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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 24 November 19.30  
Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Shopping in Putney Town Centre 
 

    What do residents want? 
 
Putney town centre seems to be maintaining its retail position and attracting shoppers, whilst 
High Streets elsewhere show signs of decline as the economy splutters.  But what do we, as 
local residents, want - to make us prefer to shop in our own town centre, rather than else-
where?  What would make the shopping experience in Putney even better? 
 
Speakers include Stephen Wallace, Putney's Town Centre Manager, Jan Willoughby, the 
Manager of Sainsburys, Werter Road, and long-time Putney resident, Chartered Surveyor, Alan 
Fuller, whose understanding of the local property market around our town centre will be par-
ticularly valuable.  They will give us their views on Putney's retail future and consider our sug-
gestions for changes we might wish for. Mary Portas, the retail guru, is preparing a report for 
the Government on the future of High Street shopping.  What comments should the Society 
send to her?  Come and have your say. 

 

Open to all members and friends 

Christmas Lunch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are pleased to announce our highly popular annual lunch will be held on Saturday 10 
December 2011  from 12 noon at Fidelini, an Italian restaurant situated at 240 Upper Rich-
mond Road. We have negotiated a choice of dishes in our 3-course menu - a vegetarian 
option is available - with a welcome drink (wine or soft drink) included.  £23 per person.  

 
Guest speaker Neil Couzens, Director Wandsworth Museum 

Please send cheques made payable to 
 The Putney Society to Bob Bowmer, 17 Felsham Rd, SW15 1AY with SAE 

www.putneysociety.org.uk 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Wednesday        9  Nov  Cancer Research  UK Christmas Fair (p.4) 
Sunday   13 Nov  Queen Mary‘s Hosp. Car Boot Sales from 07.30  
Saturday           19  Nov  St Margaret‘s Christmas Fair (p.4) 
Thursday   24  Nov           Members‘ Meeting ‗Shopping in Putney Town Centre‘  19.30 
Thursday           24-27 Nov                 Wimbledon Art Studios Show (p.4) 
Saturday            26 Nov              Parish of Putney Christmas Fair (p.4) 
Friday        2  Dec    Society stall at Putney Christmas Lights (p.4) 
Saturday   10 Dec  Society Christmas Lunch ‗Fidelini‘ (former Olé)  

 
A big thank you to our former Editor: Philip Evison 
Philip Evison stood down last month as Editor of the Putney Society Bulletin after over two 
years in the role. The bulletins were lively, varied, informed, full of interest and debate.  Phil 
contributed photos from his own archive, and articles based on zealous local  research. Mem-
bers found the 2010 Christmas supplement  (Phil‘s idea) very interesting judging by all the ap-
preciative comments we received. Putney Society has been very fortunate in having an editor 
willing to produce a monthly bulletin, a frequency which many other amenity societies envy. 
The Executive Committee are extremely grateful to Phil for his many contributions to the Soci-
ety, including taking on the role of Social Secretary for a while. We wish him well  and look 
forward to receiving his well researched historical pieces in future. 

Message from Phil 

Could any members with memories, or even photographs,  of Zeeta House, from any period, 

please contact Phil Evison on 0208-246 5885 or philipevison@btinternet.com - excluding 

those who responded to his PutneySW15 thread. 

You will see from the advert below that we are now seeking a new Editor. Please be pa-

tient with us as we assemble the bulletin in the interim period until we find someone to 

take over! 

New Bulletin Editor Wanted! 
The Putney Society is seeking a new bulletin editor to shape and compile our 
monthly bulletin.  Our bulletin is a short (4 page A4) snapshot of the Society's 
activities, future events and current Putney news.  On occasion it also features 
items on local history.  There is ample scope for creative input and ideas.  
However, we have no preconceived ideas and are more interested in energy,  
enthusiasm and ability to meet our publishing deadline.  The position may suit: 
 
 a budding journalist    a local resident 
 a student (work experience)  a retired media professional 
 
Small monthly fee is payable. Jobsharers welcome.  
If you are interested please contact Sue Rolfe: rolfe.sue3@gmail.com   
        (m)  07960097370 

Congratulations to Justine Greening on her new appointment as Transport 

Secretary! 



News from the Panels 
Don’t forget, some issues are covered at greater 
length on the website - address at bottom of p. 4 
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Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (0208 788 8771) 

 

Reading‖ Constable in Love ―by Martin Gayford 
(Penguin  £9.99) about the great artist‘s long love 
affair with his eventual wife, I came across a very 
strong Putney connection.   The  great  Suffolk 
landscape painter often walked from his Char-
lotte Street lodgings to Richmond, Wimbledon 
and Putney. Maria Bicknell whose family had a 
house on Putney Heath, declared Putney was 
―the most beautiful place that the  environs of 
London can afford‖. The house owned by cau-
tious and  disapproving lawyer Charles Bicknell 
had expanded, to be referred to as a castle 
rather than a cottage -  34 Putney Heath. In 1818 
a year after Maria and Constable eventually got 
married,  the artist painted ‗House at Putney 
Heath‘ which surely was the Bicknell‘s family 
home. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

 

We previously reported that the Post Office was 
moving further down Upper Richmond Road, but 
the property was too small. The current site 
owner is planning to redevelop the site, and the 
Post Office‘s lease expires in November. We‘re 
told that ‗the post office will continue to operate 
from its current site‘. Hopefully a solution will be 
found to keep Putney‘s last Post Office open.  

For dementia or Alzheimer‘ sufferers and their 
carers there is now the Sunflower Café (first Sat-
urday of  the month 12 noon to 15.00) at The 
Platt Centre, 22 Felsham Rd, SW15 1DA, for-
merly  in Roehampton. The cafe is free, and in-
cludes refreshments, activities and entertain-
ment; transport is also available for anyone who 
requires it. Support workers from the partnership 
organisations are on hand to provide advice and 
information. The Café is a joint venture between 
the Alzheimer‘s Society SW London, Age UK 
Wandsworth, The Furzedown Project and 
Wandsworth Carer‘s Centre. Tel : 8 877 0033  

 

NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  Nov 8  Tuesday  71 Festing Road 19.30 
   Dec 14  Wednesday   7 Dealtry Road   19.30 
 
Transport                       Nov 1  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road* 19.30 

   
Dec 6

  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 19.30 
 

Open Spaces  
Dec 7                Wednesday  54 Festing Road  20.15 

Community  Nov 9  Wednesday  4 Norroy Road  20.15 
   Dec 14  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  20.15 
* note venue change 

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Samuel (0208 788 3328) 

 

For those who didn‘t receive a 20s Plenty leaflet 
and petition sheet they will be available in  Decem-
ber‘s Bulletin, and are also on the Society website. 
What a joy to cycle on the new surface of Putney 
Bridge and its approaches!  Thank you Thames 
Water and WBC for getting it done. WBC are to be 
congratulated on the increase in hire car spaces in 
the borough- and encouraged to create more, es-
pecially in new buildings. The traffic seems to be 
especially awful this autumn! After the last MMM at 
which Adrian Allworth explained the commercial 
and bureaucratic obstacles to increasing river us-
age, could WBC be persuaded to find cash to pay 
for landing fees at Putney Pier? 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (0208 789 2956) 

 

Putney Hospital - STOP PRESS! 
At last, light at the end of the tunnel on the long-
running saga of the future of the Putney Hospital 
site on Putney Lower Common!  The Hospital has 
stood empty ever since 1999.  Its owner, Wands-
worth Primary Care Trust, spent years (and £mil-
lions) working up its proposal for a Primary Care 
Centre, together with a block of 24 flats, on the site.  
But it came to nothing when it was found that the 
scheme could not be afforded.  Now the site is be-
ing bought by the Borough Council to be redevel-
oped for a new Academy Primary School.  A local 
architect has been appointed and a planning appli-
cation is expected to be made early next year.  

Consultation on the emerging plans is 14 
November 15.00-19.00, and 17 Nov 16.30-
19.30 at All Saints Church on the Common, 
when the architect will describe his propos-
als and invite comments.  The Society will be 

fully involved as this exciting project takes shape. 



 

Wandsworth Museum—exhibition 
Separation & Silence: Wandsworth Prison 
Tues-Sun 10.00-17.00 Until 31 Dec—also Fine 
Cell Work & Wandsworth Prison 2 Nov at de 
Morgan Centre 18.00-21.00—free talk by cura-
tor and speaker from Fine Cell Work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
St Mary’s Church, Putney will be selling  
Charity Christmas Cards once again - The Cards 
for Good Causes shop will be open from 29 October 
until 17 December (Monday – Saturday, 10.00– 
16.30, +  three Sundays (27/11, 4/12 &11/12) from 
13.00 – 17.00 
 
 
New Members  Susan Wyatt, Sefton St; David Martin 
Smith, Boxford Rd; Joss Macleod, Grannard Ave 

Wimbledon Art Studios Winter Open Studios 
Art Show,  24- 27 November   
Thurs & Fri 14.00-20.00 
Sat & Sun 11.00 – 18.00  
Preview evening Thurs 24 November  18.00-20.00  
Late view Friday 25th November.  

All welcome. Unticketed. 

 

Christmas Fairs 
Cancer Research UK Christmas Fair Preview  

Evening Wed, 9 November, 17:30 – 21:00 Bank of  

England Sports Club, Bank Lane, SW15 5JQ  

(raising funds for research into pancreatic cancer)
Great gifts for friends and family. £10 entrance 
ticket includes a glass of wine. 

   

St Margaret’s Christmas Fair Sat, 19 November, 
13:30 – 16:00 St Margaret‘s Church, Putney Park 
Lane, SW15 5HU. 50p Adults, Free for Children. 
Wheelchair access and Free Parking. Supporting 
Wandsworth Welcare and St Margaret‘s Church 
Centenary Appeal. 

 

Parish of Putney Christmas Fair Sat, 26 Novem-
ber, 10:30 – 13:30 St. Mary‘s Church. The annual 
Parish of Putney Christmas Fair at St. Mary‘s 
Church by Putney Bridge,  A great  opportunity to 
buy all kinds of  Christmas gifts from original jewel-
lery to handcrafted keepsakes. Food  lovers can 
indulge in mulled wine and mince pies whilst delib-
erating over the delicious cakes, home-made jams 
and chutneys, and handmade chocolates on offer. 
Children will be able to meet Father Christmas. 
Free Admission.   

 

Putney Society stall at: Putney Christmas 
Lights & Market. Fri, 2 December, 15:00 – 
19:45 Church Square. Great fun for all the 
family and after work - annual Christmas  

festival turning on Christmas Tree lights,  

entertainment and local retailers  market. This 
is a great opportunity for families, visitors and 
residents to have a great time with live music, 
Santa, brilliant entertainment for children, a 
large market, an enormous Christmas tree, 
Christmas Lantern Procession by schools 
through the town, craft workshop,  and  

Christmas carols.  

The Putney Society Page 4 

Putney Society Contacts 
 

Chairman   Carolyn McMillan       38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS   0208 789 6692 
Secretary     Suzanne Taylor       7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership     Bob Bowmer*     17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY   07793 296733 
Web Editor       Sue Rolfe                 rolfe.sue3@gmail.com 
 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 
Website: www.putneysociety.org.uk    *email: membership@putneysociety.org.uk 


