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7.30pm  Brewer Building, 

St Mary’s Church, Putney 

Bridge 

(Un)affordable Housing 

Until recently there was little debate 

about housing. Now with ever rising 

waiting lists, house prices, and rents,  

it has become a political hot potato.  

Today’s main definition of ‘Affordable’ 

needs you to have a minimum income 

of £70,000 pa, and members are asking 

how their children will find homes to live  

in Putney.  

Before the 1980’s it was simple.   

Councils built and provided homes for 

the poor at subsidised rents, mostly on 

big estates such as Ashburton on  

Putney Heath and the Alton estate in  

Roehampton.   

The rest of us bought or rented  

relatively affordable and available 

homes on the open market.   

Continued, page 2/... 

Putney Society Members’ Meet-

ings are free to members and £3 at 

the door for non-members.  

Commons’  Conservation 

Pete Haldane, Wildlife and Conserva-

tion Officer of Wimbledon and Putney 

Commons, has set up a working 

group for volunteers to help with 

cutting back scrub and invasive sap-

lings on the Commons’ heathland.  

The Group meets at The Windmill 

10.30 on 3 and 24 October, 7 and 21 

November and 19 December and 

work goes on for a couple of hours.  

Tools and gloves are provided, but 

the more fastidious may wear their 

own. Gentle productive exercise is 

just the ticket for Saturday mornings! 

More information from Peter at  

peter@wpcc.org.uk, call on 020 8788 

7655 or just show up. ∎ 

Battersea Arts Centre 
On Thursday 8 and Saturday 10 

October there is a tour and meet-

ing with architects (Haworth 

Tompkins) about rebuilding plans 

following the disastrous fire earli-

er in the year.  The Putney Society 

has been invited. There are limited 

places so book with haste:  

phillipp@bac.org.uk or by calling 

020 7326 8204 ∎ 

Picture from 
Urban75blog:  www.urban75.org/ 
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Anyone got a million? 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:peter@wpcc.org.uk
mailto:phillipp@bac.org.uk


Upcoming Panel Meetings —  

all members welcome 

Community: 8 Oct, 12 Nov 
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (8.15pm) 
Convenor: Vicky Diamond 
vickysw15@aol.com  

07746 022654 

Transport: 13 Oct, 10 Nov 
at 46 Disraeli Road SW152D (7.30pm) 
Convenor : Stephen Luxford 
stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 

Buildings: 14 Oct, 11 Nov 
at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS 
(7.00pm) 
Convenor: Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces: 1 Oct, 5 Nov 
at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 
Convenor: John Horrocks 
john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 
020 8789 2956 
 

 
Please check in advance with Panel  
Convenors as space may be limited. 
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Members’ Meeting, Wednesday 22 October 2015 

(Un)Affordable Housing, continued/... 

Then successive governments removed the grants to Councils, and told them to sell what they have 

through ‘right to buy’. The public sector stopped building completely. Housebuilding slowed down during 

the banking crisis, and even their best efforts now still only meet half the demand.   

Wandsworth Council have started building again, but on a very small scale compared to the past. The 

main provision is now through Housing Associations, but they in turn are threatened by right to buy, sub-

ject to legislation due ‘in the Autumn’. Cash to build is supposed to come from developers, in  

exchange for planning consents (which in turn increases house prices), but a loophole allows them to 

claim this is not necessarily viable even as their profits soar.     

So what now?   Our speakers will be: Paul Ellis, Conservative Councillor for Balham, Cabinet 

Member for Housing, Simon Hogg, Opposition Speaker on the Housing and Regeneration Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee and Labour Councillor for Latchmere Ward and for the providers and Tracey Lees, 

CEO, of Wandle Housing Association Limited.  

The Panel has made some progress on a number of fronts while work at the station grinds 
on.  
Putney station –  work to repair the retaining wall is well under way and on Sunday October 
4 the station will be completely closed to enable work to remove and cut trees on the nearby 
embankment. Long standing problems with the power supply to the station still persist and 
have yet to be resolved. We await news on proposed retail outlets for the concourse. 
Buses – after seven months of pressure from the Society, TfL has finally re-installed a bus 
shelter for the 85 bus at the base of Putney Hill. Unfortunately, at the time of writing, it still 
lacks a countdown indicator. 
Cycling – in September the Society submitted a largely supportive response to the Council’s 
cycling strategy consultation (www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_files/cycle%
20strategy.pdf) however we called for more stretching cycling uptake targets. ∎ 

 

Transport  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Stephen Luxford 

 

 
 

Resco Revamped 
WBC has agreed with RESCO (http://www.resco.co.uk/) a collection service for potentially re-usable 

bulky items that are collected, repaired if necessary and made available to low-income households 

at affordable prices.  Integral to the programme, people in long term unemployment are trained 

and given experience in jobs such as warehousing, delivery and customer service. The cost to resi-

dents of having their items collected has dropped from £21 to £16.50 for up to four items, the 

same price as WBC’s bulky waste collection service. To be suitable for re-use, items do not have to 

be in full working order but they must be in good cosmetic condition. Furniture, appliances, white 

goods and many other items will be given a new and appreciative home.  Items that need refurbish-

ment will be delivered to the Re:Work repair workshop in Smugglers Way, Wandsworth. See http://

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/12986/give_your_unwanted_items_a_good_home for more 

details ∎  

mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_files/cycle%20strategy.pdf
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk/putney_society_files/cycle%20strategy.pdf
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/12986/give_your_unwanted_items_a_good_home
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/news/article/12986/give_your_unwanted_items_a_good_home
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Buildings 

Panel:  

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.u

k 

020 8785 0077 
 

Last month I reported that Mayor Boris Johnson has ‘called in’ the planning application 
for the big development at 56-70 Putney High Street (the Halfords / TK Maxx block) that 
was refused earlier in the summer by Wandsworth’s planning committee after extensive 
lobbying from the Society, the Better Putney group and 300+ others.  We’re still waiting 
for a date for the hearing at County Hall where we will urge Boris to refuse this too.  
Meanwhile Justine Greening has written to Mr Johnson questioning the grounds for his 
action and supporting the council.  Since the Deputy Mayor in charge of planning is for-
mer Wandsworth Council leader Sir Edward Lister, all we can say is ‘watch this space’.  

Of course this is not the only big development we are watching on your behalf.   The 
Buildings Panel have recently objected to a revised, but no better, scheme for replacing 
Carlton House on Upper Richmond Road with, you guessed, 12 storeys of flats and too 
little replacement business space, much of which would be in the basement.  Part of the 
housing crisis is that whilst the developers here may be a housing association even they 
claim they cannot afford to include the affordable housing the Borough Plan demands. 

Half the height, but potentially as damaging, is a proposal to replace the low rise office 
block on the knuckle of Church Square.  All flats again, where now there are offices bring-
ing life to the area by day.  That these were obsolete and unlettable comes as a bit of a 
surprise to the charity who are the current tenants and want to stay.   What really 
matters here is that instead of stopping at the height of the nave, this would rise next to 
and compete with the tower of St Mary’s, our most important historic building. 

With the proposal to build flats above the back of Enoteca Turi also having been given 
consent recently, it’s time for a coherent vision for this end of the town centre.  Which is 
why we are supporting Better Putney and Justine Greening in working towards this - 
starting we hope with getting the council to stand up for policies already agreed.   ∎ 

Open 

Spaces 

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks  

020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

'Enable' - what will it mean? 

You may have read in the council's October Brightside, under the heading 'Staff mutuals 
start work', that some 300 council staff will form the new staff mutual 'Enable Leisure & 
Culture'.  They have taken over day to day responsibility for a range of council services - 
like our local parks and open spaces, Putney School of Art, etc. Just what it will mean for 
our local municipal open spaces is not clear - other than 'delivering savings to council-tax 
payers'. 

The Society's Open Spaces Panel has already been concerned about declining standards of 
maintenance in Wandsworth Park in recent times.  So, what will the new arrangements 
really mean?  Better or worse care of our Putney open spaces? We are trying to find out. 

Honey Locusts for Putney 

The Upper Richmond Road frontage of the new London Square block of flats (opposite the 
top of Oxford Road), has recently received its first new tree - one of five planned to be 
planted there.  It is a Honey Locust (Gleditsia Triacanthos 'Sunburst') - an attractive decidu-
ous tree with golden green foliage.  It is tolerant of air pollution and urban stress.  You can 
see an established Honey Locust tree next to the Post Office Sorting Office in Burston 
Road, just off the Upper Richmond Road. We wish the new trees well and hope they settle 
in their new home.  They will brighten up this bit of the South Circular! ∎ 

Quote of the Month: 
 ‘Where error is irreparable, repentance is useless.’ 
  Edward Gibbon, born Putney, 1737 

Decluttering 

Thanks to the persistence of a Putney Society member, Wandsworth council have agreed 
to pay for some of the redundant ‘phone boxes littering Putney High Street to be removed. 

mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com


Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242). www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Contacts—see website for full details 

Chair: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Sec’ty Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692 secretary@putneysociety.org.uk  

Website Editor: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, SW15 1HS  editor@putneysociety.org.uk 

Bulletin Editor: Charles Gillbe, 07769688690, cegillbe@gmail.com  

Membership: Chris Orriss, 020 8785 7115  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

Treasurer: Fiona McLachlan, treasurer@putneysociety.org.uk. 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

Putney Artists Show at Home 

Wandsworth Artists’ Open House returns for the first two weekends in October. Curi-

ous art-lovers will be able to wander freely around 37 homes and studios throughout 

Putney enjoying a rare opportunity to talk to the 68 artists and buy direct. There are 

ten categories including paintings, drawings, photographs, prints, sculpture, jewel-

lery and ceramics. Prices range from £20 up to £10,000, with most under £350. En-

try is free. All venues will open on 3 and 4 October from 11am to 6pm. Most will also 

open for the second weekend on 10 and 11 October, from 11am to 6pm. A trail map 

can be found at:  at www.putneyartists.org/  ∎ 

Putney Bridge by Margaret Knott 
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Recycling 
The Golden Ticket recycling booklet from the Council has been issued. Put your name on a 

ticket and put it in with your recycling – you could win £5000! We thought it a good idea to 

remind you of what can be recycled, and what can’t! Apparently there is an awful lot of wast-

age with the recycling, with people either putting the wrong things in the sacks, or not clean-

ing them enough. 

Aluminium foil/foil containers can’t currently be recycled, so it goes in general rubbish. 

Plastic bottles/jars must NOT have their plastic tops on, and the bottles should be rinsed 

out first. Plastic containers are ok (rinsed out), but NO plastic film, wrapping, plastic 

carrier bags, polystyrene, Styrofoam, toys, plant pots. 

Cooking oil – do NOT put down the drain. If you have a lot, you can save it up in empty 

tins/jars and take it to Smugglers Way. Alternatively you can make sure it’s mopped 

up by paper towel and then put in your ordinary rubbish. 

Paper, but NOT wet or dirty paper, NO SHREDDED paper, or hardback books. Do shred 

your bank statements and anything with your name and address on, but just tear of 

the relevant parts. Shredded paper can’t be recycled, so you only want to shred what 

you have to. 

Glass, but NO lids, tops or corks, Pyrex dishes, mirrors, window glass or broken glass. 

Large sweet/biscuit tins – don’t put in recycling, but they can be recycled at Smugglers 

Way in the scrap metal bin. 

If you have surplus (commercial and domestic): paper, fabric, card, plastic, widgets, buttons, 

trimmings, bubble wrap, foam, paint, carpet samples, wallpaper, fine wire, tubing, rope, sur-

plus art supplies and window dressings – almost anything that is left-over, clean and re-

useable and would otherwise go to incineration, land-fill or long-term storage, do contact The 

ScrapStore – 0208 682 4216, (info@workandplayscrapstore.org), in SW17. 

This is only a rough guide! For full details look at the Council’s website: http://

www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200502/what_you_can_recycle/311/how_do_i_reduce_recycle_or_get_rid_of 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Board Public Meeting 6 October 2015, 18.30:  Wandsworth Town Hall  

www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wandsworth-safer-neighbourhood-board-public-meeting-tickets-18362228921%20 
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