
Heathrow vs. Gatwick 
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The Bulletin 

On 11th November, the Airports Com-
mission published its assessment of  
proposals for additional runway capacity 
at Gatwick and Heathrow airports. We 
now have until 3rd February to respond 
to this detailed report. Our local MP, 
Justine Greening, is kicking off the  
consultation process by organising two 
meetings – one to cover the Gatwick 
option which was held on the 13 No-
vember and another, just as we go to 
press, on the two options at Heathrow 
on the 27 November.   

The Commission’s report examines in 
some detail the business case for each 
option, but it also looks at the impact of 
the additional runway capacity in terms 
of noise pollution, impact on the envi-
ronment, and sustainability.  The report 
is available online. 

At the meeting on 13th November, Cllr 
Govindia put the Wandsworth Borough 
Council case for supporting the Gatwick 
option, citing the good rail links to Gat-
wick from Clapham Junction,  the likely 

beneficial effect on the economy of 
south London, including Wandsworth 
and the need to ensure that there is no 
increase in night flights over the  
borough. Nick Dunn (CFO, Gatwick 
Airport Board) and Charles Kirwan-
Taylor,  Corporate  Affa i rs and  
Sustainability Director, presented the 
case for expansion at Gatwick. You can 
see their presentation on the Putney  
Society website.  

In setting out the case for an additional  
runway at Gatwick they concentrated on 
the advantages in terms of the numbers 
of people likely to be affected by noise 
pollution, the good rail infrastructure, 
linking Gatwick to London and the 
South Coast and the changing nature of 
air travel.  It is their contention that the 
need for “hub” airports is diminishing – 
and where it does still exist is rapidly 
moving eastwards to Dubai and its 
neighbours. An increasing proportion of 
air travel is point-to-point – and this 
market is particularly well served by the 
low cost airlines, the fastest growing 
sector in the air travel business and one 
where Gatwick plays a leading role. 

The Putney Society is setting up a 
Working Group to respond in detail 
to the consultation document and we 
will report further in future editions 
of the Bulletin, including a report on 
the meeting where the management 
of Heathrow presents its options.  

   
Upcoming Panel 

Meetings —  
all members  
welcome 

Community: 14 January 
at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 
1P (8.15pm) 

Transport: 13 January 
at 38 Disraeli Road, 
SW15 2DS  (7.30pm) 

Buildings: 14 January at 
154 Putney High Street, 
SW15 1RS (7.00pm) 

Open Spaces: 
13 January at 71 Norroy 
Road, SW15 1PH 
(7.00pm) 

 
Please check in advance 

with Panel Convenors as 

space may be limited. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Wandsworth Park - have your say 

Last June, the Society's report, 
Wandsworth Park - enhancing its  
future, was presented to the Society's 
members' Meeting at St Mary's 
Church. The report is available on the 
Society's website. 

We now learn that the council's Parks 
Team wants to know what we all think 
of the park. They have written to the 
Society to say: "The Parks Develop-
ment Team is about to launch a  
visitor survey at Wandsworth Park. 
We want to find out how the park is 
used and what sorts of improvements 

people might want to see there.  
Given the time of year this won’t be 
looking at maximum numbers but we 
really want to know which parts of the 
park people like to visit and the activi-
ties, whether quiet enjoyment or more 
physical action. We will also be ask-
ing for ideas towards making this a 
better park to visit.”   

Please take a look a the online  
survey, fill it in yourself, and I would 
appreciate your help in distributing 
the link more widely to anyone you 
know who may have an interest in  
the park—this can be found on the 
Council’s website. JH    

What do you think our Council’s  
priorities should be? Wandsworth has 

a list of priorities set out in the Core 

Strategy that forms part of the Local 

Plan. The Buildings Panel  
recently responded to a public  
consultation on changes to the Plan 

documents (some 500 pages overall). 

We read these so you don’t have to.  

Amongst the proposed changes 

Wandsworth want to delete from the 

Core Strategy priorities of “meeting 

housing need, improving the environ-

ment and transport and supporting 

active citizens as good neighbours”.  

Is this the real price of low Council 

Tax?  
 
It is becoming increasingly obvious 

that councils are no longer providing 

almost any affordable housing, which 

in London means within the reach of 

anyone without a six-figure salary.  

The Local Plan requires that 30 per 

cent of the new flats going up across 

Putney should be ‘affordable’ but in 

reality Wandsworth’s Planning  
Committee has approved most of the 

recent new towers with as little as 15 

per cent, much of that as shared  
equity, for which you still need 

£40,000 p.a. Many Putney Society 

members are fortunate enough to own 

their homes, but equally many of you 

are worried where the next generation 

will live. The Buildings Panel is  
proposing a debate on affordable 

housing in April, covering what is  
happening now, how more homes 

could be made available for locals and 

by whom.  More details in the New 

Year.  
 
Last month I mentioned that the panel 

have looked at a Putney Society 

Award for the best new building in 

SW15 – and even a wooden spoon for 

the worst? This prompted readers to 

send me details of the Hammersmith 

& Fulham and Richmond Society’s 

awards. Thanks to you all. 
 
There will be plenty of candidates, big 

and small, as the number of new  
developments increases. The cranes 

are now on site on three big schemes 

on the Upper Richmond Road, and in 

the last month we have seen previews 

of two more, including one where even 

a housing association say they can’t 

afford to build without selling more 

flats than they can keep to rent out. 

AC  

Buildings 
Panel 
Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 
ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

Open Spaces  
Panel 
Convenor:  

John Horrocks 
020 8789 2956 

john.horrocks10@ 
btinternet.com 

 

The Friends of Queen Mary’s Hospital are looking for a salaried 

bookkeeper/accountant for two mornings a week. If you think you 

can help tel. 020 8487 6798  or email friends.qmh@stgeorges.nhs.uk 

Why don’t you come 

to the Society’s after 

Christmas/ New Year 

lunch at 12.30pm on 

Saturday 17 January? 

All members  

welcome. Full details 

of how to pay and 

book on the website 

and in the leaflet with 

this Bulletin. 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/parks
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:friends.qmh@stgeorges.nhs.uk
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Putney Society Website – new 

‘Members’ Area’ to be introduced 

in December 

The Putney Society website is changing.  

Up until now our website (www.putneysociety.org.uk) 

content has been open to all, whether visitors are actually 

members or not.  However we are now introducing in De-

cember a “Members’ Area” where we can add new features. 

These will be accessible through a simple username/

password login.  

What will these “new features” actually be?  

Initially there will be two main features. New pages will relate 

to our areas of interest, such as Community, Buildings 

(including Planning), Transport, Open Spaces, Education 

and Social pages and ‘members only’ content will be  

available here. There will also be a ‘Bulletins’ page where 

members can download the most recent issues  

immediately.. We hope that you will tell us what you would 

like to see. 

We will also be introducing a ‘Putney Society Discussion 

Forum’ to enable you to exchange ideas, knowledge,  

opinion and information about Putney and Roehampton.  

This has an easy to use interface and you’ll be able attach 

files, save drafts, format text and much more. The Forum will 

only be accessible by Members and its use will be covered 

by a straightforward Code of Conduct. Because it can only 

be used by someone registered as a PS member hopefully 

there will be no opportunity for unwelcome guests or  

postings. 

When will all this happen? 

You will be getting an invitation to join email from Nick Evans 

(nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk) providing a link which 

takes you through to a short registration process. If you 

haven’t received this by about the 15th of December then let 

me know and I will send you one. 

NE 

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

The Eight Bells  

on the Lower  

Richmond Road, 

seen from a partly 

frozen River 

Thames and photo-

graphed by William 

Field around the 

time of Christmas 

1880. The pub was 

demolished in 

about 1883 as  

part of the road 

improvements 

connected with 

replacing the old 

Putney Bridge. 

With thanks to the 

Wandsworth  

Historical Society 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:nick.evans@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk
http://www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk


Page 4 

AROUND AND ABOUT IN THE BOROUGH AT CHRISTMAS 

Tuesday 2 December, 7pm 
 Eighth Annual Holly Lodge Centre Christmas Concert at  

St Mary Magdelene Church, Paradise Road, Richmond. 

Saturday 6 December, 12pm—3pm 
 All Saints’ School Christmas Bazaar. Festive fun for all. 

Saturday 6 December, 7pm—9pm 
 Music for a Winter’s Evening. Seasonal and other hymns  

performed by the PMC singers, PLOS and Arminian Ensemble at 

Putney Methodist Church, Gwendolen Avenue, SW15 6SN. 

Sunday 7 December, 3pm-3.30pm and 4pm-5pm 
 Friends of Fulham Palace Christmas Carol Concert in the  

outdoor Tudor Courtyard at Fulham Palace. 

Saturday 13 December, 7.30pm 
 A concert of traditional Swedish music for Lucia and Christmas 

with adult and children’s choirs from the Parish of Lerum in Sweden. 

At St Mary’s Church, Putney. 

Saturday 13 December, 7pm—10pm 
 Putney Choral Society present “A Very English Christmas” a full 

and thoughtful collection of music to celebrate Christmas at St 

Pauls’s Church, Augustus Road, SW19 6EW. 

New Year Resolution to  

Help in the Community 

Can you spare two or three hours 

one morning a week? Shopmobility 

is looking for volunteers. Disabled  

Clients are picked up from home by 

shuttle bus and taken to Sainsbury’s 

in Garratt Lane to do their shopping 

in Sainsbury’s and the Southside 

Shopping Centre. Volunteers are 

needed to push the wheelchairs and 

help with the shopping. For more 

information ring Wandsworth Shop-

mobility on 020 8875 9585, or talk to 

an experienced volunteer by ringing 

Sarah Morgan on 020 8788 6251. 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chair: Carolyn McMillan, 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Secretary: Judith Chegwidden, 020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans, 07793 559992  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS   
ncsevans@gmail.com 

Membership: Chris Orriss  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Panels  

Community Panel: Victoria Diamond, vickysw15@aol.com,  
 07746 022654  
Transport Panel: Stephen Luxford, Stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 

Open Spaces Panel: John Horrocks, johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com,  
 020 8789 2956 
Buildings Panel: Andrew Catto, ac@andrewcatto.co.uk,  
 020 8785 0077 

Community  
Panel 
Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 
07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

  

November has, so far, been quite a busy 

month, with police meetings, consultation 

meetings on mental health issues and much 

else. One of our members is working  
particularly hard on a project to raise  
awareness of Mental Health issues, and 

how to reach the 80% of needy people who 

are not at present being supported. We will 

report back fully at a later date.  

The police have reported an increase in 

shoplifting in the High Street, so be on 

your guard. If you see anything suspicious, 

report it to a security guard or a member of 

staff, and don’t approach the person  
directly. 

I would like to organise an essential First 

Aid class either in January or February -
probably with either the Red Cross or St 

John’s Ambulance. It just depends on  
numbers, availability of a venue, dates etc. 

Would those interested please email me at 

vickysw15@aol.com so I can get an idea 

of numbers please? The Red Cross say that 

there shouldn’t be more than 15 in a class, 

so it will be first come, first served! I would 

expect the cost to be between £35-£40 per 

person. It is more expensive to go to one of 

the official courses, and this way we can 

have a class locally for a lower cost.  VD 

http://www.stmgrts.org.uk
http://www.fulhampalace.org/christmas-at-fulham-palace/
http://www.putneychoralsoc.org.uk
http://www.wctbus.co.uk/shopmobility/
mailto:cmcmill38@gmail.com
mailto:judithchegwidden@gmail.com
mailto:ncsevans@gmail.com
mailto:membership@putneysociety.org.uk
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:stephen.luxford@nao.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com
mailto:vickysw15@aol.com

