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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thurs 27th October 7.30 pm 
St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

‘Wildlife Crime’ 
Stuart Paton, Wandsworth Police Wildlife Crime 
Officer, will give a presentation on wildlife crime. 
In Britain, the responsibility for enforcement of the 
laws protecting our wildlife rests with the police 
service. Wildlife crime covers the many different 
offences committed against wildlife in this country 
every year. Stuart Paton’s primary role in relation to 
wildlife crime is investigation, but he also educates 
local people about wildlife crime - what it is, how 
they may come into contact with it, and how they 
may even commit offences inadvertently! 

 
The meeting is open to all Society members and friends 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

Agreement on Putney Hospital Site 
These are extracts from a press release issued by WBC on 20th Sept: 
‘Parents in Putney will soon have greater choice over their children’s school-
ing, with the opening of a brand new primary school on the site of the vacant 
Putney Hospital. Earlier this week, the Council exchanged contracts for the 
purchase of the long-disused hospital site from its owners NHS Wandsworth. 
Once the purchase is completed, [WBC] plans to build a brand new primary 
school, which will provide 420 primary places and up to 50 full time nursery 

places for children living in the west of the borough. The aim is for the new primary school and nursery to 
begin admitting pupils in September 2015 … Cabinet member for education and children’s services Cllr 
Kathy Tracey said: “This will be hugely welcomed by parents in this part of the borough who want to send 
their children to a high quality primary school that’s within the state sector ... Our aim is to build a bright 
new attractive and modern primary school that will … cater for up to 470 local children. We hope to com-
plete the purchase early next year and will then be working in close partnership with the Wimbledon and 
Putney Commons Conservators and with local parents to come up with detailed proposals for the new 
school, which will … be subject to the usual scrutiny under planning regulations.” Putney Hospital … on 
the eastern edge of Putney Common closed services to patients in 1998. It has remained vacant ever since. 
The Council’s initial plans are … demolition of the existing buildings and their replacement with a new 
primary school and a residential redevelopment on the remainder of the site to provide 24 flats. Proceeds 
from the residential element will help pay for the new educational facilities.’   [Info. on Council website.] 

NB: This isn’t Stuart Paton! 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday 6th October  Putney Library ‘National Poetry Day’  5.00 pm (p.4) 
Sundays 9th Oct/13th Nov Queen Mary’s Hosp. Car Boot Sales  from 7.30 am 
Thursday 27th October  Members’ Meeting ‘Wild Life Crime’  7.30 pm (p.1) 
Thursday 24th November  Members’ Meeting ‘Shopping in Putney Town Centre’    7.30 pm 
Saturday 10th December  Christmas Lunch ‘Fidelini’ (former Olé) Details TBA 

Your letters 
The views expressed are members’ own and not 
necessarily those of the Society. Short letters 
are preferred - long ones may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

that, by individual householders in Deodar Road, whilst 
the river wall west of Putney Bridge is owned by the 
Council. Any access east of the bridge is far more con-
strained that that on the west side. A site east of the bridge 
would be  immediately next to a significant  number of 
residents. Now that Thames Water is seriously consider-
ing a main draft shaft on a site north of the river in Ful-
ham, the number and size of the barges passing through 
the arches of Putney Bridge is significantly reduced. 
We, and Justine Greening, have lobbied Thames Water to 
move any CSO connection to a location which affords 
minimal disruption to the community, whether it is up-
stream or downstream of the bridge and we believe that 
the Putney Society should do the same. ALL the arguments 
should be examined and ALL the facts considered, and a 
structured argument presented. The Society’s position at 
this time does not fulfil these criteria. 
Thames Water’s  second phase consultation will be pub-
lished later this year and we will continue to work 
hard  for ALL members of the community to achieve an 
equitable solution with a minimum of disruption. 
Cllrs Jim Maddan, Mike Ryder and Rosemary Torrington, 

Thamesfield Ward 
The Society’s response to the above letter, and 
to Richard Norton’s in the September Bulletin 

The use of Barn Elms by Thames Water (TW) as a main 
drive site has overshadowed other issues such as the Put-
ney Bridge CSO. Nevertheless, the Society has sought to 
ensure that all aspects of the project deliver maximum 
benefit for Putney residents. 
Our Councillors draw attention to Justine Greening’s 
Steering Group and its Putney Foreshore Working Group.  
The Society has been an active participant in both, has 
been represented at every meeting and been thanked for its 
constructive input. It will be evident from what follows 
that the Society has examined all the arguments and con-
sidered all the available facts with great care. We do not 
accept any assertion to the contrary. 
It is clear that there is no ideal site at Putney Bridge. All 
have problems and whichever site is chosen, those closest 
to it will be unhappy. In their letters, Richard Norton and 
our Councillors set out some arguments for an upstream 
site. Members directly affected by an upstream site have 
their own rebuttal arguments, e.g. the strength of the car 
park roof in front of Putney Wharf is disputed. Some say 
it  cannot take the weight of lorries, whilst others argue 
that this is untrue, as its design allows for fire engines and 
heavy rescue ladder vehicles. But those are their views not 
the Society’s position. 

[Continued on page 4] 

Dear Sir,       
London-Surrey Cycle Classic 

Congestion notwithstanding, why should residents be in-
convenienced, businesses have to risk loss of trade, and 
pets and wildlife be endangered, by a cycle race being run 
on urban and park roads? Why not use a velodrome? 

Philippa Gibson, Carlton Drive 
Dear Sir, 

9/11 Anniversary 
A reminder that the two American red oaks between the 
no. 22 bus terminus and All Saints Church were planted by 
the Society to commemorate those terrible events. 

Hugh Thompson, Festing Road 
Dear Sir, 

Putney Foreshore CSO Connection 
As ward councillors, we are disappointed by the approach 
of the Putney Society to the location of the Putney Fore-
shore CSO connection. As members of Justine Greening’s 
Putney Foreshore working group, representing several 
groups of residents living in the immediate vicinity of the 
Putney Foreshore, we have campaigned for an equitable 
solution for ALL residents of Putney. The reported position 
of the Putney Society (September Bulletin) reflects an ineq-
uitable approach. 
In answer to the Society’s stated position we respond by 
saying that throughout the consultation with Thames Wa-
ter, we have campaigned for all spoil excavated from the 
PF CSO to be transported by river and not by lorries on 
Putney’s roads. The Council’s response is the same. The 
issue of transport by river applies wherever the CSO con-
nection is sited. We are aware that the pedestrianised riv-
erside area of Putney Wharf attracts the highest footfall of 
all riverside areas in the borough. This area is enjoyed by 
young families to whom construction traffic would present 
a significant hazard. The public square areas by the river 
at Putney Wharf form the roof of the car park, not built to 
take heavy construction traffic. A CSO east of the bridge 
would jeopardise the structural integrity of St Mary’s 
Church, an English Heritage Grade II* listed building. 
None of this appears to have been taken into account by 
the Society. 
Moreover, the river wall east of Putney Bridge is privately 
owned by the church, Putney Wharf residents and beyond 
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Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

Let us pray for a hard winter, as a way of arresting the 
spread of the oak processionary moth. This prickly critter 
has, in the last three years, spread from Kew to Richmond 
to Barnes and this year, has arrived on Putney Lower 
Common, where dozens of oaks have been affected. Not 
only does the moth, which came into the UK via trees im-
ported from Europe, affect the oaks’ foliage but, when in 
contact with humans, can cause rashes, itchy eyes and 
asthma attacks. The Conservators are on top of the prob-
lem and this year, specially suited staff from the Rangers’ 
office sprayed many trees. However, work at Kew shows 
that this is not a total or final solution. There is some hope 
that parasites of the larva such as earwigs and wasps may 
be more effective. And a cold winter will certainly help 
arrest their spread which, like that of the Indian ring-
necked parakeets, Canada geese and Japanese knotweed - 
three other illegal immigrants - has been pretty remorse-
less. So for tree lovers, who have for some time without 
much effect been praying for the health of chestnuts, the 
oak now comes onto the endangered list. 
Elsewhere, the Conservators are to be congratulated for 
their investment in ditches and  gates, thus keeping the 
travellers off their land while they camped on neighbour-
ing Barnes Common. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

We are pleased to learn that the Council has exchanged 
contracts for the purchase of the Putney Hospital site from 
its owners NHS Wandsworth (see page 1). 
Concerns were raised about the cutbacks to services for 
the elderly and disabled. Whether anything can be done to 
assist those badly affected is something to be discussed 
further. Questions were also raised as to why there are so 
few retirement apartments in Putney. There seems to be 
demand, but no supply. 
We welcome the fact that, when the present Post Office 
closes in November, it will hopefully be moving only 150 
yards down the road to 154 Upper Richmond Road (the 
old Graphic Centre site) and that it will still be near the 
town centre. Small businesses should also be in favour. 
An independent commissioner, Neil Kinghan, with police 
and Council members, has met Wandsworth residents at 
various meetings over the past few weeks to investigate 
and discuss the August riots. His report is due in October 
and it will be interesting to see what his conclusions are. 
All we see at the Putney Odeon as we pass by are Costa 
signs! When are the film titles coming back?  

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Oct 13th  Thursday  21 Pentlow Street 7.30 pm 
   Nov 8th  Tuesday  71 Festing Road 7.30 pm 
Transport  Oct 4th  Tuesday  11 Werter Road* 7.30 pm 
* note venue change Nov 1st  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  Oct 6th  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm
   Dec 7th  Wednesday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
Community  Oct 12th  Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 
   Nov 9th  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

Pollution and 20mph speed limits 
Most of the buses in Putney will have new franchises in 
2014 and if there is to be improvement in emissions from 
their engines, we need to start campaigning now. We are 
gathering more data on air quality, so we will be in a good 
position to make our case. The campaign will be aimed at 
TfL and the Mayor of London to actually do something 
about the environment, rather than just talk about it. 
The 20’s Plenty campaign continues and we are including 
a leaflet from Wandsworth Living Streets and a copy of the 
petition with this Bulletin. Members are asked to collect 
signatures from friends, relatives and neighbours and to let 
me know (hughrsamuel@btconnect.com) where I can pick 
up the sheets. This is a borough-wide campaign to persuade 
WBC to consult the whole borough in the same way they 
did in West Putney and the Dover House Road area. West 
Putney residents are excused! The signage is to be erected  
soon and residents will receive a leaflet from WBC shortly. 
We hear they do not intend to tackle 20mph schemes in the 
rest of the borough until they have evaluated the effects in 
West Putney, though there are plenty of data from the rest 
of the country showing that 20mph schemes are effective. 
Please collect lots of signatures! 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

But are the policies sound? 
A public inquiry (Examination in Public) is going on at 
present at the Town Hall into WBC’s LDF documents: the 
Development Policies Framework and the Site Specific 
Allocations. It’s what we used to call the ‘Borough Plan’.  
The Examination seeks to establish whether or not the 
Council’s planning policies are ‘sound’. Quite a few people 
think they are not. The Society will be at the Town Hall, to 
try to get the policies for Putney into better shape. 
We believe that there was too little public involvement in 
the  plan-preparation process, owing to its complexity. 
You are welcome to go along and watch the proceedings in 
Room 123 of the Town Hall. Phone Andrea Copsey, the 
Council’s Programme Officer (07833-741168), to check 
what is happening and on what days. 

News from the Panels 
Members are welcome to attend panel meetings, 
by prior arrangement. Don’t forget, some issues 
are covered at greater length on the website. 



its low headroom, make this site unacceptable”. 
The Putney Foreshore Working Group initially took the 
same position as the Putney Society and favoured a down-
stream site. More recently, it has become divided, as new 
and more vociferous members have joined it from both 
sides of Putney Bridge. Indeed, it has been suggested that 
the group should split in two, each arguing for its preferred 
site. To avoid this, we have suggested that an independent 
expert be appointed to assess the options and produce a 
recommendation we can all support. The Foreshore Group 
Chair welcomed our suggestion and is considering seeking 
funding via Justine Greening’s Steering Group. 
This demonstrates yet again the Society’s focus on ensur-
ing that this project delivers the maximum benefit for ALL 
Putney Residents and the wider community. This will be 
our guiding principle, as the Society engages with its mem-
bers to consider TW’s Phase Two consultation proposals.  
Publication of these proposals has been delayed and they 
are not now expected until late October or November. 
Carolyn McMillan PhD (Chairman) 
James Taylor FIMechE, C Eng, MBA, BSc (Hons) 
(Tunnel Strategy Group Convenor) 

De Morgan Centre 
Note that the De Morgan Centre (ceramics and paintings) 
has now re-opened, alongside Wandsworth Museum. 

National Poetry Day 
Mark National Poetry Day with Putney Verse Workshop, at 
Putney Library, Disraeli Road (in the picture gallery area), 
Thursday 6th October at 5.00 pm. Theme: ‘Beginning with 
a line’. Write a poem on the spot! 
Putney Verse Workshop aims to promote an interest in and 
appreciation of poetry among the general public and to give 
local poets opportunities to meet, encourage one another, 
discuss each other’s work and poetry in general. 
Meetings: 4.00 pm-6.00 pm last Sunday of the month: Star 
& Garter, Lower Richmond Rd. Oct 16th ‘Translations’; 
Nov 20th ‘For the Dead’; Dec 18th ‘Dream Poems’. 

Ring Connaire Kensit for details: 0208 788 8647 

 

 

We welcome the following new members: 
Barbara Bunn, Pentlow St; Cecilia Bass, Putney Wharf 

[Continued from page 2] 
The Society took a strategic perspective, focussing on 
transport, environment and conservation issues, as well as 
the ability of a site to leave a positive heritage. In relation 
to all of these factors, we came to the conclusion that a 
downstream site would be preferable. For example, we 
concluded that road access to an upstream site would be 
difficult. Surprisingly, given their preference for an up-
stream site, TW seem to agree. Their letter of 19th May 
stated that both possible upstream sites “would have diffi-
cult access issues” and “reduced size vehicles and double 
handling would be required to service either … site”. 
The Society took a balanced view from several sources and 
incorporated consultation of our members through the  
flyer issued with last December’s bulletin. The resulting 
preference for a downstream site was part of our response 
to TW’s Phase One consultation in December and was 
published on our website. Since then, we have followed 
through on our response via an open discussion with TW, 
ensuring that this was fully transparent by publishing all 
our letters and TW’s responses on the website. 
That dialogue has delivered important benefits. In relation 
to this CSO, TW has agreed to our proposal that the carbon 
filtration system should be buried; this will protect views, 
irrespective of the site chosen. Similarly, our championing 
of a single large diameter drive has led to it being widely 
recognised that this can both further reduce pollution and 
also eliminate the need for a main drive site at either Barn 
Elms or Carnwath Road. We also asked TW to respond to 
rumours of the upstream site now taking over three years to 
complete rather than under two as previously stated.  
Clearly, seeking this information is in the interests of ALL 
Putney residents. We have also continued to press for the 
use of the river and for example, in our letter of 9th July, 
we said: “We view a firm and irrevocable commitment to 
the use of the river as a key central plank of the transport 
plan for any Putney Bridge site. This is a position shared 
by Wandsworth Borough Council.” 
No doubt some opinions will continue to change. Our 
Thamesfield Councillors’ opinion seems already to have 
done so. In their June 2011 Thamesfield Bulletin, their 
discussion of the Putney Bridge CSO stated: “We are very 
concerned that any construction site upstream from the 
bridge will have a detrimental effect on the use of the river 
by river taxis, rowers, canoeists and local businesses 
[which] with the inherent risks associated with barges hav-
ing to negotiate the narrow spans of Putney Bridge, with 
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Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 
Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 92A Putney High Street, SW15 1RB  
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
The November Bulletin will be issued on 27th October, copy date 21st October 

website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   

This is my last Bulletin. I wish you all well 
and thank you for your contributions. 

Philip Evison 


