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Next Members’ Meeting 

Thursday 14th April at 7.30 pm 

The Brewer Building, St Mary’s Church, Putney Bridge 

Air Pollution in Putney 
Recently released figures show an estimated 4,267 premature deaths, in 2008, from long-

term exposure to air pollution in London - translating statistically to 38 deaths in the five 

Putney and Roehampton wards, whilst pollution levels in 

Putney High Street are reported as among the worst of any 

shopping street in the capital. 

Air pollution stems principally from vehicle emissions 

and can be held responsible for worrying increases in 

heart and lung disease, as well as epidemics of childhood 

allergies and asthma problems. 

The meeting will focus on the pollution issue and our 

speakers will be Simon Birkett, from the Clean Air in 

London campaign, and Councillor Sarah McDermott, Wandsworth Borough Council’s 

Cabinet Member for the Environment. 

The meeting is open to all Society members and friends. 

Refreshments available. 

Registered Charity No:  263242 

The AV (Alternative Vote) Debate 

St Mary's Church, Putney Bridge, 

in association with The Putney Society 

Chaired by Peter Riddell 

Tuesday 3rd
 May at 7.30 pm 

The most important constitutional debate on 

our current (1884) electoral system since the 

Putney Debates of 1647. 

St Mary’s has a history of hosting debates on 

the radical reform of political issues. As far 

back as 1647, the Putney Debates debated 

manhood suffrage and the right for MPs to 

be elected in proportion to the population of 

their constituencies.  [continued on page 5] 

Unveiling of Edward Gibbon Blue Plaque 

The Society will unveil its 7th plaque at 

the Stables Arch, adjacent to Bright 

Cook House, 39 Upper Richmond Road, 

at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 1st
 June, to 

commemorate Edward Gibbon - author 

of The History of the Decline and Fall of 

the Roman Empire - born in 1737 at Lime Grove, 

Putney, where he spent part of his childhood. Prof. 

David Womersley of St Catherine’s College Oxford, 

author of many books on Gibbon, will unveil the 

plaque and then give a short talk at the reception to 

be held at Destino next door. Booking essential: 

email sue.rolfe@fsmail.net  [more in May Bulletin] 
 

    Sponsored by: 
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Forthcoming Events:  dates for your diary 
Thursday 14 April Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Air Pollution’ (p. 1) 

Tuesday 3 May  The AV Debate St Mary’s Church 7.30 pm (pages 1 & 5) 

Saturday 14 May Coach trip  RHS Wisley  10.00 am departure (page 4) 

Sunday 15 May Dramatised Reading The Green Man 7.30 pm (page 4) 

Thursday 26 May Members’ Meeting ‘The Council, Localism & Planning’ (page 5) 

Wednesday 1 June  Unveiling of blue plaque to Edward Gibbon 7.00 pm (page 1) 

Thursday 23 June Members’ Meeting Brewer Building 7.30 pm ‘Big Society’ Debate 

Your letters 
The views expressed by members are the 

individual’s own and not necessarily the views 

of the Society.  As we may receive more letters 

than we have space for, letters should be 

concise.  Long letters may have to be edited. 

bulletin@putneysociety.org.uk 

or  philipevison@btinternet.com 

Tunnel Visions 

Dear Sir, 

As a footnote to the correspondence on the Thames Tunnel, 

attention should be paid to the approval by the February 

Planning Committee for an extensive development by St 

James of over 700 high-rise flats at Tideway Walk in Nine 

Elms. TW had proposed this as a main drive shaft site and 

at the meeting chaired by Justine Greening on Jan 5th, it 

was in fact put forward by one of our Councillors as a pos-

sible alternative to the Barn Elms site. However, at the 

meeting of the Strategic Planning and Transportation 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee on November 18th 2010, 

the Council’s response to the Thames Tunnel consultation 

(Paper 863) had already made clear that they were totally 

opposed to the site being used by TW for the shaft. 

One can understand the Council’s point of view. These 

brownfield sites along the river are ripe for development 

and, as such, bring in valuable revenue to the Council, 

both from increased population (more council tax) and in 

contributions to the infrastructure under Section 106 

agreements. To tie up the site for seven years while the 

drive shaft is built is obviously not in the Council’s finan-

cial interest. This has happened in Hammersmith too, 

where planning permission has been given to St George for 

a similar development at Hammersmith Wharf, another 

possible alternative to Barn Elms. 

As far as we know, both the Government and the Mayor’s 

Office accept that the Tunnel has to be built, and so far, no 

credible alternative has been put forward. Where are the 

brownfield sites on which the drive shafts can be built? It 

is all very well to say that TW must ‘find’ these sites but 

surely Government and the GLA have to be more proac-

tive, perhaps by working out some form of compensation 

for the riverside Councils. Otherwise, I am afraid that we 

shall just have to accept that the only possible sites are 

going to be in places like Barn Elms - something we most 

certainly don’t want. 

Caroline Whitehead, Pentlow Street 

Humps and Speeds 
Dear Sir, 

So many drivers, even of small cars, ignore speed humps 

that getting rid of them seems like a good idea and would 

be much appreciated by people with back problems. But to 

replace them with a 20 mph speed limit everywhere would 

create other problems. At that speed, most cars would need 

to use lower gears, hence higher engine speeds, causing 

more emissions of nitrous oxide* and carbon monoxide. 

These should be reduced, not increased. There was once a 

plan to build a road system separating arterial from local 

traffic, thus reducing stop-start traffic, with its noxious 

emissions, but it was blocked by property owners, who 

would have been adversely affected. Cities less wealthy 

than London have succeeded in building such systems and 

the Society could study ways of implementing a similar 

plan, even though it would take a long time to carry out. 

Peter Hutchinson, Redwoods 

*Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) not nitrous oxide (N2O)? Note 

Members’ Meeting on 14th April - see page 1.  [Editor] 

Logo 
Dear Sir, 

As a relative newcomer to the Putney Society and therefore 

not having had long-term exposure to the old logo, I just 

wanted to add a positive comment for the new swan. I tend 

to read the bulletin on my computer screen at work and I 

think it looks super. I also print a paper copy for my 88- 

year-old neighbour to read and that looks fine too. I look 

forward to the next logo update, perhaps in 2059 (a 

roboswan, anyone?) - and hopefully no sign of the Thames 

Tunnel in the background…! 

Ian Green, Dyers Lane 

Costa Living 

Dear Sir, 

The conversion of our local cinema to a Costa coffee shop 

is puzzling. Where once we were guided down the High 

Street by the friendly light of our local Odeon sign, we are 

now confronted by a brutal Costa emblazoning the night 

sky. Beware if you are also dazzled by this, as you may trip 

over the odd little roped area outside the front door - one 

presumes for dedicated smokers but utterly incongruous in 

this location. What next? Costa-sponsored films? Maybe a 

better idea for the beleaguered British film industry than 

wasting money tarting up our local cinemas. 

Sue Rolfe, Werter Rd 

[More letters on page 5.] 



News from the Panels 
Members are invited to attend panel meetings 

and raise issues they feel need to be discussed. 

Open Spaces Panel 
Convenor: Hugh Thompson (020 8788 8771) 

Thames Tunnel Steering Group 

The Open Spaces report has been replaced in this bulletin 

by a report on the Society’s continuing activities in relation 

to Thames Water’s Thames Tunnel proposals. The Open 

Spaces report will return in the next bulletin. The Society 

fully supports the objectives of the Thames Tunnel project  

and aims to ensure that implementation provides maximum 

benefit for Putney residents and the wider community, 

whilst minimising costs and disruption. 

To that end, a Steering Group has been created to address 

strategic issues and co-ordinate activity. The Chair, Deputy 

Chair and the Conveners of the Transport, Open Spaces 

and Buildings panels are members and the group is led by 

James Taylor. The Group has continued to examine tunnel 

proposals and investigate alternatives, whilst also building 

relationships to support ongoing lobbying. 

We have discussed alternatives to connecting the Barn 

Elms and Putney Bridge CSOs to the tunnel, with Professor 

Richard Ashley of Sheffield University. Professor Ashley 

advised us that recent developments in Green Infrastructure 

make it a realistic possibility that a Green Infrastructure 

solution would be economically viable for Putney. It might 

eliminate the need for any work at Barn Elms or Putney 

Bridge. Further work is required to confirm feasibility. We 

have discussed this with our London Assembly Members, 

Richard Tracey and Tony Arbour, both of whom are very 

enthusiastic about the feasibility study, and we are raising 

this proposal with Thames Water. 

Buildings Panel 
Convenor: John Horrocks (020 8789 2956) 

13 storeys for High Street? 

The developers who own the site at the junction of Putney 

High St and Putney Bridge Rd (45-53 Putney High St and 

329-339 Putney Bridge Rd) are preparing an application to 

be submitted shortly for a redevelopment scheme involving 

a 13-storey block of flats. They say it will provide “high 

quality retail accommodation, new homes and commercial 

accommodation”. The proposals were shown in the Brewer 

Building in March, where the Panel met the developers. 

We are preparing a response to the proposed development. 

[continued on page 6] 
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NEXT PANEL MEETINGS 
Buildings  April 6  Wednesday  7 Dealtry Road  7.30 pm 
   May 12  Thursday  7 Dealtry Road  7.30 pm 
Transport  Apr 5  Tuesday  9 Charlwood Road 7.30 pm 
   May 10  Tuesday  10 Luttrell Avenue 7.30 pm 
Open Spaces  Apr 7  Thursday  54 Festing Road 8.15 pm 
   May 5  Thursday  TBA   8.15 pm 
Community  Apr 12  Tuesday  4 Norroy Road  8.15 pm
   May 11  Wednesday  6 Norroy Road  8.15 pm

Transport Panel 
Convenor: Jonathan Callaway (07768 907672) 

Car Clubs - What Are They? 

The Panel has long advocated the benefits of car clubs, 

which are becoming an increasingly popular alternative to 

car ownership. They provide a means of accessing a car 

when needed for short periods, such as a trip to the shops 

lasting a couple of hours, or for longer journeys such as a 

weekend away. A key benefit of car club membership is 

that it saves money. The Carplus charity estimates that a 

car owner driving less than 6,000 miles a year could save 

up to £3,500 a year by changing to a car club. They are 

also greener, reducing street clutter and traffic congestion. 

Each car club car takes at least 5 private cars off the road, 

and possibly as many as 24. The system is very easy to 

use; cars are booked by telephone, text or online, up to six 

months in advance or immediately before travelling; the 

minimum hire period is 30 minutes, but cars can be 

booked for up to 6 months. 

There are over a dozen cars available in Putney, parked in 

designated parking bays, meaning that they are within 5 

minutes walking distance for many residents; members can 

also book cars in other London boroughs and UK cities. 

Even at short notice, there is usually a car available within 

reasonable walking distance. Costs depend on the size of 

car, the length of booking and mileage. For Streetcar, the 

club most widely available in Wandsworth, membership 

costs about £60/year and hire costs range from about £5-7 

per hour, or about £52-72 per 24-hour period. The charge 

includes fuel, up to a daily mileage limit, and there are 

discounts for bookings longer than 72 hours. The success 

of these clubs is growing and the reasons are increasingly 

obvious, as we head further into an era of austerity. 

Community Panel 
Co-Convenor: Victoria Diamond (07746 022654) 

Putney Hospital Site, Safer Neighbourhoods etc 
At the third Community Panel meeting on 9th March we 

discussed Safer Neighbourhood Team crime reports, the 

local Putney Hospital site (the Council plans to purchase 

this site and work with developers to turn it into a school), 

NHS changes and how they will affect us (we aim to hold 

a public meeting on this subject later in the year as this is 

going to affect us all), affordable housing on the current 

building application sites, and the state of the post office. 

See below for next meetings. If there are any issues you 

want to discuss, do let us know and come to a meeting - as 

a new Panel, we’d love to meet more Putney residents. 

Contact: vickysw15@aol.com 



The Man on Putney Hill 
There will be a dramatised reading of The Man on Putney 

Hill from The War of the Worlds by H G Wells on Sunday 

15th May at 7.30 pm, at The Green Man, Putney Heath - the 

very pub where Wells set this section of his famous 

1898 novel. Plus a talk by Michael Sherborne, author of 

Another Kind of Life, the acclaimed biography of Wells 

published in 2010. 7.00 pm - 8.30 pm. Tickets £5. 

Contact Sue Rolfe sue.rolfe@fsmail.net or 07960 097370. 

Part of the Wandsworth Arts Festival 2011. 

[for full details, see March and/or next, May, bulletin.] 
 

Putney girl wins six gold medals at National Junior 

and Youth Disability Swimming Championships! 

Putney High School student Jessica 

Harper, 16, made a splash at the National 

Junior and Youth Disability Swimming 

Championships in Sheffield at the end of 

February, winning six gold medals and one 

silver. The sixth-former, who is part of a 

UK squad designed to nurture talent in the 

run up to the 2012 and 2016 Paralympics, 

swam personal best times in all individual 

events and was also awarded a trophy for 

top female performer in her age group. 
 

Friends of Queen Mary’s Hospital Roehampton 

Easter Eggstravaganza! 

 Wednesday 13th & Thursday 14th April 

Please deliver unused items, e.g. unwanted presents, to The 

Friends office 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. daily, or contact The 

Friends: 0208 487 6798. Many Thanks! We will also be 

holding car boot sales on the first Sunday of the month, 

from April to October [for full details, see March Bulletin]. 
 

 

2011 subscriptions now due! 
Members paying by cheque are reminded that subs are now 

due - £11 to receive email bulletin or £13.50 for a postal 

copy. The higher subs reflect the cost of stamps. Please 

send your subs to Membership Secretary (address below). 

If you prefer to pay by direct debit, please phone or email 

Bob (Bowmer) and he will send you a form to complete. 

We welcome the following new member: 
Farrokh Hessamian, Ericsson Close SW18 

Coach trip to RHS Wisley 

Saturday 14th
 May, a day trip to RHS Wisley - see the 

glorious display of rhododendra! Meet in Gwendolen Ave 

(see below) 9.45 for 10.00 am, back in Putney by 5.00 pm. 

Plenty of time for shopping in Wisley’s excellent shop. 

Cost £14 for coach, entry to gardens £7.90 for non-RHS 

members, saving £1 on the usual fee. Free entry to RHS 

members. If interested, please send a cheque for £14/head 

(coach fare only), payable to The Putney Society, to Bob 

Bowmer (address in the bottom panel), enclosing SAE. 

Book early to avoid disappointment! 

Summer Coach Outing 
Tuesday 12th July, a day in Hampshire. Meet 9.15 for 

9.30 am in Gwendolen Avenue, opposite the Methodist 

Church. First Winchester, with time for the cathedral and  

lunch, then on to National Trust property, Hinton Ampner. 

An elegant house with magnificent gardens; plus  

‘Conservation Tuesdays’ when, at no charge, staff show 

how they conserve paintings, fabrics, books etc; home-

made cakes in the tea-room; plants for sale. Free entry for 

NT members and those joining on the day; £7.50 for non-

NT members. Back in Putney 7.00 pm. Cost £14 - coach 

fare and driver gratuity only. Please send cheque (payable 

to The Putney Society) + SAE to John Horrocks, 2 Angel 

Mews, Roehampton High Street, SW15 4HU. 

Putney History 
Wandsworth Historical Society has recently published 

three excellent booklets about the history of Putney. 

Mrs Larpent in Putney 1804-1811 (Mary-Anne Garry) 

£4 + £1.50 postage & packing 

The diary of Anna Larpent provides a unique and fascinat-

ing glimpse into the life of an ordinary, middle-class 

woman in early 19th century Putney. 

Putney Parish Church: a History to 1836 (Jim Slade)

£6.50 + £1.50 postage & packing 

The story of the ancient parish church of Putney (St 

Mary’s, next to Putney Bridge), from its construction in 

the 12th or 13th century until its rebuilding in 1836. 

Ministers of Putney (Dorian Gerhold) 

£2 + £1 postage & packing 

The first comprehensive list of the Ministers or Vicars of 

Putney, providing biographical details from 1549 to the 

present day, with portraits where available. 

Order: Dorian Gerhold, 19 Montserrat Road, SW15 2LD. 

Cheques payable to ‘Wandsworth Historical Society’. 

The Putney Society Page 4 

Putney Society Contacts: 
Chairman Carolyn McMillan 38 Disraeli Road, SW15 2DS  0208 789 6692 
Secretary Suzanne Taylor 7 Dealtry Road, SW15 6NL   0208 789 9622 
Membership Bob Bowmer* 17 Felsham Road, SW15 1AY  07793 296733 
Social Sec. Nicholas Austin 91 Chelverton Road, SW15 1RW  07833 773599 (mob) 

Bulletin Editor  Philip Evison 3 John Clynes Court, SW15 6PU  0208 246 5885 

Published by The Putney Society (registered charity no. 263242) 

The May Bulletin will be issued on 28th April, copy date 22nd April 
website:  http://www.putneysociety.org.uk        *email:  membership@putneysociety.org.uk   



May Members’ Meeting 
The Council, ‘Localism’ & Planning 

The Putney Society has always been closely involved in 

WBC’s handling of planning applications proposing new 

developments in Putney & Roehampton; it is an important 

element of the Society’s work. This is why the proposals in 

the Government’s new ‘Localism’ Bill and their possible 

effects on planning could be very significant for amenity 

societies. What changes might we expect? 

Councillor Nick Cuff has chaired the Council’s Planning 

Applications Committee for the past year, its main function 

being to decide on planning applications. He will be every 

bit as concerned with Localism as is the Society, especially 

since he is a Putney Councillor. 

He will be the speaker at the Society’s May Members’ 

Meeting - Brewer Building, 7.30 pm, Thursday 26th May. 

February Members’ Meeting 
Charlie the Houdini Hedgehog! 

Sue Kidger gave a delightful, well-attended presentation to 

the Open Spaces members’ meeting on 24th February, on 

the subject of saving hedgehogs. The enraptured audience 

couldn’t wait to catch a glimpse of the two adult males Sue 

had brought along in their travelling boxes. King, the 

blonde bombshell, was kept under control but Charlie, the 

6-month-old, made a bid for freedom and, with surprising 

speed, headed into a gap in the woodwork, being rescued 

by Sue only after considerable coaxing! 

March Annual General Meeting 
Following the AGM on 24th March, Councillor Vanessa 

Graham addressed the Society on her new role as Heritage 

Champion for the Borough of Wandsworth. 

Photographic Competition 
Full details were given in the Jan & Feb Bulletins. Closing 

date was originally end of March, but only two entries have 

been received so far and the closing date has therefore been 

extended to end May and the scope widened to any photo-

graph/s taken by the entrant in the borough in the last year. 

Digital photographs to the ‘bulletin’ address on page 2; 

prints (which we regret we may not be able to return) to the 

Chairman, address on page 4. The prize, as ever, is Andrew 

Wilson’s two wonderful books of photographs. 

The AV Debate (cont. from page 1) 

Former Times political journalist the Rt. Hon. Peter 

Riddell will chair this debate between representatives of 

the No2AV and Yestofairervotes campaigns. 

The Issues 

Under the proposed AV system, voters rank candidates in 

their constituency in order of preference. Any candidate 

getting more than 50% of first preference votes is elected. 

If no-one gets 50% of votes, the candidate with the fewest 

votes is eliminated and his/her voters’ second choices are 

allocated to the remaining candidates. This continues until 

one candidate has at least 50% of all votes in that round. 

The AV advocates believe that: 

• Elections are currently decided by a small number of 

voters in a handful of seats, where no single party has a 

large majority. 

• Two thirds of MPs are now elected with less than 50% 

of the votes. 

• The new system will provide voters with more choice, 

force candidates to appeal to a broader section of the 

public and work harder to get elected. 

Those against AV maintain that: 

• The current system maintains stable government and 

historically reflects the will of the public, as unpopular 

governments have been voted out. 

• The ‘First Past the Post’ system is straightforward and 

easy to understand. 

• Parties are elected on a manifesto, whereas AV is more 

likely to produce ‘horse-trading’, negating the terms of 

the manifesto for which people voted. 

• The new system will be very expensive to implement. 

 

Letters (cont. from page 2): Pleas to the Council 

#1 Street Clutter 
Dear Sir, 

In January, you published a letter from me, complaining 

about the unusable phone boxes in Putney High Street and  

urging their removal. I was astonished, as no doubt your 

readers were too, that with Cllr. Torrington’s support, the 

BT one was removed within days! 

However, the other is still there, as unusable as ever, and 

now its door is half off. It makes Putney High Street look 

shabby and neglected. Surely, WBC, Cllr. Torrington, and 

Stephen Wallace, Putney Town Centre Manager, you can 

between you get it removed? 

Richard Morgan, Charlwood Road 

#2 Putney Bridge Foundation Stone (1884) 

Is there any chance this could be 

extracted from its obscure location 

at the end of Waterman’s Green, 

cleaned up and re-installed some-

where more visible, in time for the 

Olympic cycling event in 2012? 

Philip Evison, Editor 
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E-Bulletin 
We offer PDF & Word versions - the latter, as far as we 

know, for one visually-impaired member and two who 

are/were unable to open a PDF. We would like, ideally, 

to discontinue the Word version (not immediately - no 

panic!) and are in touch with these three members, to 

check whether they can now open/read a PDF. We would 

like to hear from any other members who believe they 

could not use a PDF - to open which just needs Adobe 

Acrobat Reader, downloadable free from the internet. 

New Website 
For those able to access it (address on page 4) this covers 

some issues in greater detail than the bulletin allows and 

announces late changes or additions to our programme. 



Draft Minutes of the Putney Society’s Annual 

General Meeting, held in the Brewer Building, 

St Mary’s Church, Thursday 24th March 2011 

Present: 

Anthony Marshall (President), Carolyn McMillan 

(Chairman) along with 44 other members. 

The Chairman welcomed members to the AGM and asked 

the President to conduct the meeting. 

1.Minutes of the 2010 AGM: The minutes were ap-

proved by the meeting. There were no matters arising. 

2.Chairman and Executive Committee Report: The 

Chairman said it had been a busy year, with lobbying on 

several major new projects. Serious objections have been 

raised by the Society on the Thames Tunnel proposals with 

potential negative impact on our open spaces. Planning 

applications for tall buildings all required careful scrutiny 

by the Buildings Panel. The Community Panel re-started 

late in the year, with its wide remit covering health, polic-

ing, education, recycling, and licensing. The Transport 

Panel has lobbied for the interests of cyclists and pedestri-

ans (20 mph zones). There have been several successful 

social events in the year, including visits to Tower Bridge 

and the Houses of Parliament. The ‘colour supplement’ to 

the Bulletin at Christmas had been well received by the 

membership. Communications with members had also 

been improved through the re-designed website. The 

Chairman highlighted that the Society was in a strong posi-

tion to meet the challenges of the year ahead and thanked 

members for their strong support throughout the year. 

3.Accounts for the Year: The Treasurer presented the 

accounts for the year - in which membership remained 

stable and postage costs continued to decline due to the 

increase in e-Bulletin subscribers. Donations had been 

made to St Mary’s School for new railings, and to Roe-

hampton Cricket Club for help in re-laying its pitch. The 

design costs of the website, and the year-on-year decline in 

lottery funding (for the Walkabout Guide), contributed to 

the overall decline in cash. 

4.Election of Officers for 2011: The following officers 

were elected for the coming year: 

President - Anthony Marshall; Chairman - Carolyn 

McMillan;  Treasurer - Richard Morgan; Secretary - 

Suzanne Taylor 

The Executive Committee was elected as follows: 

Nicholas Austin; Bob Bowmer; Jonathan Callaway; Victo-

ria Diamond; Phil Evison; John Horrocks; Martin Jubb; 

Mark Poulter; Sue Rolfe; Andrew Simon; James Taylor; 

Hugh Thompson. 

The Vice-Presidents were re-confirmed as: 
Malcolm Andrews; Margaret Calcott-James; Angela 

Holman; John Horrocks; Beryl Jeffery; Derek Purcell; 

David Radcliffe. The death of Brian Towner, a V-P, was 

reported, his service to the Society fondly remembered. 

Richard Chadwick re-appointed as the Society’s Auditor. 

5.Any Other Business: There being no AOB, the meet-

ing was formally closed. 

Would any member present who has any disagreement 

with these minutes please contact the Chairman ASAP. 

Buildings Panel (cont. from page 3) 

It was a useful consultation exercise and a good number of 

people visited the exhibition. The new tall building would 

be similar in height to the existing Putney Wharf tower. 

St James are also seeking permission for 13 storeys on the 

Capsticks site at East Putney. And across the road from 

the tube station, the Putney Place scheme could see new 

buildings up to 15 storeys. How many tall buildings do we 

think Putney town centre can take?  Is there a limit? Our 

Council doesn’t seem to think so! In March, the Planning 

Applications Committee decided to grant permission for 

the Tileman House redevelopment scheme which rises to, 

in effect, 12 storeys. It is difficult to understand why, 

given that the design fails to accord with three of the four 

design principles which the council only recently agreed 

as their planning policy for the redevelopment of this site, 

as set out in the Site Specific Allocations Document. 

The explanation could be that the planning policy is 

worked out by councillors on the Planning & Transport 

Committee, whilst the decisions on planning applications 

are made by a quite different group of councillors on the 

Planning Applications Committee. Could it be a case of 

the left hand not knowing what the right hand is doing?! 

A Message from Roehampton Cricket Club 

The Society recently made a generous donation to our 

2010-11 appeal, for which we are most grateful. The club 

was founded in 1842 and we have been playing on our 

current ground on Putney Heath since 1859, when land 

was given to Roehampton Village by the 5th Earl Spencer, 

which was cleared to create the lovely cricket ground. We 

now field two Saturday sides, competing in the Fuller’s 

Brewery Surrey County League and two teams on most 

Sundays. We also have an active Junior Section, whose 

teams play in the local Under-11 league. 

Over time, the condition of the square had deteriorated to  

the extent that the club risked expulsion from the league, 

which would have put the future of the club, and cricket 

on Putney Heath, at risk. Being responsible for the mainte-

nance of the ground, we decided to re-lay the whole 

square. This expensive, specialist work was successfully 

completed in September and we now have a lush, level 

square which is being prepared for the start of our 170th 

season in late April. We launched an appeal for funds, 

which has met with a gratifying response from local resi-

dents. The appeal is still open, as we need to ensure that 

the standard of the ground is maintained, which means 

buying and securely storing specialist equipment. We wel-

come any donations, payable to ‘Roehampton Cricket 

Club Appeal’, which should be sent c/o me as Chairman, 

at the address below. The club is eligible for Gift Aid and 

I can provide the necessary form. We welcome players of 

all ages and standards, and non-playing members. If you 

are interested, please contact me or refer to our website at: 

www.roehamptoncricketclub.com 

which gives much more information about the club and its 

history. Why not come along and watch us? 

David Foster, Chairman RCC, Palewell Park, SW14 8JJ 

tel. 0208 876 1946    djmfoster2@hotmail.com    
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