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Members’ Meeting 
Thursday 26 

 
April at 7.30pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

Buses and Air Quality in Putney 
 

Putney Society‘s own air pollution survey last year showed high levels of harmful pollutant gas, 
nitrogen dioxide, in and around Putney High Street. Bus exhaust is the main source of nitrogen 
dioxide in this locality. Cleaner, less-polluting buses are to be introduced along some local routes 
soon.  

 

We have arranged for experts to tell us more. Mike Weston, head of buses for Transport for Lon-
don and his environmental assistant, Finn Coyle, will speak about the new diesel-hybrid buses 
they are introducing in London. 

Members’ Meeting 
Thursday 19

 
April at 8 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 
 

London Assembly Election Hustings 
 

On Thursday 3
 
May we will be voting not only for our new Mayor but also for members of the 

London Assembly.  The voting system is more complex than for general elections: For Mayor we 
get first and second preference votes, for our local constituency (Merton and Wandsworth) we 
get to vote for one candidate and for a London-wide Assembly Member we get another vote  
either for a political party or for an independent member.  
 
Our London Assembly Hustings evening will provide the opportunity to meet the candidates of all 
the major parties for Merton and Wandsworth constituency.  We have invited the four who have 
so far been nominated, Richard Tracey AM (Conservative), Leonie Cooper (Labour), Lisa 
Smart (Liberal Democrat) and Roy Vickery (Green).  Further invitations may be issued depend-
ing on which further parties decide to contest the seat. 
The meeting is open to all members and friends and we will also be inviting members of fellow 
amenity societies in the two boroughs to join us.  
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Saturday      7 April   The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race        (below) 

Sunday      8 April & 13 May  Car Boot Sales, Queen Mary‘s Hospital        (below) 

Tuesday  17 April   ‗Rigoletto’ relayed live from The ROH, Odeon Putney       (below) 

Thursday  19 April   GLA Hustings Meeting, The Brewers Building, St Mary‘s Church         (page 1) 

Thursday  26 April   Members‘ Meeting, The Brewers Building, St Mary‘s Church      (page 1) 

Friday—Sunday 27—29 April  Swimathon 2012, Putney Leisure Centre        (below) 

The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 7th April 2012 at 2:15pm, the 158th Oxford and 
Cambridge Boat Race in London will take place. 
 
Once the race starts at Putney Bridge you will be able to view the 
action from giant screens located nearby in Bishops Park. 
 
For more information on The Boat Race please visit:   

W: www.theboatrace.org 

Odeon Putney 

‘Rigoletto’ relayed live from The Royal Opera House 

Tuesday, 17 April at 7.15pm 

Do you know that Odeon Putney is now relaying some live 
performances from the National Theatre and The Royal 
Opera House?  

In Rigoletto, Verdi charts the fate of his larger-than-life 
characters – the tormented jester trying to avenge himself 
on his heartless playboy employer the Duke of Mantua, 
who has carelessly seduced Rigoletto’s innocent daughter 
Gilda. Based on Victor Hugo‘s controversial play, ‗Le Roi’. 

T:   08712244007 

W: www.odeon.co.uk 

 

The Friends of Queen Mary’s Hospital 

CAR BOOT SALES 

Car boot sales at Queen Mary‘s Hospital, SW15 5PN 

Sunday, 8 April and Sunday, 13 May (and every second 

Sunday of the month until December) 

Open to vendors from 7.30am     

£10 a car  £15 a large van.   
Buyers from 8.30am 

W: www.qmhfriendscarboot.co.uk 

 

 

Swimathon 2012 

Putney Leisure Centre London SW15 1BL 

Friday 27 April 2012 to Sunday 29 April  

The world's biggest fundraising swim hits 650 pools across 
the UK between 27-29 April. Swimathon Weekend 
participants swimming for Marie Curie Cancer Care can 
choose from the 5k, 2.5k or Team 5k challenges and those 
opting to raise money for the ‗Big Splash Mile for Sport 
Relief‘ can take part individually or as part of a team to 
complete the Mile. 

Please check Putney Leisure Centre‘s session times on 
the website. Entry costs between £6 - £10.  

T:  0845 36 700 36 

W:  www.swimathon.org 

 

Captain Oates:  Antarctica’s Tragic Hero 

Talk by Michael Smith (author of ‗I am just 
going outside: the tragedy of Captain Oates‘ 
published by The History Press) 

W: www.micksmith.co.uk 

Tuesday, 29 May 7.30pm 

All Saint’s Church, Putney Common, 

SW15 1HL 

Organised by the Putney Society - whose blue plaque 
commemorating Oates can be seen at 307 Upper Rich-

mond Road 

Putney's most heroic son Lawrence Oates lived until aged 
eleven on the Upper Richmond Road. He worshipped at both 
All Saints and St Margaret's and attended the then Putney 
based Willington School. 

Everyone knows the phrase ―I am just going outside and may 
be some time‖, but few know about Captain Oates, the ex-
plorer who died in the Antarctic ice with Captain Scott 100 
years ago and was born in Putney in 1880.  This Eton-
educated officer in an elite cavalry regiment was recom-
mended for the VC during the Boer War, but bored with the 
army, he paid the equivalent of £50,000 from his own pocket 
to join Scott‘s South Pole expedition.  As an outsider on the 
Royal Navy-dominated expedition, he clashed with Scott.  He 
limped to the Pole due to an old war wound leaving one leg 
one inch shorter. He was also the only member of the party 
who chose the precise moment to die – his birthday!  

 

FREE but advance booking essential: Send SAE to Hugh 

Thompson, 54 Festing Rd, SW151LP 

E:  scribbler2000@yahoo.com  T:  0208 788 8771 

http://www.theboatrace.org/
http://www.ilondon.co.uk/cinemas/venue_link/55
http://www.qmhfriendscarboot.co.uk/
http://www.swimathon.org
http://www.micksmith.co.uk


 

 

News from the Panels: 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings and raise issues 
they feel need to be discussed.  However,  since space is 
limited in people’s houses please contact convenor in advance. 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings   April  11  Wednesday  Sainsbury‘s, Werter Road  7pm 
   May 9  Wednesday  Sainsbury‘s, Werter Road  7pm 
    
Transport  April 3  Tuesday   9 Charlwood Road   7.30pm 
   May 8  Tuesday   tbc    7.30pm 
 
Open Spaces  April 5  Thursday   54 Festing Road   8.15pm 
   May 3  Thursday   tbc    8.15pm 
 
Community  April 12  Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8.15pm 
    May 10  Thursday   6 Norroy Road   8pm  

Transport Panel  

Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328)  

Air Quality in Putney High Street 

We are very busy on this subject and have arranged a Monthly 
Member Meeting for 26th April to put all our members in the 
picture. Mike Weston, head of buses for Transport for London 
and his environmental assistant, Finn Coyle, will speak about 
the new diesel-hybrid buses they are introducing and I hope to 
have a lecturer from Aston University to speak about all electric 
buses. 

Putney Station 

The Society‘s Executive met with Network Rail to hear about 
the ―Access for All‖ works proposed with installation of lifts and 
a larger foyer extending eastwards.  More details of this 
scheme can be seen on the WBC planning website under 
Planning Application No. 2012/0778. The cross passage will be 
three to four times wider and a street level extension will go 
half way down platforms 2 and 3. There will be sloping access 
from the foyer onto the street pavement. The programme is: 

May                                 Receive tenders 

June/July                 Award contract 

After that                 More consultations and details completed. 

Late autumn                  Work starts 

 

Temporary access during building works will be quite 
disruptive. A temporary bridge will be provided between 
platforms and at least two staircases will be kept open at any 
one time. A similar scheme is currently under construction at 
Earlsfield Station if you want to see it. The Transport Panel will 
keep a close eye on this project – particularly the temporary 
disruption, but I am sure we welcome the scheme which will 
much improve access to the platforms 

20s Plenty 

Thanks go to those members who produced more signatures 
for the petition. We are continuing this campaign. 

Cycling 

There has been a particularly sad death of a child cyclist 
recently in Kingston. While cycling is to be encouraged on 
health and carbon emission grounds, we are concerned about 
cycling safety. What should we be doing about it? The 
Transport Panel will be discussing this at our next meeting. Any 
members interested in this are welcome to attend. 

Lytton Grove Traffic 

Although the panel accepts that there is a severe traffic 
problem in Lytton Grove we are not going to recommend any of 
the schemes in the WBC consultation as there is a clash of 
interest between members living in Lytton Grove and 
surrounding streets. 

 

Buildings Panel 

Convenor:  John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

 

Elliott School: big issues 

The future of Elliott School on the Ashburton Estate has 
become a major issue with some very complex matters to be 
discussed and resolved. 

 

The condition of the school building has been allowed to 
deteriorate to the point where it is a serious health and safety 
issue.  People using the building may be at risk. 

 

The council claims that it needs to sell off about half the school 
site (for residential redevelopment) to raise the funds to enable 
the school to be refurbished.  The sale would involve the 
demolition of a Grade II listed section of the school.  English 
Heritage won‘t be pleased about that.  The redevelopment of 
the school grounds involves the loss of outdoor recreation 
facilities - something the Government is opposed to. 

 

The school is proposed to become an ARK Academy next 
September.  What do the parents and pupils think of that? 

 

The school's immediate need is to build a temporary 
'portacabin' school to accommodate all the pupils whilst     the 
main building is refurbished: two huge 'boxes' of classrooms 
are being proposed, in a current planning application, to go on 
the open space next to Hayward Gardens.  The environmental 

impact of this will be significant. 

The residential redevelopment is likely to involve tall buildings 
which will impact on the adjoining Manor Fields (to the east), 
the Haywards Gardens flats (to the south) and Westleigh 
Avenue houses (to the north). 

 

The Society is fully involved in the discussions on all these 
issues and will be following developments closely. 

 

There are public meetings to discuss these issues at 
Putney Library on Thursday 12 April and Tuesday 17 April 

at 4pm. 
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News from the Panels continued: 

  

Community Panel 

Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

We are attending as many of the meetings relating 
to Wandsworth Clinical Commissioning Group 
as possible and aim to keep Society members up 
to date with what is a very complex set of issues. 
The Putneymead patient group is working well, and 
has made a difference in the improvement of 
patient customer care issues. It is vital others join 
panels at their own surgeries if the community is 
going to have any say in how £500 million is to be 
spent on health care in Wandsworth. Above the 
level of the patient groups, but attended by patient 
representatives, LINKS makes proposals to the 
commissioning group. It currently has been 
advocating priority of care be given to 13 specialist 
areas such as mental health, falls, teenage 
pregnancy, smoking, cardiovascular, cancer, 
dental, child immunisation, obesity, diabetes and 
substance abuse.  

 

St Mary’s night shelter has been an enormous 
success, with 35 homeless off the streets for 2 
months. For further information on what donations 
are still needed and how much longer they will stay 
open, contact Linda on 020 8780 3170 or 
linda@ideas21.co.uk.   

 

Elliot School. Consultation closes 25 May, with 
14th and 17th April dates for Developers exhibition. 
More research required on the proposed sale of 
land (playing ‗fields‘), and the possibility that listed 
buildings will be demolished if proposal goes 
through. 

 

We are concerned about the shortage of PCSOs 
(Police Community Support Officers). The 
Thamesfield Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) is 
down to one PCSO, one PC and one sergeant. We 
have written to Richard Tracey, our London 
Assembly Member, to voice our concerns on behalf 
of Thamesfield residents and people who use the 
town centre. We have been assured that there is a 
recruitment of replacement PCSOs going on, but 
that their training will not be completed until the 
summer, so the shortfall across the Met Police is 
temporary.  

 

Open Spaces Panel 

Convenor: Hugh  Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

 

The sale of the Elliot School playing area has 
exercised many in the Society.  The panel felt that 
it was too early to take a decision. We are 
instinctively against all encroachment, building over 
and destruction of Open Space. We also realise 
that cities only occur and thrive if development 
occurs. Although the proposed sale will decrease 
Elliott School‘s recreational space (its playing fields  
are elsewhere) the money is to be spent on 
improving the fabric of the school which in recent 
years has fallen far from grace. And frankly needs 
the investment. The Panel takes  its responsibility 
as self appointed guardians of open spaces in 
Putney seriously and will be monitoring 
developments. 

 

The Fulham FC planning permission for its new 
stadium rolls on. We note that the Friends of 
Bishops Park are against the development not 
least because a £7m redevelopment of the park 
and Fulham Palace is almost complete and they 
fear damage to the fabric of Bishops Park due to 
the increased stadium capacity. If planning 
permission is given, gates would be installed into 
the park to allow those in the new stand to enter 
and leave the stadium, and there would be paving 
and concreting over part of Bishops Park at the 
south west corner.  

 

We note that along Beverley Brook on the Horne 
Way side there is a lot of accumulated litter. We 
shall talk to the local residents association about a 
possible joint effort in cleaning up this mess. Also, 
on the other side a few new  honeysuckle bushes 
are needed. 

. 
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Errata - In the March Open Spaces report it 
was stated that the proposed new stand at Fulham 
Football Club would be no higher than other parts 
of the ground. This is not correct. The proposed 
building will be twice the height of the existing Riv-
erside stand with a bowed steel support frame-
work rising further again in the middle section. 

mailto:linda@ideas21.co.uk


 

 

 

Draft Minutes of the Putney Society Annual General 
Meeting held in the Brewer Building, St. Mary's 

Church Thursday 22nd March 2012 

 

PRESENT: Anthony Marshall (President), Carolyn 
McMillan (Chairman) along with 35 others. 

The Chairman welcomed members to the AGM and 
asked the President to conduct the meeting. 

Minutes of the 2011 AGM  

The draft minutes were approved by the meeting.  There 
were no matters arising. 

 

Chairman and Executive Committee Report 

The Chairman said it had been another very busy year 
with lobbying on several major projects.  The Society 
are pleased to report that, in their recent Phase 2 
consultation, Thames Water propose using brownfield 
Carnwath Road as their main drilling site instead of Barn 
Elms, and have incorporated other improvements for 
which the Society has campaigned, including increased 
use of barges for works at Putney Bridge.  The Buildings 
Panel has been very active scrutinising planning 
proposals for the redevelopment of the Putney Hospital 
site, high rises in Putney and alterations to the 
Exchange frontage.  Our Community Panel has fought 
vigorously for a permanent new site for the Putney Post 
Office, and against deregulation of licensing laws. Our 
Transport Panel conducted an air pollution survey 
leading to subsequent lobbying for the introduction of 
cleaner hybrid buses in Putney High Street, and has 
been promoting 20mph speed limits in residential roads. 
Open Spaces Panel have monitored encroachments on 
the commons and other open spaces and continue with 
plantings of greenery.  There have also been numerous 
successful social events and members‘ meetings during 
the year, and sponsorship of a blue plaque to Gibbon. 
Communications with members continue through the 
bulletin and website. 

 

The Chairman confirmed that the Society is in a strong 
position to meet the challenges of the year ahead and 
thanked members for their support throughout the year. 

 

The President thanked the Chairman and members of 
the Executive Committee for their outstanding work on 
behalf of members during the year. 

Accounts for the Year 

The Treasurer presented the accounts for the year.  
Income has been well maintained with membership 
stable. Donations have been contained within the 
available surplus:  the principle donations have been for 
Stop the Shaft, Roehampton Fair and Over 60's Cafe, 
and for the erection of the blue plaque.  There have 
been two significant exceptional items of expenditure 
this year:  back payments for Bulletin assembly were 
made to Phil Evison for his time as Editor and 
exceptional legal costs were incurred in examining the 
validity of Wandsworth Council‘s planning processes 
with regard to high rises. 

   

Election of Officers for 2012 

The following officers were elected for the coming year. 

President Anthony Marshall, Chairman Carolyn 
McMillan, Treasurer Richard Morgan, Secretary 
Vacant.    

The Executive Committee were elected as follows: 

Jonathan Callaway, Judith Chegwidden, Victoria 
Diamond, John Horrocks, Martin Jubb, Mark Poulter, 
Sue Rolfe, Hugh Samuel, Andrew Simon, Hugh 
Thompson. 

The Vice-Presidents were re-confirmed as: 

Malcolm Andrews, Margaret Calcott-James, Angela 
Holman, John Horrocks, Beryl Jeffery, Derek Purcell, 
David Radcliffe. 

Richard Chadwick was re-appointed as the Society's 

Auditor. 

 

Any Other Business 

David Radcliffe raised the possibility of improving the 
profile of the memorial to Ian and Pauline Fife in 
Leader‘s Gardens and asked the Executive Committee 
to raise the matter with the Council. It was agreed that 
he would submit a written proposal to the Executive 
Committee.  

There being no further AOB the meeting was formally 
closed. 

Would any member present who has any 
disagreement with these draft minutes please 
contact the Chairman ASAP. 
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Putney Society Contacts 

Chairman  Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 

Secretary  Position Vacant 

Membership  Bob Bowmer*  17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 

Web Editor  Sue Rolfe  rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 

Bulletin Editor  Anna Thomsen  anna_s_thomsen@hotmail.com 

 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk     *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

http://www.putneysociety.org.uk


 

 

 

 
Goodbye 
 
As the AGM approaches some members of our 
Executive Committee decide to stand down from the 
Committee and as trustees of the Society.  This year, 
we are losing three members from the Executive – all 
with very busy working lives and who no longer have the 
time to commit to their roles on the Committee. We are 
very sorry to be losing: 

Suzanne Taylor, our Secretary for the last year.  She 

has been an extremely efficient committee secretary 

and contributed enormously to the smooth running of 

day-to-day committee business with updating and 

streamlining of our processes. A big thank you to 

Suzanne, but also to her husband,  James Taylor, who 

has convened our meetings on Thames Water‘s plans 

for the Thames Tunnel. His engineering expertise has 

been invaluable for discussions with Thames Water and 

interested parties, and when organising the Society‘s 

responses to Thames Water‘s two consultations.   Bob 

Bowmer is resigning from the Executive, but is also due 

our thanks for agreeing to continue as our Membership 

Secretary and organiser of bulletin envelope stuffing. 

Welcome to our new Bulletin Editor 
 
We are delighted that Anna Thomsen has 
offered to take over as the Putney Society 
Bulletin Editor.  Anna lives in Putney, has a 
degree in journalism  and runs her own PR 
company. 
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LETTERS: 

Dear Editor, 

As a local Putney resident and one which considers the O&C 
boat race to be our moment of glory each year, why do we as 
residents have to cope with the dire lack of toilets ? In recent 
years as the event gets more popular and publicity is hiked 
up, why do we see more and more people relieving them-
selves on our streets and pavements ? 

The dire lack of toilets has been raised by others with the 
event organisers who state that they have no budget as this a 
free event; Wandsworth Borough Council has no budget for 
the event but promises to ensure that the streets of SW15 will 
be cleaned afterwards. 

Local pubs and cafes are not frequented by all viewers of the 
race - and in any case the provision of toilet facilities is woeful, 
given the number of participants. 

 So, what do we do ? 

 From 2015 the race organisers will incorporate a women's 
race and thus make the Boat Race an all-afternoon event. 
Surely The Putney Society can engage with councillors and 
the race organisers to ensure that our streets are not running 
with urine, or even worse. 

Regards, 

Bob Bowmer 


