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BRIDGE RE-OPENS ON 26  SEPT 

Congratulations to the Council and their 
contractors Conway for completing the 
£1.5m refurbishment two weeks ahead 
of schedule. Traffic will start to flow again 
on Friday 26th of September. The Grade II 
listed structure has been completely reno-
vated with special expansion joints added so 
that the bridge can expand and contract in 
hot and cold weather.  

The final work leading up to the re-opening 
includes new road markings, litter bins and 
new bus stops. The Bridge’s Victorian lamp 
columns, newly-restored, will be installed. 
The repairs to the wall damaged by a bus 
have been put in place.  

Additional work is also being carried out to 
improve the road surface at the bus stops 
north of the bridge. According to the Coun-
cil, these are badly rutted and in need of 
repairs, and although not originally included 
in the repair contract, will now be added to 
the works programme. Finally, the traffic 
lights at the junction with the Lower  
Richmond Road, which have been  
upgraded by Transport For London, will be 
switched back on. 

Transport spokesman Cllr Jonathan Cook 
said: “Once again I would like to thank the travel-
ling public for the great patience they have shown 
right from the start of these important repairs.”   

 

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE 
BATTLE AGAINST POOR AIR 
QUALITY? 

The Society will be holding a Members’ 
Meeting on Thursday 23 October at 
7.30pm in the Brewer Building at Queen 
Mary’s Church, near Putney Bridge 

Our aim for our October Members’ Meeting 
is to bring us up to date on the air quality 
challenge in Putney, most particularly of 
course on our High Street. The Bridge re-
opening will inevitably see the return of huge 
volumes of through traffic. This traffic 
brings with it serious levels of polluting 
emissions which can seriously damage our 
health. 

 A number of speakers will join us. Firstly, 
two leading members of King’s College  
London’s Environmental Research Group, 
Dr Ian Mudway, a Lecturer in Respiratory 
Toxicology in the Lung Biology Group and 
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Upcoming Panel Meetings — all members welcome 

  Community: 9 Oct at 6 Norroy Road, SW15 1P (8.15pm) 

  Transport: 14 Oct at 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  (7.30pm) 

  Buildings: 8 Oct at 154 Putney High Street, SW15 1RS (7.00pm) 

  Open Spaces: 2 Oct , 6 November at 71 Norroy Road, SW15 1PH (7.00pm) 

 

Please check in advance with Panel Convenors as space may be limited. 
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also Dr Ben Barratt, a Lecturer in Air 
Quality Science. Ian will remind us just 
what it is in our air that can damage human 
health and Ben will tell us more about air 
quality monitoring programmes. Ben  
recently co-authored a report for Wands-
worth Council analysing the performance 
of the many buses using our High Street 
that have been retro-fitted with SCR  
catalytic converters to reduce nitrogen diox-
ide emissions. He has also worked on a 
number of monitoring initiatives using  
volunteers ranging from MPs to members 
of the public to illustrate just what we are 
breathing in as we go about our daily busi-
ness. 

Secondly we will have Elliot Treharne, Air 
Quality Manager at the GLA, to tell us 
about the Mayor’s plans to combat our air 
quality problems; and we will have Cllr  
Jonathan Cook, Deputy Leader of Wands-
worth Council who leads on the Environ-
ment, to tell us of the Council’s current and 
planned initiatives. 

Finally there will be a panel discussion  
including all four speakers, plus Gavin 
Thomson from Client Earth, a legal advo-
cacy group focusing on environmental mat-
ters. 

This will be an excellent opportunity to 
learn more about this crucial issue and de-
bate ways in which we can all contribute 

towards improving our air quality.  

WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 

THE BATTLE AGAINST 

AIR POLLUTION? 

Members Meeting  

October 23 

After a long gestation over most of this 

year, Wandsworth Council’s Master-

plan for the Alton Estate is ready to be 

put to the Council and should be on 

line at www.wandsworth.gov.uk/

roehampton from 10th October.    

 

Expect not to recognise the area 

around Danebury Avenue in a few 

years time, particularly since the rede-

velopment proposed here will be in 

addition to the Mosaic Primary School 

and several new buildings on the  

Roehampton University campus given 

consent recently and in one case 

already on site. 

 

By the time you read this Putney 

Bridge should be open again.  I for 

one have enjoyed the quiet, the  

freedom to shop on both sides of the 

road, and the feeling that somehow 

the space was bigger, and wish it 

could have stayed shut.  At least one 

contractor has shown how to make 

progress. Congratulations to Conway.  

Could they please explain how it is 

done to Spencer Rail who still don’t 

seem to have an overall plan for  

Putney Station.  If we should find 

out where the ticket machines are 

going, how wheelchairs are supposed 

to get from the street to the concourse, 

or when, if ever, it will be finished we 

will let you know.   

 

Meanwhile the Building Panel needs 

the help of all members to resist a 

growing trend for house owners to cut 

themselves off from the street behind 

high walls ‘for security’. Ironically this 

is not just unsightly for neighbours 

(which is why the Society objects to 

these applications), but goes directly 

against Police advice.  Why hide the 

burglar from view as he breaks in?  

Where we come in, and need your 

vigilance, is that too many of these are 

being built without consent. The Coun-

cil’s enforcement officer is willing to 

intervene, but overstretched, and 

needs YOU to tell us when this hap-

pens so that he can act.  Please email 

if you’d like to help. In the last two 

weeks we have written to oppose 

retention of one white rendered exam-

ple in a local Conservation Area, and 

to urge refusal for another block of 

flats.   Andrew Catto.  

Buildings 

Panel 

Convenor:  

Andrew Catto 

ac@andrewcatto.co.uk 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton
http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton
mailto:ac@andrewcatto.co.uk
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A 'FRIENDS OF WANDSWORTH 

PARK' TAKES SHAPE 

The Society's June Members' Meeting on 

Wandsworth Park, when the Society's 

report on the Park was presented, saw the 

initial move to create a 'Friends of Wands-

worth Park' - taking a lead from the highly 

successful Friends of Battersea Park. Since 

then, two open meetings at the Cats Back 

pub in Northfields have been held at which 

Park users have been able to air their views 

about the Park.  From these discussions, a 

Steering Committee of Pat Gross, Sue 

Jones and Elizabeth Crowther-Hunt has 

been formed to progress matters and  

prepare for a properly constituted body. 

A further open meeting is being planned 

for November.  To get on the mailing list, 

so you can be kept informed, please email:  

friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com.  

 

FROM HAMPSTEAD HEATH TO 

PUTNEY HEATH ... 

The Open Spaces Panel is organising the 

Society's Members' Meeting for Thursday 

27 November, 7.30pm at St Mary's 

Church.  The newly appointed Chief Exec-

utive of the Wimbledon & Putney Com-

mons Conservators, Mr Simon Lee, has 

been invited to give an illustrated talk on 

moving from being in charge of Hamp-

stead Heath (employed by the City of 

London Corporation) to taking over re-

sponsibility for running Putney Heath .and 

Putney Lower Common and Wimbledon 

Common. How is he settling in his new 

job? What have been the challenges? Is 

there much difference between Hampstead 

Heath and Putney Heath? 

More detail in the next Bulletin. Note the 

date in your diary.  

Open Spaces  

Panel 

Convenor:  

John Horrocks 

020 8789 2956 

johnhorrocks10@ 

btinternet.com 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The Putney Society welcomes letters from Members which should be posted to the  

Editor—Nicholas Evans, 29 Commondale, Putney, London SW15 1HS or emailed to 

ncsevans@gmail.com.  Please bear in mind that space is limited and we reserve the 

right to shorten letters if necessary and that publication is not always guaranteed. 

September 2014 

Dear  Nick, 

Residents of Putney living under the southern flight path will 

know what it means to be woken at 4.30am by a noisy jet. 

That situation is going to be considerably worsened if the 

Airports Commission under Sir Howard Davies recom-

mends at least one new runway for Heathrow. 

In a report sent to the Commission by Heathrow, there was 

an appendix which revealed that residents under the south-

ern flight path would lose almost four hours of peace if the 

new runway is given the go-ahead. Such residents currently 

enjoy an eight hour break when planes switch runways at 

3pm. 

HACAN’s chairman claimed that some areas would have  

 

planes passing overhead every ninety seconds for a 

“nightmarish 13 hours a day”. 

In the Daily Telegraph of 3rd September Boris Johnson, the 

Mayor of London, claimed that the Tories were gearing up 

for an about turn, after the Commission rejected Mr John-

son’s proposals for a new 4 runway hub airport in the 

Thames Estuary, The Evening Standard of the 4th August 

reported that the Conservatives are likely to drop their 2010 

pledge to rule out a third runway when they publish their 

2015 manifesto. 

Members of the Society may wish to query this with Justine 

Greening, MP for Putney. 

Yours sincerely  

David Radcliffe 

 

mailto:friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com
mailto:ncsevans@gmail.com


FUN DAY BY THE RIVER 

We had a lovely day on our stand in Church Square. We were 

in an excellent position facing in to the Square and were sur-

rounded by lots of children’s activities, such as puppet shows, 

face painting, funfair rides, Radio Jackie etc.  

We attracted a fair bit of attention too, with many people com-

ing to talk to us about the Society, pollution,  

the different Panels and the areas each covered. Twenty peo-

ple signed up by the end of the day, which is a record for us! 

Justine Greening came to say hello as she was  

fortunate to be able to spend a couple of hours mingling with 

her constituents, away from her demanding job,  

particularly at this busy time with all the worldwide crisis points. 

Jonathan Callaway was interviewed by Radio Jackie and did 

an excellent job promoting the Society.          

Putney Society Members Hillary Callaway, Victoria Diamond, 

John Farrer with the Mayor of Wandsworth, Cllr Stuart Thom. 

 

 

We also had a raffle, with a Gurley print for 1st prize (won by A. 

Rushton), two prints by local artist Julianna Franchetti for 2nd 

prize (won by K. Handy), and a print of Spitalfields Market as 

3rd prize (won by E. Kelly): see pictures below left.  

Page 4 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chair: Carolyn McMillan   38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  020 8789 6692  cmcmill38@gmail.com  

Secretary: Judith Chegwidden  020 8788 4489  judithchegwidden@gmail.com  

Bulletin Editor & Website: Nick Evans  29 Commondale, Putney SW15 1HS  ncsevans@gmail.com  

Membership: Chris Orriss  membership@putneysociety.org.uk  

PUTNEY SOCIETY WEBSITE: www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Panels  

Community Panel: Victoria Diamond, vickysw15@aol.com,  

 07746 022654  

Transport Panel: c/o Carolyn McMillan, cmcmill38@gmail.com 

 

 

Open Spaces Panel: John Horrocks, johnhorrocks10@btinternet.com,  

 020 8789 2956 

Buildings Panel: Andrew Catto, ac@andrewcatto.co.uk,  

 020 8785 0077 

Community  

Panel 

Convenor:  

Victoria Diamond 

07746 022654 

vickysw15@aol.com 
 

AROUND AND ABOUT IN THE BOROUGH 

Something Wicked Theatre Presents: 

MURDER IN THE CATHEDRAL by T.S. Eliot - October 8-11 

at St. Mary’s Church, Putney. Tickets £14 (Concessions £10) 

SomethingWicked.ticketsource.co.uk 

Fulham’s APPLE DAY CELEBRATION returns to  

Fulham Palace on Sunday 19 October 11am—3pm 

Ruth Mcleod of Wandsworth Library is running a Weekly Blog 

on WW1 
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