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Putney Society’s Annual General Meeting 
 

Our AGM will take place in the Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, on Thursday 20 March at 7.30 pm. Our guest speaker 
will be local Putney author Donough O’Brien (author of “Who? The most remarkable people you’ve never heard of”). At the 
AGM we elect the officers of the Society (Chair, Secretary and Treasurer) and up to 12 other members of the Executive 
Committee (EC). You can see how very busy we have been this year working on behalf of you, our members. We have 
four panels that monitor, respond and act on local civic issues – you read the convenors’ reports every month in the 
bulletin. We:  

 lobby those responsible for our local amenities and environment  

 arrange meetings for our members on topics of specific interest to the local community 

 organise social, cultural and heritage events for you to attend. 

 

We are all unpaid volunteers on the EC. We are very active because there is a lot to cover. We need committed and 
enthusiastic people on the Committee. Can you spare some time? Have you considered whether you would like to serve 
on the EC? Or could you nominate someone you know to become a member of the Committee?  

 

A nomination form is enclosed with, or attached to, this Bulletin. This is for nominations to the EC of members prepared 
to offer their input and time to the Society. The EC meets 12 times a year to plan the running of the Society, to discuss 
local issues, set and monitor budgets, plan events etc. This is your chance to get involved with our efforts to make Putney 
and Roehampton better places to live. Nominations need a proposer and seconder, who should also be members of the 
Society. Please send completed forms to the Secretary Judith Chegwidden - details on the form. 

 

Perhaps you don’t want to serve on the Executive, but maybe you could offer to help us in other ways (e.g. delivering 
leaflets, IT, marketing skills). Could you contribute in any way?  If you want some more information about the Committee 
or how you could help, please ring the Chair, Carolyn McMillan (details p. 4) or email cmcmill38@gmail.com 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thurs 20 Feb             Thames Panorama Meeting (see below)                                             7.30pm 
Thurs 27 Feb   Next members’ meeting,  St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge         7.30pm 
Wed 19 Feb  Putney Society visit to Two Temple Place (see Jan bulletin)        2.00pm 
Thurs 20 March Putney Society AGM, Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church         7.30pm 
 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 
 

A brave experiment? 
 
The ornamental pear trees planted in Putney High 
Street a year ago have died, but five replacement 
trees have just been planted - in the same planting 
holes.  These are flowering cherries, Prunus 
Amanagowa.  They have low-growing branches, so it 
is just as well that they have been given wire tree-
guards to protect them. They can be a very 
attractive, medium-sized, tree, growing well in 
sheltered gardens, but are they a suitable tree for the 
harsh environment of Putney High Street?   Are they 
robust enough to cope with 'anti-tree people'? Our 
new cherry trees are expected to be in full blossom 
in May, about the time of the borough council 
elections! 
We must all hope that this brave experiment is a 
success and that the trees grow well and are still 
there for many years to come. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 
 

Many thanks to the Putney Society member who 
called me last month but didn’t leave a number for 
me to call back.  What you saw happening at the 
old Post Office in Upper Richmond Road is soil 
testing.  There is already a planning consent for 
rebuilding this and the Council have been notified 
of impending demolition. The owners have now 
applied for a bigger version which we have 
objected to because more than half the flats 
proposed will have all of their rooms facing north 
directly above the main line railway.  Sadly, these 
are still likely to be approved, because when it 
comes to new homes, quantity seems to be more 
important than quality to Wandsworth Council.   

 

The Council’s expensively developed Local Plan 
sets standards for new homes, as does their newly 
adopted supplementary planning guide on Housing 
and the Mayor of London’s similar document.  But 
it seems that none of this matters compared to the 
potential income from the New Homes Bonus and 
Community Infrastructure Levy.  The money will be 
gone before we even see it, the resulting buildings 
will be there for a century or more.  Please tell your 
local Councillors this must stop.          

We have also lodged an objection to the proposed 
redevelopment of 28-30 High Street.  Once again 
no thought seems to have been given to making 
the new flats pleasant to live in.  These would be 
directly above a late night bar with access via an 
outside stair.  But what matters here is that the 
development means closing three long established 
local businesses, Enoteca  Turi, Be at One and 
Reed Employment.   

 

Unfortunately, there is no such bonus to the 
Council Tax coffers for business space.  Members 
who regularly look at the Society’s excellent 
website will have seen our recent letters to the 
leader of Wandsworth Council and his response 
effectively claiming that they want to preserve jobs 
in Putney, but can’t stop the losses.  That’s not 
what it says in the Local Plan, prepared at your  

           Thames Panorama Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Battersea Society has organised for a showing of a 
film on the Thames Panorama Project Thurs 20 Feb 
7.30pm at Royal College of Art, Dyson Building Lecture 
Theatre, 1 Hester Road. London SW11 4AN The project 
is creating a contemporary version of 1829 Leigh 
Panorama. Admission Free. NB— due to considerable 
interest in this meeting you will need to book a place if 
y o u  w i s h  t o  a t t e n d .  C o n t a c t : 
maureen.larkin2@btinternet.com 

mailto:maureen.larkin2@btinternet.com


News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater length 
on the website - address at bottom of p 6. Members are 
invited to attend panel meetings. Since space is limited 
in people’s houses, please contact convenor in advance. 
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NHS out of hours Dental facilities are now 
available. Herts Urgent Dental Care Ltd have 
been appointed to run the Emergency Dental 
Service in Wandsworth and the new service will 
be known as South West London Urgent Dental 
Care.  Triage phone number 0203 402 1333. 
Mon–Fri 5pm – 10pm. Weekends and Bank 
Holidays – 9am – 10pm. 

 

We were sad to hear that Wallace & Co has 
gone, but look forward to the new brasserie, 
Gazette, which will soon be opening on the old  
Strada site. 

 

The Library has new Friday opening hours – 

9am to 5pm.  

 

Tour of Putney Library – 30 Jan 11am-12pm, 
6.30-7.30pm, Feb 6, 2-3pm. You can see historic 
areas not usually accessible to the public – book 
a place at the Library.  

Wandsworth Libraries has added free music 
streaming to it’s online services http://
wandsworth.freegalmusic.com/homes/index - 
you need your card number and Pin ready. You 
can download three music tracks in MP3 format 
each week, and stream 3 hours each day at no 
cost. 

  

Cashino amusement arcade next door to Café 
Nero closed down. Ladbrokes bookmakers are 
going to move there from their current site on 
Putney Bridge Road. 

 

 We continue to look for more members – 
those with children and an interest in 

education in particular! 

 

 

 

  

expense, which they don’t seem willing to uphold.  
At least two major firms (Capsticks and Inghams) 
and lots of  smaller businesses have already gone 
elsewhere.  The result is more crowded trains and 
fewer shops in the High Street with no lunchtime 
trade from office workers to sustain them.   

 

The Localism Act (which Government now seems 
to wish it had never started), introduced the right for 
communities to ask the council to list ‘Assets of 
Community Value’.  These are facilities which can 
be protected from change of use and have to be 
offered to the local community before being sold.  
The few listed so far in Wandsworth have been 
mainly pubs, including one that has been sold to a 
group of local people as a result.  At the time this 
was introduced we couldn’t identify anything in 
Putney or Roehampton that needed to be listed this 
way.  Maybe we should look again?  Do members 
have any suggestions of community facilities that 
may be at risk, and that you would be willing to rally 
round to save?  

 

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 

Donations for homeless people 
If you have any warm clothes, jumpers, thick socks 
etc or toileteries, tooth paste, shampoo, tooth 
brushes deodorant etc that you would like to donate 
to the homeless (West London Churches Homeless 
Concern runs at St Mary's Putney Bridge on 
Monday nights until April), please drop them in to 
Berni at St Mary's. Also check on the Putney 
Society website, and PutneySW15 forum for 
updates..  
          

 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Feb 12  Wednesday  154 Putney High St  19.00 
   March 12    ditto 
 
Transport                            Feb 11  Tuesday   29 Oxford Rd   19.30 
   March 11     
 
Open Spaces  Feb       No meeting 
   March 6  Thursday  71 Festing Rd   19.00  
   
            
Community  Feb 13  Thursday   6 Norroy Rd   20.15 
   March 13      ditto 

http://wandsworth.freegalmusic.com/homes/index
http://wandsworth.freegalmusic.com/homes/index
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Transport Panel 
Convenor: David Irwin (020 780 5699) 

Airport Commission Interim Report 

 

The Commission’s interim report has recommended two 
options for expanding the capacity of Heathrow beyond the 
present cap of 480,000 flights per year. These are :- 

 

 Extending the existing northern runway to allow arrivals 
and departures to use it simultaneously. This would 
entail ending the half day respite achieved by the 
present system of runway alternation. 

 

 A new runway to the north of the existing northern 
runway.  This would enable respite periods to continue 
but would involve putting in place a new flight path 
which would bring noise to some communities (not 
Putney) for the first time.  

 

Heathrow Airport intend to carry out a public consultation to 
determine which option is preferred. A direct postal mail out 
will be sent to 120,000 households and businesses likely to 
be most impacted by the proposed plans. This is unlikely to 
include Putney as this is deemed not to suffer from noise. 
However, residents who don’t receive this mail are invited to 
respond on-line. You are urged to do so. 

In addition, the Commission recommended increasing the 
number of permitted flights between 5.00 am and 6.00 am 
in order to reduce delays occurring later in the morning. 
Whilst this would assist the operation of runway alternation, 
which is frequently ignored, the likelihood of being rudely 
awoken in the early hours is increased. Again, your 
objections are crucial. Please refer to the previous Bulletin 
to see how. 

The only good recommendation is abandonment of the 
“westerly preference” whereby flights arrive travelling in a 
westerly direction, against the prevailing wind. The 
preference dictates a westerly direction even if there is no 
wind or an easterly wind of less than 5 knots. As a result 
residents living to the east of Heathrow experience noise for 
approximately 75% of operational hours. 

 

Welcome to Nick Evans  
This month we welcome Nick Evans who has been co-
opted to serve on the Executive Committee. Nick has 
worked in publishing and marketing. He lives in 
Commondale and is active in community matters, including 
acting as spokesman for the Friends of Putney Common.  

Subscription for 2014 now due 

 

For members electing to pay subs by cheque, please 
send your 2014 subs to me at the address on the 
back page, making out the cheque to The Putney 
Society. Individual members are reminded that subs 
for postal bulletin are £13.50 and £11 for those elect-
ing to receive by email.  

Message from our Distribution Secretary 
As the cost of postage continues to increase, we 
would like to urge members to receive the bulletin by 
email. 
There is a cost reduction for those subscribing by 
email which reflects the cost savings to the Society. 
If you are interested in converting to E-bulletin please 
send a mail to me on bobbowmer@aol.com and I can 
amend your subscription. 
Thank you. 
Bob Bowmer 
 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman      Carolyn McMillan               38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS        0208 789 6692 

Secretary      Judith Chegwidden             Judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 

Membership      Bob Bowmer*               17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY        07793 296733 

Web Editor          Sue Rolfe                            rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor    Anna Thomsen                    anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

Have your Say! Become a member 
Contact: Bob Bowmer  

T: 07793 296733   

E: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Call for Artists/Crafts people 

Art on Putney Embankment – new market 

selling quality Art and Design-led Craft 

Wandsworth Borough Council / Putney Town Centre 

Partnership Board have announced that a unique, 

quality Art and Design-led Craft market is being 

planned to take place on Putney Embankment.  They 

are now seeking potential stallholders. It will run 

from 4 May 2014 and will continue on the first Sun-

day of the month throughout the year. 

For more information contact: Nicola Grant, Town 
Centre Projects Manager: 
ngrant@wandsworth.gov.uk 


