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       Next Society Meeting 
 

         Thursday 24 October at 7.30pm    
 

              St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge 
 

                Knocking the corners off the Square Mile 

 
As City Planning Officer for the past 28 years, our speaker, Peter Rees, has presided over the 
transformation of the City of London from a boring 9 to 5 workplace to a vibrant 21st century world 
business centre.  Office towers with unusual nicknames like the Cheese-Grater and Walkie-Talkie are 
emerging in the eastern part of the square mile.  Cheapside is re-inventing itself as the City’s High 
Street, catering for shoppers 7 days a week.  6,000 extra hotel rooms have been approved, numerous 
pocket parks have been created or re-landscaped and streets are being upgraded to favour the 
pedestrian.  Many of the City’s award-winning commercial buildings now feature in tourist guidebooks as 
outstanding examples of contemporary architecture.  The rooftops of these new structures often provide 
restaurants, bars or public viewing terraces.  Whereas the pubs closed by 8pm in the mid-eighties, the 
City now parties into the small hours, even at weekends.  This resurrection of London’s world business 
and financial centre has taken place within its historic core. The City's 2,000 years’ experience as a 
trading centre stands us in good stead for a sustainable future.  Workers and tourists appreciate the 
combination of exciting modern buildings and the medieval alleyways, pubs and Wren churches.  As a 
result of this planned transformation, City offices are now fully occupied and property investors from 
around the globe are fighting to own a slice of this gilt-edged real estate.  
 
This illustrated talk is an open meeting for Society members and friends.  The Putney Pantry will be 
open before the meeting for refreshments. 
 
An essential meeting for all those with an interest in the City of London. 
 

The Putney Society 

Visit to THE CINEMA MUSEUM 

The Master’s House, 2 Dugard Way, London SE11 4TH 

Thursday, 31 October 2013  Time: 2pm  Price: £8pp 

 

The Cinema Museum in Kennington is a charitable organisation 
founded in 1986 and has a collection of memorabilia and artefacts preserving the history and 

grandeur of over a century of cinema.  It will bring back memories of ‘going to the pictures’. 

It is housed in the old Lambeth Workhouse (where Charlie Chaplin lived as a child when his 

mother faced destitution). 

Our tour will commence at 2pm and will last about one and a half hours.  It is easily accessible by 

public transport. 

To book your place please send a SAE together with your name, phone number and email 
address, together with a cheque for £8.00 made payable to: ‘The Putney Society’, to Maureen 

Howley, 1 Elystan Court, 121 Howards Lane, London SW15 6QH.  Please book early. 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
 

Thurs 24 Oct             Members’ Meeting. City of London planning officer                        7.30-9pm  
Thurs 31 Oct             Visit to Cinema Museum, The Master’s House, SE11 4TH      2pm  
Thurs 21 Nov  Members’ Meeting. Justine Greening on international aid      7.30-9pm 
Sat      14 Dec             The Putney Society Christmas Lunch         12.30pm    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Putney Society 

Christmas Lunch 

Saturday, 14 December at 12.30pm: £23 pp. 

The Society’s Christmas Lunch will be held on 
Saturday 14 December from 12.30pm at Wallace 
& Co Restaurant at 146 Upper Richmond Road 
(close to the corner with Oxford Road). A two course 
meal (starter and mains) will be served with coffee 
and mince pies to follow. The owner of the restaurant 
is the well-known Gregg Wallace who is currently co-
presenter of the BBC’s Masterchef series and the 
author of two cookery books. The restaurant has 
recently undergone a refurbishment and appointed a 

new head chef. 

Cost is £23 per head but this does not include drinks 

- these can be purchased at the restaurant. 

We are sure that this will be a popular event with our 
members. As tickets are strictly limited please send a 
S.A.E with your selection from the menu (see 
below) plus a cheque for £23 per person made out 
to: The Putney Society and send to Bob Bowmer 
at: 17 Felsham Road, London SW15 1AY. Thank 

you. 

Starters 

Chestnut soup truffle oil □ 

Potted shrimp □                                                

Sweet potato croquettes □  

Ham hock terrine □               

Mains 

Roast Norfolk Turkey breast and leg, pigs in blankets 

and all the trimmings □   

Confit duck, dauphinoise potatoes and braised red 

cabbage □ 

Seabass, potato pancake □ 

Pumpkin risotto, sage butter □ 

2 courses plus coffee and mince pies £23 a head  

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 
 

Those High Street trees.  What now? 
 

Last December, the borough council planted 5 
trees in Putney High Street.  They are ornamental 
pear trees, Pyrus Chanticleer.  There is an 
established example of this tree on the wide High 
Street pavement outside Jubilee House, by the 
Odeon Cinema - where it is doing well.  Trees in 
the High Street could, it is hoped, help to absorb 
some of the dreadful air pollution for which our 
High Street is notorious. 
Everyone was very sad when, last Spring, the 
trees failed to come into leaf.  The council's Tree 
Officer suggested that the trees were suffering 
shock at being transplanted and that, after a time, 
they might recover and produce leaves.  But there 
is still no sign of this happening. 
So, are the trees dead? Most people seem to think 
so - and are wondering what should be done now. 
If the trees are to be replaced, then National Tree 
Planting Week, late in November, would be the 
best time to do it.  Perhaps fresh topsoil needs to 
be put in the planting holes to give the trees a 
better chance of success? 
Some would argue that the High Street's 
environment is so hostile to trees that any attempt 
to establish trees there is futile.  It might be better 
to look for planting sites in the side streets off the 
High Street.  The flowering trees in Lacy Road, 
planted when Putney Exchange was built, have 
done well.  So have the London Planes, just off the 
High Street, in the wide pavement in Putney Bridge 
Road.  These were planted at the request of the 
Putney Society. Look at the Plane trees in the 
Upper Richmond Road (opposite the old Putney 
Post Office), by The Fox PH - they are doing very 
well indeed.  So, we can have success growing 
trees in Putney town centre - the evidence is there. 
 
What do you think the council should do now?  We 
will pass on your views to the council's Tree 
Officers.  Please phone or email the 
Panel:  john.horrocks10@btinternet.com 

mailto:john.horrocks10@btinternet.com


News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater length 
on the website - address at bottom of p. 6 Members are 
invited to attend panel meetings. Since space is limited 
in people’s houses, please contact convenor in advance. 
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Buildings Panel 
Convenor:  Andrew Catto (020 8785 0077) 

 

Did you know there were badgers  living in 
Putney?  Nor did I until failing to publish a report 
about badgers on their planning website meant 
that Wandsworth Council have had to postpone 
granting planning permission for the housing 
development that will fund the restoration of Elliot 
School as the Ark Academy.  We’ve already had 
to comment this year about inefficient handling of 
planning applications, but this was a new one.   
At least the repair work to this listed school 
buildings now has consent, after extensive 
consultation with the Society, English Heritage 
and others.   

Other schools news is that Wandsworth have 
agreed to the St John Bosco College being 
demolished to make way for more homes, 
despite the Society having told them that this 
was probably the last available site big  enough 
for a new primary school.  Didn’t Councillor 
Tracey tell the Society’s meeting last October 
that they were looking for sites like this?  
Meanwhile Wandsworth are still a long way from 
resolving the issues over the proposed school on 
the Putney Hospital site.   

I reported earlier in the year that Eric Pickles had 
introduced a temporary extension to ‘Permitted 
Development’ which allows your neighbours to 
build some very permanent extensions up to 
eight metres (26 feet) deep behind their houses.  
Also allowed for three years is the conversion of 
offices into flats, several of which have now been 
agreed in Putney, mostly in newish buildings 
rather than the obsolete space this was aimed at.  
Don’t tell our landlord, or my High Street office 
may be next.   Meanwhile local shopkeepers are 
already complaining about lost trade from the 
disappearance of offices on the Upper Richmond 
Road where over 400 flats are in the course of 
construction.   Now the Government is consulting 
on allowing empty shops to be converted to 
homes.  Should we oppose this on the basis that 
once gone, they won’t come back as shops?   

 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Oct  9  Wednesday  Sainsbury’s Werter Rd 19.00 
   Nov 13            ditto 
Transport                       Oct  2  Wednesday   28 Howard’s Lane  19.30 
   Nov 6            tbc 
Open Spaces  Nov 7  Thursday                        71 Festing Rd                19.30   
 

            
Community  Oct 10  Thursday   6 Norroy Rd                   20.15 
   Nov 14             ditto 

 Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 

We are looking for more members to join us at our panel 
meetings– two hours one evening a month is all that’s 
needed! If you’re interested in what’s happening to our 
local police service, your GP’s practice and NHS 
changes, the library, licensing, and many topics other 
Panels don’t cover then please do come and share your 
thoughts and ideas. It’s not boring!! 

Following cuts to the Metropolitan Police Service a 
new Local Policing Model will have launched on 16 
September. The Borough will be divided into three areas 
with the emphasis on community policing.  Putney, 
Wandsworth and Roehampton comprise Area 1 led by 
Inspector Jayme Johnson. Each Safer Neighbourhood 
Team Sergeant will now work across two Wards 
although there will be some officers and PCSOs 
dedicated to each Ward. The next Public Safer 
Neighbourhood meeting for Thamesfield is on October 
15th at 7pm, Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church at which 
the new plans may be presented in more detail.  

Friends of Putney Library: The launch meeting of the 
Friends will be held on 17 October at 7.30pm in Putney 
Library. You are invited to hear the plans for the Friends' 
group. Nigel Williams will talk about Unfaithfully Yours, 
his new comedy set in Putney and, as an author, his 
views on libraries. Refreshments available: all welcome. 
Electronic NHS Summary Care Records. The NHS 
want an online summary care record which will include 
the following info: name, d.o.b, NHS number, address, 
your medication, allergies, and any other details you 
want to add. YOU have to ask for extra information to be 
included.  This could be used when you’re away from 
home in another part of England, or if your GP Practice 
is closed. They’re trying to be very careful about who will 
be able to see this information – and medical staff will 
have to ask you first before they can look at it, unless 
you’re unconscious or there’s a court order. If you’re 
NOT happy with this, and want to opt out, then you have 
to let your GP practice know and fill out an opt-out form. 
More information www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk  or 
www.pals.nhs.uk  
Our Members Meeting on 21 November will have 
Justine Greening MP talking to us about Overseas Aid. 

http://www.nhscarerecords.nhs.uk/
http://www.pals.nhs.uk/
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Help regenerate Roehampton 

 
Anyone with an interest in Roehampton should try to 
play a part in the current exercise which is seeking to 
regenerate Roehampton.  The borough council's 
planning consultants, appointed to come up with 
proposals for the future of the west Alton Estate area, 
have now published their initial findings.  They have 
produced options for the area's development and are 
seeking reactions to these outline proposals.  The 
proposals range from quite modest enhancement 
ideas to very radical proposals for change on the 
Estate.  Extensive redevelopment is being 
offered.  There is a six-week consultation period 
running to the end of October asking what you think of 
the options. 

 
Drop-in sessions are being held, every Monday to 
October 21, from 4pm to 7pm - in Roehampton 
Library, Danebury Avenue.  The option drawings will 
be on display and the masterplanning team will be 
there to talk to you. 
 
See the counci l ' s websi te  for  more 
information:  www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton 
Or phone 8-871-6207 to talk to someone about this 
project. 

 
The Society is preparing a considered response to the 
option proposals. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Have your Say! Become a member 
Contact: Bob Bowmer  

T: 07793 296733   

E: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman      Carolyn McMillan               38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS        0208 789 6692 
Secretary      Judith Chegwidden             Judith.chegwidden@gmail.com 
Membership      Bob Bowmer*               17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY        07793 296733 
Web Editor          Sue Rolfe                            rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor    Anna Thomsen                    anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
Website: www.putneysociety.org.uk    *email: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 

Letters to Editor. We try to deal with issues in 
panel meetings due to lack of space in bulletin. 
We will occasionally publish letters. Please keep 
to 150 words and send to Chairman at address 
below. 

Transport Panel 

Acting Convenor: David Irwin  (020 8780 5699) 

The Panel continues campaigning for 2 way cycling on 1 
way streets adjacent to the High Street and 20mph on 
residential streets. On 16th of September the Council agreed 
that contraflow cycling is to be trialled on various streets in 
the borough, none of which are in Putney. It also decided 
that a 20 mph speed limit might be introduced on streets 
providing that existing traffic conditions warrant change, and 
at least 25% of residents are supportive. Fawe Park Road, 
where 83% of respondents agreed to 20 mph (following 
canvassing by the Society), was not considered. The panel 
is also discussing with TfL, Wandsworth and 
Hammersmith/Fulham Councils about the possibility of 
installing cycle ramps on the steps up to the pedestrian 
walkway attached to District Line bridge over the Thames. 

It’s  Malcolm’s Tree 
 
Malcolm Andrews, who served as the Society's Chairman in 
the 1990's and worked especially hard with our Transport 
and Buildings Panels, died last year.  In his work as an 
architect, Malcolm often incorporated London Plane trees 
into his housing schemes and Malcolm's house in Charlwood 
Road had a Plane tree in the front garden - planted by 
Malcolm and Wendy, his wife. 
Last winter, the Society paid, from our Tree Fund, for the 
borough council to plant a Plane tree in Roehampton Lane 
adjacent to Queen Mary's Hospital.  There is room there for 
the tree to grow to a large size - to complement the lofty 
hospital building adjoining.  The Society's Executive 
Committee decided that this tree should be dedicated to 

Malcolm Andrews in honour of his contribution to our 
amenity endeavours. 
On a gloriously sunny day, late in August, a small group of 
Malcolm's family, his architectural practice partner's family 
and Society members, gathered round the tree to pay tribute 
to Malcolm and his work.  Tea and cakes in the QMH 
refectory's secluded courtyard, afterwards, rounded off a 
delightful occasion!    

STOP PRESS: Due to water seepage damage on Putney 
Bridge major works are required. Either the bridge will 
be fully closed for 6 months or partially closed (half) 

for 9 months (expected date 2015). 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/roehampton
http://www.putneysociety.org.uk

