-
ing amount of development, some good, some bad, is about to happen.  As well as those 
I wrote about last month, immediately behind 56-70 stands the old Mission Hall – but 
not for much longer.  We have written to oppose this scheme too, mainly because it in-
volves the loss of almost the only significant tree in the area.  Nearer the bridge, there is 
at last hope that the long derelict White Lion (Wahoo) will be rescued, and returned to 
its original use as a hotel.   

There’s a discussion about this on SW15.com and a mention in the Times, but despite 
this I was shocked to find that almost the ONLY comment on this application is the one 
posted by the Society (of course).  If you want the Council to listen, you – all of you – 
should tell them your views.  Get on line at www.wandsworth.gov.uk and support this.  
The application number is 2015/3878.    

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489,  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com  

Secretary Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692, secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992,  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS,  nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk  

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, editor@putneysociety.org.uk  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115,  22 Pentlow Street, London SW15 1LX, membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 

The Community 

Panel 

Did not meet this 

month owing to time 

pressures 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
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Publish your garden! 

There are many beautiful things in Putney; some of them are gardens. Andrew Wilson, who is known to many of you as a 

speaker at our Society and publisher of beautifully illustrated books about some of the ‘villages’ of South West London 

(Wild About Putney etc.) has a new project.  He is looking for gardens in all seasons with a view to compiling a work on 

local gardens. He will accept photographs, but is more than happy to come and photograph your gardens himself.  Au-

tumn is no bar; many gardens are at their most colourful now. Andrew would love to hear from you and can be contacted 

at:  aw@unity-publishing.co.uk ∎ 

THE PUTNEY SOCIETY CHRISTMAS LUNCH—SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 2015   
The Society’s Christmas lunch will be held on Saturday 12 December at Alquimia Restaurant, 30 
Brewhouse Lane, Putney Wharf, SW15 from 12.30 p.m. A three-course Tapas meal will be served 
and there will be a welcome drink on arrival. The cost is £30 per head including a welcome drink 
and wine with the meal and service.   
Demand will be high! To book, please send a s.a.e. plus a cheque for £30.00 per person made out 
to ‘The Putney Society’ and send to Maureen Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London 
SW15 6QH by 26 November 2015.  
MENU 
Starters: Mixed salad, Coca bread with tomato, garlic & extra virgin olive oil, Spanish cured 
meat selection 
Tapas to share: Whitebait, Broad beans Catalan style, Aubergines with rosemary honey, Fried 
eggs with chips and Mallorcan chorizo, Roasted cod with Alli oli and baby spinach ∎  

The Gardens At Winfield House: Home of the American Ambassador 
Lecture by Stephen Crisp at All Saints School, Bishops Avenue, London SW6 6ED 

Tuesday 10 November: 18.30 for 19-20.30: Organised by Fairbridge Garden & Arts Society  
This is a rare chance for a visual tour of the gardens laid out by John Nash in the early 19th cen-
tury. Stephen Crisp has been head gardener there for 28 years, and has replanted, redesigned 
and greatly enhanced the 12.5 acres. His images reveal the garden throughout the seasons, 
starting in early spring with meandering woodland walks with hellebores and drifts of daffodils. 
Then there is formality in summer in the gloriously profuse rose garden and, on the other side 
of the house, a reflective pool and sculpture garden designed by Morgan Wheelock in 2000. In 
late summer the focus moves to an area with grasses, sedums, and Michaelmas daisies, de-
signed by Stephen, and in autumn the many North American trees planted by visiting presi-
dents and vice-presidents add golds and reds to the landscape. Cost: £25. This is a donation to 
the Fairbridge Programme of The Prince’s Trust and will include a glass of wine and canapés as 
well as a donation to All Saints School. Guests welcome. To book, please email: 
may.woods17@gmail.com or ring 020 7736 3210 and complete the booking form, also available 
at  http://www.princes-trust.org.uk/garden_society.aspx, within one week. ∎ 

Wandsworth Council formally adopted its Roehampton Supplementary Planning Document  (SPD) on 14 October 
2015. The Roehampton SPD translates into planning policy the proposals outlined in the Alton Area Masterplan. 
The SPD does not contain new policies, but rather provides detailed supplementary guidance. The adopted SPD, 
Statement of Consultation and this Adoption Statement are available to view on the Council’s website: 

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/localplan, Wandsworth Town Hall and at the WBC libraries.  ∎  
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